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SINKING OF THE BELGRANO

Thank you for your minute of 22 lMarch.

2 Because of the sensitivity of the material in this reply I
have pruned the distribution list, in the hope that the interests
of other addressees of your minute can be met by sight of the one
copy in their area.

3. You told me earlier this week it was necessary to bring
forward the revised deadline of Friday 30 March to as soon as
practiceble today. This means that I have not been able to show a
draft to DCDS(I) and First Sea Lord. I hope they will give you any
additional comments they have in parallel.

4. Attached is a detailed chronology of the key events in the
BELGRANO affair, together with supporting documentation. Although it
ig extensive, it concentrates exclusively on events central to or
touching on the BELGRANO. It inevitably therefore gives & narrow
view of the events of the time, and the other military and political
developments should not be forgotten.
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9. The following answers can be given to the specific dquestions
o in your minute.

See Serials 5, 13, 14, 40-43.
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(e See Serials 34 to 48.
d., Bee Serials 44, 58, 59, 62-67, 72, 73, 76.

€. There is no such indication in the records we have
examined. Indeed, there are indications to the contrary,
eg Serials 35A, 7éA.

£, Clearly there was considerable uncertainty and
confugion at the time, and specific information was hard to
come by. Mr Nott apparently felt, however, that he had to
give details to the House, and did the best he could.

10. In general the arguments put forward by Dalyell and his
supporters can be refuted by the story set out in the attached log.
But because of the classification of the material it is not possible
to use it in public to refute detailed allegations. However, the
nature of the ROEs {(which has never been revealed) over this period
are politically and presentationally the most difficult area. The
details of these ROEs, as exemplified by the stern chase and attack
of BELGRANO, the attempt to sink the CVA and all other Argentine
warships outside the TEZ do not sit easily with the terms of the
warning given on 23 April Thig point was made by the FCS and
Attorney-General at the e (Serial 24),

11. It is a difficult judgement whether to make even the limited
admission that BELGRANO was first detected on 1 May and even this
might be considered h ~splitting given the sonar detection of the
group on 30 April. There is no longer any security objection to so
doing, since Cdr Wrelqrumﬁrown, the Commanding Officer of CONQUEROR
has himself confirmed it On the other hand, an admission made under
pressure might only i se the pvessure for further disclosures,

rather than satisfy e Government's critics. As I said in

minute of 16 March this is essentlally a poli “?ﬁf’??igéﬁ?ﬁf?y The
ache raft rep J to 1 Dalye is simple because whatever general

line is taken these issues relate to detailed operational and

intelligence in fOdethl On the other hand, it might be necessary

to modify very slightly the draft to Dalyell if it is decided to

admit in reply to Denzil Davies that the BELGRANO was detected on

1 May. The inclusion of the square-bracketted section would then be

sufficient.
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Head of DS5
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DRAFT LETTER TO TAM DALYELL NP

Thank you for your letter of 19 March.
/As I expect you know the Prime Minister has, in a letter to
Denzil Davies, confirmed that the BELGRANO was sighted on 1 Hay/.
[owever,/ The /Jother/ questions you have raised in your letter
all concern detailed operational and intelligence matters on which

Ny

i oy
I am not prepared to comment.\/
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i £ ™3
T
o T Apriil 21.30Z | Debate in House of Commons: Hansard u/e DS5 Intention to
¢ Defence Secretary winding up 7 Apr 82 proclaim Maritime
Foll. @45 Exclusion Zone
(MEZ) announced.
P 2 12 April 04.00Z Maritime Exclusion Zone in force
£ 3 23 April 14.452 UK message to the Argentine FCO Tel no u/c This warning has
: . government emphasising that any 64 of (but been quoted to
approach that would amount to a 23 April FCO tel justify the attack
threat to interfere with the CONF) on BELGRANO
: mission of British forces in the outside the TEZ.
South Atlantic would meet the
appropriate response
4 28 April Announcement of Total Exclusion | Hansard u/c DS5
Zone (TEZ) to come into force on| 28 Apr
, 30 April. Extends MEZ to cover No 105
all aircraft and ships support-— Vol 22
ing the illegal occupation (ie Col 296-7
present in the zone without HMG
permission
5 28 April ROEs as of this date permit ROE/57/82 S DS5 The full state-
attacks on Argentine warships UKEB ment in this
within MEZ document should
be consulted for
accuracy. These
ROEs originally
established on
b= I, did not
change in
substance before
30 April @
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6 29 April 00.012 | HMS CONQUEROR reported own CTG 324.3 TSU DS5
. position as 53.10S 045.30W War Diary UKEA
7. 29 April 09.047 | CONQUEROR informed that BELGRANO| CTG 324.3 TSU DS5
2 task force (TF or TG 79.3) due to| War Diary UKEA
have formed up in Falkland Area 4
Green on 28 April
S 29 April 12.002 CONQUEROR reports own position CTG 324.3 TS0 DS5 %
i' E as 53.26S 050.31W War Diary | UKEA
i 9 29 April 18.23%2 CONQUEROR instructed to locate CTG 324.3 TSU DS5
! and remain with BELGRANO group, War Diary UKEA
4 patrolling between Isla de los :
! : Estados and Burdwood Bank
10 29 April 19.00Z | GCHQ reports that TF 79.3 GCHQ W ST See Serial 11 for
ordered to draw out UK forces 3/AA/0TT13 full statement
and test reactions within TEZ
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i 12 30 April | 11.00Z | Total Exclusion Zone in force See Serial 4
13 30 April | 2?14.002Z OD(SA) authorises attack without| OD(SA)(82) 5
- warning on Argentine aircraft 22nd Meet-
carrier 25 DE MAYO outside TEZ, ing
within certain geographical
limits
LIT4 30 April 15262 MOD authorises amendment to ROEs| MOD S DS5 See Serial 13
N to allow 25 DE MAYO to be 3015262
attacked at earliest possible Apr 82
opportunity outside TEZ
) 30 April 16,457 CONQUEROR makes passive sonar HMS S DS5
| contact with oiler PUERTO CONQUEROR's | UKEB
} ROSAIES at a range of 50 miles Report .of .
Proceedings
tzor)
1l 30 April 18.00Z CONQUEROR reports own position CTG 324.3 TSU DS5
as 54.20S 062.10W. Sweep - War Diary UKEA
continuing
RETAINED UNDER
SECTION 3(4)
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HMS SPLENDID receives CTG

19 1 May ‘010010 HMS S bS5 CTG 324.3 repeated
3020487 authorising attack on SPLENDID UKEB . Serial 14 on
25 DE MAYO ROP submarine comms

| & network

! 1 <

!20 1 May 00.142 CTG 324.3 instructs CONQUEROR CTG 324.3 TSU DS5 . ROEs permit

| to intercept and attack War Diary attack within TEZ,
BELGRANO gp, assessed as if BELGRANO

’ intending to penetrate TEZ penetrates as

expected

: -

i21 1 May 04.007Z HMS SPIENDID to periscope depth.| HNS S DS5 CO comments in

! No sighting SPLENDID UKEB record that there

1 ROP had been several.

RETAINED UNDER
SECTION 3(4)

sonar contacts,
possibly some war-
ships among them.
But nothing to
indicate the
presence of an
aircraft carrier




Gp increases speed to 13 knots,
course 130

ROP
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23 1 May 09.00Z CO of SPIENDID comment on log HIS S DS5
: that there are no contacts i SPLENDID UKEB :
this area- ROP
24 1 May Time Foreign & Commonwealth Secretary,| PH/82/31 'S DS5 Copy attached
= unknown after discussion with Attorney
% General, minutes Prime Minister
4 urging warning message to
X Argentine government before
. 25 DE MAYO attacked
|25 1 May 12.547 CONQUEROR first sights BELGRANO HWS S DS5 See attached
: . Gp, identified as BELGRANO, CONQUEROR's| UKEB account -
! PUERTO ROSAIES, and two DD ROP
] (probably BOUCHARD & BUENO).
BELGRANO conducting RAS from
! PUERTO ROSALES — Course 130
! Speed 8 Knots. CONQUEROR
: decides to remain in close
contact with Group
|26 1 May 14.002 CONQUEROR reports BELGRANO RAS CINCFLEET ) DS5
e, from PUERTO ROSAIES, in company | 0114502
! DD BOUCHARD and PIEDRA BUENO. May 82
f 54.078 64.24%. Course 125.
Speed 8 knots
@l 1 May 16.152 RAS completed, PUERTO ROSAIES HMS Stn DS5
alters course to West. BELGRANO CONQUEROR's|{ UKEB
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28 1 May (am local)| HMA LIMA calls on Peruvian Lima Telno Gives no indica-
?15.002 Foreign Minister. ©Foreign 132 tion that specific
Minister asks if Peru can help proposals had
break diplomatic deadlock been formulated
, or conveyed to
Argentina or US
29 1 May 011824 CO of HMS SPLENDID notes in HIS S DS5
; record that CONQUEROR has her SPLENDID UKEB
target in dight and following ROP
Y Her n=ill w?%h we were in the o
same situation.!
30 1 May 18.402 HM Ambassador Lima reports on:’ Lima Telno See Serial 28
: : conversation with Peruvian 134
: Foreign Minister
31 1 May (pm local)| Foreign & Commonwealth Secretary Nothing to
l 2 arrives in Washington, dines indicate that
privately at British Embassy Mr Haig contacted |
, . : Foreign & Common-
i wealth Secretary
i about US/Peruvian
i proposal
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33 2 HMay 04.002Z CONQUEROR reports BELGRANO group| CTG 324.3 TSU DS5 First report of
¢ at 55.205 060.14W, course 090, War Diary UKEA detection in

speed 13 knots. Skirting TEZ
at 20mm. No attempt to
penetrate TEZ yet

2 May

06.30Z

CO of HMS SPLENDID reports in
record that TG 317.8 (British
task force) are said to have
detected the CVA group heading
SE to attack them. Intends to
close on position of 79.1

(25 DE MAYO Gp)

this source

P

DS5

SPLENDID did not
detect the
25 DE MAYO




vessels outside TEZ
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38 2 lay 08.11% | CTG 317,8 orders CONQUEROR to CTG 324.3 TSU DSS Not yet permitted
attack B_JLGRANO War Diary UKEA by ROEs, thereford
; countermanded by
Y CTG 324.3 at
s Serial 39
39 2 May 09.04Z | CTG 324.3 informs CONQUEROR . CLG 3243 TSU DS5 ‘Countermanding
- that BELGRANO not to be attacked| War Diary UKEA Serial. 38
until allowed by ROEs 3
}10 2 Nay 09.152 COS hear intelligence update. COS 40th S DS5S This reflects
CDS says he will seek OD(SA) Mtg/82 earlier telephone
> agreement as soon as possible conversations
to extend the ROEs to allow with CTF 317 and
attacks on all Argentine naval CIP 318
ships, auxiliaries outside the
TEZ as had already been u y)
authorised against the Argentine (D)) m
aircraft carrier m >
9 e
41 2 May 11.00Z | Impromptu OD(SA) at Chequers "6 m
t012.00Z approves CDS's proposal to s = o
estimate)| extend ROE to all Argentine o %
E0
o 1)




which had originated in a
Peruvian initiative, but had
been modified by Americans in
the light of their knowledge of
our position. President
Belaunde had discussed the 7
point peace plan with General
Galtieri the previous night. US
had since heard that Argentina
might be able to accept something
like them". Mr Pym replies:

"it might well be that something
on these lines would prove usefu]
at the appropriate time. But
further pressure was needed ..."
Mr Haig agrees that it was too
early to bring any greater
precision to the discussions.
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42 2 Nay 12.07% | MOD signals CTF 317 authorising | MOD S D45

i extension of ROEs to permit 0212072

i attack on all Argentine vessels

; outside TEZ, except for 12 mile

. coastal strip

N, ohed

L 43 2 May 12.38% | CIG 324.3 relays change in ROEs | CTG 324.3 TSU

9 UKEA 055

44 2 May 13.30Z Foreign & Commonwealth Secretary| Washington S First UK
-15.302 meets Mr Haig for 2 hour Telno 1566 knowledge of

(0930- | discussion. MNr Haig outlines"a Peruvian Peace
1130) possible diplomatic solution Plan




tubes loaded with 3 Ik 8 and
3 Mk 24 torpedoes
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45 2 May 14.00Z | CONQUEROR reports BELGRANO Group| CTG 324.3 TSU BSs5
at 55.163, 060.18W on course of | War Diary UKEA
270, speed 14 knots, having
reversed course at 0805Z in
position 55.208, 057.22W and
increased speed
' 46 2 May 14.102 | CONQUEROR returns to periscope HMS S DS5 Presumably this
r depth after trailing BELGRANOC CONQUEROR UKEB is simultaneous
Group from deep for 8% hours. ROP with Serial 45
i Attempts to read submarine
: broadcasts, but messages
garbled. Aware however that ROE§
have been changed. Force is
proceeding Westward at 10 knots
47 2 May 16.102 CONQUEROR attacking, involving CTG 324.3 TSU DS5
stern chase of BELGRANO Gp War Diary UKEA
48 2 May 16252 CONQUEROR now understands ROEs HMS S bS5 CO comments that
. and orders. CTG apprised of CONQUEROR UKEB his intention is
intention to attack. Torpedo ROP to conduct a

Mk 8 attack on

the BELGRANO.

This weapon
selected because
it was considered
to have a better
chance of penetra-
ting the Cruiser'g
thick armour and
anti-torpedo
bulges. The fact
it required a
cleoser firing
position was
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accepted. If
this could not
be achieved the
Ik 24 would be
used
49 2 May 18.132 | CONQUEROR takes up firing HMS S DS5
, position and goes to action CONQUEROR's | UKEB
stations ROP
. 50 y 2 May 18.522 | Salvo of 3 Mk 8's fired at a HMS S DS5 See attached
: range of 1400 yds. 2 hits CONQUEROR's | UKEB extract from
: observed. 3 explosions heard. ROP HNMS CONQUEROR's
| Submarine went deep and evaded Report of
] to E at 22 knots Proceedings
1
549 2 May 19.04Z | HMS CONQUEROR hears active sonar| HMS S D35 Assessed as from
followed by two depth charge CONQUEROR's| UKEB one of the
type explosions ROP escorts
52 2 May 19.302 CONQUEROR reports BELGRANO with CTG 324.3 S D55 See attached
PIEDRA BUENO and BOUCHARD in War Diary UKEB copy of signal
55.275 061.25V on a course of and from CONQUEROR
280 speed 11 knots at 0218562. original
Successfully attacked BELGRANO signal
with two hits from Mk 8
torpedoes. Then evaded to -the
East. L
53 2 May 19302 BOUCHARD reports being hit by GCHQ TSU DS5 Intercept
torpedo which did not explode 0300152
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Eittas
. CONQUEROR hears 3 depth charge HMS 5 (2] El
explosion and evades further CONQUEROR's | UKEB m>»
to SE ROP 92
a8t
56 2 May 21.03% | CONQUEROR hears further depth HIS S DS5 i Z = ‘J
charge explosions within 5000 yds| CONQUEROR's| UKEB w zZ ‘
ROP ’S 5
N
/ 3 : 5 v
57 2 May 22.00Z CONQUEROR returns to periscope HMS £ DSS
depth to transmit attack report CONQUEROR's | UKEB !
f ROP
58 2 May 225152 Reporting Telegram on Serial 44 Washington |- First knowledge
(1815 Telno 1566 in London of the
WASH) ‘ 7 point peace
plan
59 2 Nay (pm local)) Telephone conversation Haig/Pym Dby Haig called to
: press Pym on US,
Peruvian proposéa
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f 61 2 May 23.00Z Reporting Telegram on Serial 59 Washington 055 No record of
4 . : Telno 1569 conversation.
At Foreign &
Commonwealth
Secretary's
request, HM
Ambassador
Washington speaks
to Mr Haig: "too
y sudden for us to
X be negotiating
4 = new -proposals."
Mr Pym did not
i want to be rushed,
3 but had not
consulted London
62 2 Nay 23.00Z | Press Conference by President Lima Telno 0sh” 5
(1800) | Belaunde. Existence of 7 point | 139
peace plan announced: "There was
as yet no agreement on it by the
Argentines were considering it
and he hoped to make an announce-
! ment later that night"
: 63 2 May 23.302 Peruvian Foreign Minister calls Lima Telno D5
! (1830) on HMA Lima. State that after 137
| their previous conversation
g (serials 28, 30) he had
telephoned Costa Mendez to press O
; on him a new formula, modified =
i as a result of discussions
! Belaunde/Haig (7 point plan).
¢ Galtieri was "well disposed" but
: had his "Senate" to consult and
: convince. Foreign Minister
i
|
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had reason to believe that Haig's
proposals had been conveyed with
the Mmowledge on a least (sic)
the consent of Mr Pym
6L 3 lMay 01.03z2 Reporting telegram for Serial 63| Lima Telno 055
» ‘137 '
65 3 May 01.442 Reporting telegram for Serial 64| Lima Telno 055 :
- 139 ;
|
66 3 May 05.00Z | Mr Haig speaks to Peruvian Washington
(0100 President, who complains that .’ Telno 1574
WASH, the British action had 06h5
0001 the chances of peace. Iir Haig
LIMA) relays this to HMA Washington
&7 3 May 05,012 Telegram to HMA Lima on 7 Point UKMIS Des
(0101 Plan. HM Ambassador instructed New York
WASH) to contact Peruvian Foreign Telno 4

Minister to ensure that no
announcement is made in Lima
implying British acceptance of
the 7 point peace plan or that
it had been formally presented
to the British Government. . HMA
given discretion to tell Peruvians
of basic British requirements
for a settlement
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3 May

06.55%2

CONQUEROR reports her position
as 56.108 062.15W. - BELGRANO
was attacked with 3 x Mk 8 from
1200 yds. Two hits were
observed below the Main NMast

and APT and a third explosion was

possibly heard. Loud and
continuous explosions and
breaking up noises heard from
target and datum bearing for an
hour. CONQUEROR then evaded to
the Eagt for a distance of 11nm.
While preparing to return to
periscope depth at 2000Z, both
DD's accompanying BELGRANO were
detected within 10K yards. Two
sets of depth chargesexplosions
were heard. The second set was
close but no damage was sustaine
and no active transmissions were
heard :

CTG 32453
War Diary

TSU
UKEA

DS5

()€ NOILO3S

=}

| u3aNn gaNV.

70

3 May

0622

CTG 324.3 asks CONQUEROR to
confirm if she hit BOUCHARD
with a torpedo which did not
explode

CTG 324.3
War Diary

75U

i

DS5
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e

3 NMay

11.30% | HMA Lima calls on Peruvian
(0630) Foreign Minister to carry out
instruction as per Serial 67.
Informed that "late last night
the Argentine military junta
had rejected the Peruvian peace
proposals as 2 result of the
torpedoing of the Argentine
cruiser. Argentines had not
entirely closed the door but
needed more time to review the
proposals in the light of most
recent developments on the
naval front"

Lima Telno

gl

045

Reported 0313402

e

3 May

21.35% | HMA Washington reports that
Mr Haig had spoken again to
President Belaunde. Argentine
generals Iglesias and Naga had
arrived in Lima. President
Belaunde believed that
prgentina would accept the

7 proposals".

RETAINED UNDER
SECTION 3(4)

Washington
Telno 1575

Mdﬂa. = fdm ﬁna&“
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T4 4 May 00.452 CONQUEROR reported at 030100Z(?)| CTG 324.3 TSU DSS
that she did fire one Salvo War Diary UKEA
but hit on BOUCHARD was not
intentional. At the time of
torpedo discharge DD BOUCHARD
was known to be on the other
side of BELGRANO. CONQUEROR
has searched the Los Estados/
Burdwood Bank gap and SE of her
present position for the DDs
but no contact gained. /o..../
75 4 Nay 08.34Z | CONQUEROR informed that she is CTG 324.3 TSU DS5
not to attack warships engaged War Diary UKEA
on the resuce of survivors from
BELGRANO until further orders
are received
76 4 lay OD(SA) considers US/Peruvian First considera-—
proposals tion of 7 point
peace plan
following Mr Pym'g
return from
New York on 3 NMay
i 4 May Pii's Questions BELGRANO sinking Hansard
raised A Meyr
Cols 14-18
78 4 Ilay Statement in House of Commons Hansard First Full
by Defence Secretary 4 May No108 Parliamentary
Vol 23 statement, copy
Cols 29-37 attached. Contain
a number of
inaccuracies
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79 5 May Statement by Defence Secretary Hansard BELGRANO raised
on loss of HMS SHEFFIEILD 5 May by Mr Healey

. Cols 155 =

i 166

i :

30 | T May MOD Statement: Argentine war- FCO Telno 055 Gives explicit

i ships or military aircraft found| 91 of 7 May 5 definition to
more than 12 nm from the : the warning of
Argentine coastline will be 23 April,

' regarded as hostile and treated Serial 3

: accordingly

31 17 Hay Commons debate on Falklands. Hansard

15 Defence Secretary summing up, 13 May
discusses BELGRANO | Col 1030
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CVWG143 23/1813 11383618
FOR CUG
IMMEDIATE 231445Z APR B2

FROM COHMCEN FCO LONDON
TO MODUK
CIP 'FLEET

GO R FEIDEBENT AL

SIC A3A/A2N/I19F

CONFIDENTIAL

FM FCO 231445Z APR 82

TO FLASH BERNE

T | NUMBER 64 OF 23 APRIL

[EDIATE TO WASHINGTON (FOR PRIVATE SECRETARY)

S NEW YORK, UKDEL NATO, ATHENS, BONN, BRUSSELS, COPE
DUEL 1K, THE HAGUE, BRASILIA, MONTEVIDEO, SANTIAGO, OTHER
HATO -POSTS, MODUK, PARIS, ROME AND UKREP BRUSSELS.

Te PLEASE ASK THE SWISS TO CONVEY URGENTLY TO THE ARGENT INE
¢OVERNMENT THE FOLLOWING COMMUNICATION FROM HMG: -
BEGINS

IN ANNGUNCING THE ESTAULIthLhT _OF A MARITIME EXCLUSION ZONE
nnOU\u THE FALKLAND ISLANDS, HMG MADE IT CLEAR THAT THIS MEASURE
WAS “THOUT PREJUD ICE TO TUL RIGHT OF THE UK TO TAKE WHATEVER
A,DITICHAL MEASURES MAY BE NEEDED IN THE EXERCISE OF ITS RIGHT
OF SELF-DEFENCE UNDER ARTICLE 51 OF THE UNITED NAT IONS CHARTER.
1IN TH1S CONNECTION, HMG NOW WISHES TO MAKE CLEAR THAT ANY
APPROACH ON THE PART OF ARGENT INE WARSHIPS, INCLUDING SUBMAR INES,
NAVAL AUXILIARIES, OR MILITARY AIRCRAF® WHlCH COULD AMOUNT TO A
THREAT TO lNTERFERh WITH THE MISSION OF BRITISH FORCES IN THE
SOUTH ATLANTIC WILL ENCOUNTER THE APPROPRIATE RESPONSE.

ALL ARGENTINE AIRCRAFT INCLUDING CIVIL AIRCRAFT ENGAGIN3 IN
SURVEILLANCE OF THESE BRITISH FORCES WILL BE REGARDED AS

HOSTILE AND A RE LIABELE TO BE DEALT WITH ACCORDINGLY. W

ENDS

Ze YOU SHOULD ADD THAT HMG REGARD THE TERMS OF THIS
COMMUNICATION AS HAVING IMMEDIATE EFFECT. PLEASE REPORT

WHEN THE SWISS HAVE D ELIVERED THE COMMUNICATION TO THE
ARGENTINES. WE SHALL THEREAFTER CONSIDER WHETHER TO ANNOUNCE
IT PUBLICLY AND TO DELIVER' IT MORE WIDELY VIA THE D IPLOMATIC
CHANNEL . «

PYM
BT

DISTRIBUTION  A3A

i
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N 1

MARITIME RULES OF EHGAGEMENT STATE AT 2806004 APR 82

References:

A. ' Operation CORPORATE Rules of Engagement for SShks.
_ (Forwarded as hnnex A to 190600A APR STATE REPO T ROE/S51/82).

B. Rules of Engagement for Operation PARAQUET. (Torwarded as

Annex B to 190600A APR STATE REPORT ROE/S1/82).

C. Rules of . Cor Operation CORPORATE - HIGH SEAS SOUTH

(Forwarded as 2106004 APR STATE REPORT ROE/33/82).

D. Rules of for Operation CORPOG . - HIGH SEAS MORYE

(Forwarded as hAnnex N to 210600A APR STATE REPORT ROL/S3/82).

105 Rules of ment for Operation CORPORATE - SSN Outside MEZ.

(MODUK AAA/IQN/JEE ¢419‘9 APR 82).

F. Rules of Engagement against Surveillance Aircraft

(MODUK AAA/ILST 2P10’0Z APR 82 and MODUK AAA/19F/JEE

2520087 APR 82).

G. Rules of Engagement for Enforcement of Falkland Islands Total

Exclusion Zone (MODUK AAA/IOF E 2615312/261533%/2615352 Apr 82).

(Forwarded as Annex A to 270600A APR STATE REPORT ROE/S7/82).

FALKLAND ISLANDS

18 SSN Within Total Execlusion Zone. ROE authorised by
Reference A - 3, 5, 10, 13. (NO CHANGE).

2. S3H Outside Tota1 Exclusion Zonc. ROE authorised by
Reference & - 1, &, (NO CHANGEY.

3. Enforcement of the Total Exclusion Zone. ROE approved and
signalled 26 April to be enforced when ordered (Reference G):

g% Surface Ships and Aircraft - 104, 123 (Applicable to
targets within Exclusion
Zone only) (I/J/L/B/S/T/U},
202 (Merchant Ships withi

t Excluslon Zone) (Commerci
aircraft within Exclusion
Zone) (If application of
Rvle 202 is ineffective resort
should be made to Rule 104),
205 (J), 206 (ARGENTINIAN),
202 OBREIHSR

b SSN - U4 (Applicable to targets
: within Exclusion Zone only),
5, 12, 13 (Discretion)
(ARGENTINIAN).
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Surface Ships

SHCRET‘UK EYES B

and Aircraft En Route to the Maritime Exclusion

Q

Zone. (NO CHANGE).
-a.  South of 359S (Reference C) - 104(H/1/J), 202, 205 (I/J).
206(ARGENTINIAN), 207,208,
403, 506.
b. North of 35°8 (Roference Py = L2 (H/T), 1035 205(1), 207,
208, 302, 403, 506.

OPERATION PARAQUET

5y All Units Qutside the Argentinian 200NM

"Defence Zone"

(Reference B Annex A). (NO CHANGE).

o Surface Ships and Aircraft - 102,

403 ]

6. All Units Inside the Argentinian 200 NM

103, 207, 208, 302,
506.

"Defence Zone"

(Reference B Annex C). (NO CHANGE to-ROE
"Maintain possession of South Georgia').

207,
B SSN. - 4, 5,

SURVEILLANCE AIRCRAFT

8. UNDER CONSIDERATION

a. An Exclusion Zone to counter the
Argentinian Aircraft Carrier "25 Man".

a. Surface Ships and Aircraft - 104(J/M/N),
ships),
208, 103, 508.

T MODUK AAA/I9F/JEE 2520087 -APR 82 (Ref F).

but Aim changed to

202 (Merchant
205 (ARGENTINIAN),
13.

(NO CHANGE).

Operations of the

28 April 1982

16 An Exclusion Zone around SOUTH GEORGIA.

el ROE for forces in support of ASCENSION ISLAND.

B*J CARR
Commander, Royal Navy
Maritime ROE Cell

Distribution:

CDS ACDS(Ops) HD o DS 5

CNS ACNS(0) SECCOS

CGS ACNS(P) DNW

CAS ACAS (Ops) COS/CGRM

PUS AUS(D Staff) Chimn NSAG

VCNS Hd of DS11 Navy Ops ROE Cell(2 copies)
. ACDS(Pol) Hd of DS 8
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"NOTIFICATION TO THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT

In announcing a Total Exclusion Zone around the Falklands

. on 28 April, HMG made it,clear'that_these measures are without
‘prejudice te the right of the ﬁK to. take whatever additional
jﬁeesufes may be needed in exercise of its right of self-defence,
'under Artlcle 51 of the UN Cha*ter In the light of ‘the
'A'Argentlne statement of 30 Aprll of an intentlon to consider

hostlle Brltlsh vessels thhln 200 mlles of the Argentlne

malnlaud the Falklands and the;r dependen01es, the Brltlsh

'Goverument has declded .on the fo‘lowxng measures \ The Argentlne

"mainland North QfZTEOSoutéq Iif tbe quote 25TH OF MAY unquote

moves beyond these lIm’ts she w111 be regarded as constltutlng

Atlant1c

_ > Further, if
any attack'anywhere in  the South Atlantlc s méde}ppon Br1tish
naval or air forces by an Argentlne unlt all otﬁef Argentine

naval unlts operatlng on the high seas 1nc1uding the carrier

'quote THE 25TH OF MAY unquote, even if she is still inside

the Timits defined in this communication, and all Argentine
military aircraft operating in air space over the South Atlantic
will be regarded as hostlle and are liable to be dealt with

accordlngly

SECRET - UK EYES 'A'
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ByENT RZPORT O~  INITILL CONTACT ITH TG 79.

B Eerly on the 30 April CONQUEROR received COR 149 tasking her to

Bocate and rermein with CG BELGRANO who was porbably in compzny with other

nits of TG 79.5. The best estimatc of the Cruizer's position was on Patrol
etvcon ISLA DE LCS ESTADCS and BURDWOCD 3ANK, The submarine at the time

lwas working its way tnrourh the trench between the bank and the FALKLALND ISLAIDS
to sct up an ASV Petrol ot the eastern edge of the allocated area. A decision
ps nade to conduct a search down the Vestsrn edge of BURDYOOD Eank to a position
"rf its south~rn edge by 302000, to get batween the Task Group and its likely
gransit route if it was’ ordered to deploy to South Georgia, /

At 301645 initial detcction was nude %n & diesel tonal to the West, This
held intermittently throushout the next tuenty hours. Bearing triangulation
Bupzested tne contact to be in en arca 40 niles North of LOS 23TADCS Isley The
opal was thousht to be radiated from the comzercial oiler FUERTO ROSALTS| This
g subsesuently proved correct. Broadbznd and Tonal search was conductsd in .
iz direction ovefnight 30/1st, By 010745 COR 160 was decrypied snd gave excellent
fntelligence on TG 79.3's position and intention, Orders were also given to

a2k when ROE aYlowed, - . \

9 ! Sunrise at 011140 produced excallent vigibility with nothing visual."‘ Broadtand
golutions suggestéd the contact .o be at 30,000 yards. iIntelligence Bugg3sied the
@roup woull depart'its presecrnt operating erea and transit South Zast at 1600, It
kag decided to &0 deep and run in fast for onz hour to closze the sonar contact.
[§ 1250 the subrarine returncd to periscone depth with Mester Contact 02 loul on
Byoedtand sonar, ‘lene and subsequently five ships were sightad zhead in tai'gly
. forsation, range sbout 10,000 yards. By 1302 these were identified a$ ‘he
SLGRAKO {1104) conducting an sbeam RAS on the pert side of the commeteial
’ A D& ROSAL®S (i02),  Two AILZN SUHNZR Class destroyers — KO3 and '|:~; 05 -
protably the BUZNO dnd 30UCHARD wers in company on a loose line of beari¥g, + A
fprthor mast was possibly sesn hull down in the distanca. Tha group's mo*fe¢enf
170 speed 8 and ESM checks at 1322 and 1357 confirzsd they vere overating undsy
B0 sileace. Roiiver ‘his volicy was somswhat ruined by the reconstructed detection
pange on the tankar t%f more than fifty miles. : \ '

At 1335 the DD MO3 crossed shend of the cruiver and the feree deployed“ on
idocze lire of bearing heading S3 straizht for the centre of area JULIAN, a3
0 the subnarins was on stetion on the port quarier of the Task Croup. Attenpis
0 2lear a loceting report failed so the submarine tent deer at 1515 to run ip fast
o 7000 yards,

UK 3yss '3¢ ;
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4 Contd, Arrival at periscope depth at 1615 sias in time to
see the Cruiser break away from the tanker. Shortly afterwards
PUERTA DE ROSALES altered ccurse to the Weat and the Task Croup formed

settled into the trail at ranges of between five and four teen thousand
yards on the Groun'sPort Quarter. Their MLA was such as to skirt
the TEZ by twenty m‘les. &

SEQUENCE OF JF.‘.‘T’!‘S
1254 START ZVENT O101 - INITIAL CONTACT

HT6 79.3

- B-285 R - 10 kyds S - 42 Unidentified Warship. Designeted )

S D e

S ST oA
1 1259 CO_COMENT : v -
5 Five shxps now in ulght in firly closs wmatmn. Disposition.
; of the forces is B ; A e A
1 . ] : TS e
s R : 2 2MASTS ; RS L S e SR e
L C e (PSS TV R e
. i T P SR o . % pE ey
; . Ecit o Pl llas eLN el
1302 FoS (hverage) of Group 272/11 kyds 130/8 AOB 38 Port -
€O _COMMTNT : G ‘ o
g CONTACTS IDENTIFIZD AS:- | | A USSR e
e 7 i S
T05 = S42 = N - 02 AO PUERTA DE ROSALES e
5 v
8 V56 = N - 03 DD ALLZH SRNNIR CLASS v )
X M =104 "ccy ,CL" 4o ‘ o By
M- 05 DD ALLSF SOH¥ER CRASS . 5
5 8 - \

{pD'a Probaoly eotcwhan ané BUENT

o I have not seen the t‘.o mests to the left of ¥ - 02/.-1 - ca
! again - possitly 1 was zn';ua,en and there are only four contactis.

| M - 02 and ¥ - C4 appeer to Ive rasing

4 on a loose line of bearing and increased spe=d %o 13 knots. The subza.ine -




" €O END OF EVENT SUMMARY
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Varner look ~ No rackets ’ o . ik s
.CO_COMMENT
PG 79.3 is operating under a passive ENCON poiicy

C/C 350 to incgeaso my distance off track from the TG

~ FCs (Good) M - 03 191/4:1 kyas 130/9 AOB 119 Porb |

FCS (Good) M - 04 193/5.1 kyds 155/10 AOB 142 Port

CO_COMMENT

M- 03 has crossed in front of i - 04, The disposition is now

such that there is a DD on cither side of the CCL,

From set ups, the indication is &h MLA of 120 - 7. This wiil tesks
TG 79.3 straight to the centre of Area JULIAN ; s .
Intentior is .to open out oa the port quarter of the group and shadow

Waraner clearance = No racket .

B

CO COMMEHT . : ‘ ypleidy =i

'

Intention is to remain between 9 anﬁé!@ kyds fronm th;'group‘
B ~'300 E - 63 I Band Racket 1 sweep énly. No classificatibn

l ¢ g Z
ERD EVENT O101 -~ INITIAL CONTACT WITH TG.79.3 R
i J O

First contact with TC 79.3 was, in Eqirospect, 2y —‘04 at 301645 last

night, This was the diesel signature from M - 02 the A0, picked

up at a range of approximately 100 kyds, This coupled with tde

excellent intelligence support enahled me to gain visual contact

at 1249 this afternoon, - . il ¢

26 79.5 consists of CCL BELGRANO/(M - 04) _ i

: DD's BOUCHARD and BUENO (M - 03, M - 05)

. AO PUSRTA DE'ROSAL3S ( - O2) )
. Possitly one tug :

'CCL BELGRANO and A0 PUERTA D2 RC$ALOS were RASING on first gaining 5

visual contact which could account for ihe Group's slow SOA. The

Group's course will take it strdight to the centre of Area JULIAN.

i
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‘CO!‘EI‘!ANDING OFPICER's CONCLUSIONS
Al " TG 79.3 conducted operations some forty miles to the ¥orth of

. ISLA DE LCS ESTADOS until 011630. These included an abeam Ras of CG -
BELGRANO from A0 PUERTA DE ROSAL.ES s !

DLk The group was operating under a silent ENCON, _

HE 3 OA FUERTA DE ROSALES was detected at some forty miles on Narrowband
 sonar, ; o x S

ay ‘The groups track of 130 speed 13 knots was such es to skirt the

.TEZ by at least twenty miles, hesding for the centre of Area JULIAN as
my intelligence stated they would. : , ‘g
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CONFIDENTIAL CONFIDENTIAL J

FM LIMA 0118407 MAY 82

TO IMMEDIATE F € o

TELEGRAM NUMBER 134 of 01 MAY

INFO IMMED ATE WASHINGTON, UKMIS HEW YORX

FALKLANDS

1. WHEN ! CALLED THIS MORNING ON THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE

MFA TO DELIVER A NOTE 3ASED ON YOUR TEL NO 71 TO ABIDUAN | WAS
INVITED TO SEE THE FOREIGN MINISTER, DR ARIAS GAVE ME A COPY OF
MR HAIG’S MESSAGE OF 30 APRIL TO HIM CONVEYING THE US GOVERMMENTS
DECISION TO SUPPORT THE UNITED KINGDOM. (| ASSUME THIS TEXT IS
AYAILABLE TO YOU VIA WASHINGTON) DR ARIAS ALSO GAVE ME A COPY

OF THE PZRUVIAN REPLY (MAIN POINTS 1IN MIFT).

2. DR ARIAS THEN ASKED ME IF THERE WERE ANY WAYS [N WHICH THE
PERUV IANS COULD HELP TO 3REAK THE DIPLOMATIC DEADLOCK. | SAID

| HAD NO SPECIFIC INSTRUCT IONS AND SPOKE OM THE LINES OF YOUR
VERBATIM 055/82 OF 30 APRIL AND ALSO PARA 5 OF YOUR TEL NC 72

TO ADIDJAN. | REITERATED OUR INSISTANCE ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF
RESOLUT ION 502 AND ALSO SPOKE ABOUT THE DIFF ICULTIES CAUSED TO

MR HAIG 8Y THE DIFFERENT LINES TAKEN 3Y SR COSTA MENDEZ, THE
JUNTA, THE GENERALS AND ADMIRALS. (THIS SEEMED TO GIVE DR ARIAS
FOOD FOR THOUGHT.) | ALSO SAID THAT ARGENTINA OBVIOUSLY ATTACHED
IMPORTANCE TO THE PERUVIAN VIEWS ON THE CONFLICT ANﬁ THAT | HAD
NO DOUBT THAT PERU COULD USEFULLY USE ITS INFLUENCE [N CONVINCING
ARGENT WA TO IMPLEMENT RESOLUTION 502 AS SOON AS POSSIBLE WITHOUT
ATIONS, tH REPLY TO HIS QUESTION | SAID YOU WERE FLYING
TODAY~TO WASHINGTON AND THAT YOU ALSO INTENDED TO SEE THE UN
SECRETARY GENERAL WHEREUPON DR ARIAS SAID HE WOULD BE TELEPHONING
PEREZ DE.CUELLAR LATER TODAY.

WALLACE

FCO PLEASE PASS TO ALL i

[REFEATED AS REGUESTED]

ADDITIONAL DISTRISUTION
PATETAND ISLANDS

COPIES 70

PS/CEANCELIOR
"SIR X COUZERS

3‘ :
)

MPEDESTNZ
MR IzEmm ‘
SIR  PALLISER CASINET OFFICE
"MISS DICESON, (SI® DIVN) D/ZNERGY
YR 4 WILLIAMS DSW 60

CORFIDENTIAL
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Annex M_to NS CONANERCR's Yo
226/1 dated 1 Jul 82

.

TAGK ON T4

GROUP 79.%

Main Narrative Pages B63- B71 )

1 After trailing the Task Group from deep for 8> hours the submarine
r;tuyned to periscope depth et C21410 to check the force disposition and

read the routine. Av sitrep showed the Cruiser to be screened by

one DDG to ihe iorth on ity Starboard beum and the second cut ahead and
plightly on its starboard bow. The forge was proce 5 West a2t ten knots.
Froa 1410 to 1625 the su rine remained at periscope depth with the range
slovly opening to twelve thou: struggling to read the routine from

| the HF broadcest and challe soon became clear that the 302
had changed and that Argentin ps coul now be attacked outside the
gppz.  Frustration and were created by the fact that Signal COR 177

.~ shich promulguted the R lightly garbled, while COR 174, also garble
”nccllf" zn order to att: { rer by 1625 the orders were clear, a
sitrep ves sent to the €05 ¢ the intention tc attack and the submerins
yont deep to run in at knots on tue group.

[ S8IXs, It

Yarshi

2. The lorpedo tubes were loaded with t}rree Mark 8 and three Hk 24

torpedocs.  The aim was to t‘OI.duL‘ a lark 8 dttack on the Cruiser BELGRAY
froa o pos ition on ita bow ted s i b hSTas

yibolitel ghance:
snti torpedo lulg The fact it requ
| gocopted,  Howsver if this could not be e
s Murk 24 from the quarter would te taken, ' ;
o . At 1701 the u'""rnn returnei to periscove
{0 and to check on the Right Wing Zscorts'rel .tive vos
gontrol solutinn was 221/4 a Varde, 26071,
‘oalrr\yf'r uns seen to he too clr.sr.w to Uzczlr
ﬂbmrinﬂ vent deep to cross the stern of, the ¢
‘4n order to werk into a “r,ng position on the o

a closer firing vosi
eved then thf:‘secor.d option of

POzt

«4. © At 1813 after another raturn to 1er1;r'o,~ depth for a visual set up,
I yhon the periscove Jml:ty was ase >es?oi as three {housand yards, the subcerine
wont to ACTICH STATIONS. The intended aim was to obtain a firvi ng position cn
t 180C yis using a 10D «._gr

torpodo track angle and a zero

ned to pariscope depth

he terget had zigged to

and ups" were required before
o5ition on the pert bow 21 a

ort beem a
::o;AnE‘D shot, kY 1820
gm'cz;a»nr e prefiring fin
tu‘c:rd to a cours2 9f 275
1833 undcieated the autoar

' pge. of 1ad bhovsand yords

svbrarine azai

two Mduck
2 good !
. up,

Esom then cavieofven

UX




I /1m e

g IRV
VY. BYZS 'Y
4 contd. Prom then until 1857 ithe submaripne vaited for . sero

<0
gyro angle. At 1857 a salvo of thyee Hark 6's w28 firedcen a &F
torpedo track angle at a range of 1400 yards. The mean gyro engle

of the second w2zapon was zero.,

5 Shortly after the firzt explozion was heerd, an orange fireball
wes scen throush the periscope in line with the mast just aft the
centre of the tavgat. A second explosion
Iater and a srvout of water useen aft.
distinctly heard on sonav no

(1 1he submarine went de
at twenty two knoils ito the Ho
the datum a quick burst o;’ :
followed by two depth cn:
coming from one of the

were y
;e Were osses as
the attvack.

to the Zag
vreparing
» contaclz

o After further cvasion
the submarine was some twelve
to periccope depth to send
detected clesing freoa
two Escoris inside ten
wers heard again to the
detected the subnervine
Bzt 2E-2105 fuziher
and the two sonar s
Subseaguent onhoard
noises prior to £
vwere firing some
vere congidered ¢
wheth
in sup
.rx-h‘

8, At 2200 the
attack Yeport.

9. Having
ad droprped as
On receipt of
the group.

the side of
of Nk & Nod 4°s

.

LGRANGYS thick aszouy rl,_n

t
co
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UK EYHS *pr

ik
ku,.k'i

O} (om(& The Task Group W(,‘(.')‘L} conducting a ver; limited zig zay plan of
)0 approximately avourd Z70°. taving manoeuvred in ing positicy on
the port beam of the target, the parumeters eon firing were

Own Course 010

Own sveed 6 kts
Target Course 280 296 )
Target speed 10 knots H 10 kts ) Reconstiruction
Torpedo Track Angle 90 105, )
Range on firing 1460 yds 5 1200 yds) from the LOP
Gyro Angles 1st YWeapon 1 Right

2nd Weapon Zgrc

%rd ‘icapf‘)v 2 Left

.

Angular Spacing
Hitting Run

~ 575 ceconds timed on.Sonav

10. A 3 torpedo salvo was
the poor wigibility (3 % } made A ar
onz hit, Onboar

The command requirsment w
nnd L':)» LOY 5ol:

Solutions because

ranging difficult.
analysis, using both the isual
gives two hits froo
ing astern., This id

r didcharge of
gives two

; solution from the final
second and third ysapons, viih t
rot suprorted by the visual sn‘s'»:n“ o
the first weapen, Replaying the 3czzr Recerding of the at
definite explosicns with a possible third, althrugh tris was confiroad
visually. flo visual assc rl"nugn 10 the BRELGRALO was possible because
evasive acticn was tal'en to cle~r {he area from mo tuc escorting destroyers.
The submarine ‘nat detected thr 108t this 2 "\

CZ2's CONCLUSIONS

3

sdeyANDTER O

s

v
Js Lfter a‘thirty hour
;llcwmg tre Copip

TC 79.3

were changed

the ROY

|

rards on tl*e

ya
e hour sznk ¥ 1

o5 A zalvo
seza of the CG
lruiser.

i

; L
:, Al least fo ountar atiacks were heard but bnly
e was reilatively cl fully evaded to the South "‘ast.
pbozrd asseusment no en randem rather than against
he counter detect
¥ i it

t b
< In the right s MHark 8 torpedo ig still a successful weapon.

3 | : / [

. A Tack Group ; 28 Lc- ouer covs v'Ll\' in potentially no-:t:.le \/_
abzarine waters without corns AANE S5 s, once dctectnd cen expect 9
e successfully attatked. > b
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GRS 450

S'E CRIET : !
M WASHINGTON 2823287 MAY B2

TO IMMEDIATE FC O

TELEGRAM NUMBER 1569 OF 2 MAY -

INFO F L A S H UKMIS NEW YORK (PERSONAL FOR SECRETARY OF STATE
AND AMBASSADOR),

WASHINGTON TELEGRAM NO 15663 FALKLANDS, YOUR TALX WITH HAIG

1, AS YOU HAD TO CATCH THE PLANE TO NEW YORK IMMEDIATELY AFTER
HA1G TELEPHONED YOU THIS AFTERNOON FOLLOWING TODAY'S D1 SCUSSIONS
YOU ASKED ME TO RING HIM AND CLARIFY TWO POINTS,

2. THIS | HAVE DONE, EXPLAINING THAT THERE WERE A GREAT MANY POINTS
THAT NEEDED CLAR!FYIRG IN THE PERUVIAN PROPOSALS AND THAT YOU
WOULD NOT WANT TO BE SUDDENLY FACED WITH A COMMUN | CATION FROM HIM,
HA1G, SAYING THAT THE ARGENTINIANS HAD AGREED AND THAT IT WAS NOW
UP TO US TO SAY THAT WwE DID LIKEWISE,

3, HAIG SAID THAT HE WAS VERY MUCH AWARE OF THIS. HE WOULD AVOID
ANYTHING LIKE THAT HAPPENING, HE SA|D THAT HE THOUGHT THAT THE
PROPOSALS OFFERED UP A GREAT DEAL, PERHAPS THE ONLY AREA WHERE IT
WAS LESS THAN {DEAL FROM OUR POINT OF VIEW WAS THE INVOLVEMENT OF
THIRD PARTIES IN THE TEMPORARY ADMINISTRATION OF THE 1ISLANDS.
ACCORDING TO H1S LATEST INFORMATION ARGENTINA WERE SAYING THAT THEY
WOULD WANT THE CONTACT GROUP, WHICH WOULD CARRY OUT THIS TASK,

TO BE COMPOSED OF VENEZUELA AND CANADA, AS WELL AS BRAZIL, PERU,
THE FRG AND THE USA. | SALD THAT | WAS SURE THAT THIS WOULD BE
UNAGCEPTABLE TO US. [T WOULD MEAN THERE wOULD BE THREE LATIN
AMERICANS IN THE INTERIM ADMINISTRATION, |F DECISIONS HAD TO BE
TAKEN BY A MAJORITY THEY COULD BLOCK IT, VENEZUELA WAS PARTICULARLY
OFFENSIVE GIVEK THE!IR KNOWN CLOSE ASSOCIATION WITH ARGENTINA [N THE
RECENT CRISIS. HAIG SAID THAT TO HAVE AS MANY AS SiX WAS OF COURSE
ABSURD BUT ME THOUGHT THERE MIGHT BE SOMETHING TO BE SAID FOR
ENGAGING VENEZUSLA IN THE PROCESS, HE ASKED ME WHETHER THERE WAS
ANY OTHER COUNTRY OF THE AREA THAT WE WOULD PREFER, | SAID TRINIDAD
WOULD BE MUCH MORE SATISFACTORY, HE SAID THAT HE THOUGHT THAT MIGHT
BE ACCEPTABLE,
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4, | SAID THAT IT WAS TOO SUDDEN FOR US TO BE NEGOTIATING NEW
PROPOSALS, YOU DID NOT WANT TO BE RUSHED, YOU HAD NOT CONSULTED
LONDON ABOUT THEM, MOREOVER THERE WAS ANOTHER AREA OF DOUBT. IN
YOUR MIND, WHAT WAS GOING YO HAPPEN IN PRACTICAL TERMS |F THE
PARTIES AGREED? HOW COULD WE BE SURE THAT THE ARGENTINIANS WERE
GOING TO STICK BY THE SCHEME, HAIG SAID THAT IF T CAME TO THE
POINT HE WOULD GIVE THE ARGENTINIANS A SHORT SPACE OF TIME, SAY
24 HOURS, IN WHICH TO SEND THEIR FOREIGN MINISTER TO A GIVEN
PLACE WITH FULL AUTHORITY FROM THE JUNTA TO SIGN UP. HAIG ADDED,
HOWEVER, THAT HE THOUGHT THAT THE ARGENTINIANS MIGHT SAY THAT
THEY COULD ONLY COMPLY WITH THIS TIMETABLE |F THERE WAS NO
FURTHER BRITISH MILITARY ACTION AGAINST THE |SLANDS IN THE
MEANTIME ¢ AND THEY WOULD GIVE AN UNDERTAKING THAT THEY WOULD NOT
ENTER THE TEZ, | SA1D THAT- wE COULD KOT DO ANYTHING THAT INHIBITED
US FROM MAINTAINING THE MiLITARY PRESSURE,

5. HAIG SAID THAT HE WOULD GEY I.NTO TOUCH WITH ME AS SOON AS HE
HEARD AGAIN FROM THE ARGENTINIANS,

HENDERSON
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INFO JHMEDIATE WASHINGTSH

1. AT HIS PRESS CONFERE

SERIAL 6

NCE AT 1900 HRS LOCAL TU'E THIS EVENING

i PRESIDENT BELAUNDE ANNOUNCED THAT MR HAIG HAD TSLEPHOMED HiM
ik LAST NIGHT TO PUT TO HiM A 7-POINHT PLAN. HE DID NOT REVEAL AHY
DETAILS EXCEPT THAT IN HI3 YIEW IT DID NOT IHVOLVE ANY CAPITULATION
BY EJTHER SIDE, THERE WAS NO AGREEMENT CM [T AS YET BUT THE
ARGENTINES WERE COMSIDERING IT AND THE PRESIDENT HOPED TO BE ABLE
{ TO MAKE AN AMNOUNCEMENT E£1THER LATER TONIGHT OR TOMORROW MCRNING,
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TELZGRAM NUM3ER 137 OF 3 MaY

INFO FLASH WASHINGTON

FALKLAMDS® NY TEL H0O 134

1. THE FOREIGN MINISTER SUMMUNESD ME THIS EVEYING, IR ARIAS 3EGAN
3Y SAYING THAT HE MUCH AOPED wE WOULD HAVE 500D MEWS SHOOTLY.

HE 3A1D THAT AF THE CONVERSAT ION REPCRTZO 14 MY TUR HE HaD
SPOKEN TO PRES IDENT BSLAJYNDE WHO HAD Q2CIDED TO MAXE A FURTHER
ATTEZHPT TO 3RZAK THE DJEALCCK AND 3R ING A30OUT AN IMMSDIATE CEASEF IRE,
DR AR 145 SA1D THAT ON PRE3 IJE4TIAL INSTRUCT IONS hE HAD TELEPHONED
CCSTA MINOEZ TO PRESS UPON HIM A FORMULA WHICH MIGHT CFFEP THE
3EST CHANCE OF AN IMMEDIATE SOLUTIOHM, OR ARIAS REPEATED THAT A
WAY HAD TO BE FOUND TO ALLOW THE ARGENTINES TO CLIMB DOWN WITHOUT
TOO MUCH LOSS OF FACE, THEY HAD THEREFORE CONSIDERED WHETHER A
TEAT WHICH wWOULD [NCLUDE A TOKEN REFEZRENCE TO THE ARGENTINE CLAIM
TO SOVERE IGNTY IN THE (FCLLOWING .WORD UNDERLIMED) INTRODUCTORY
PART MIGHT SUFFICE TO B8R ING A30UT A WITHDRAWAL OF THE ARGENTINE
TROCPS, PRESIDENT 3ELAUNDE HAD ALSO TELEZPHONED PRESED REAGAN

(BUT HAD FAILED TO GET THROUGH) IN ORDER TO INSTILL A SENSE OF
URGENCY AND TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE PRESENCZ OF MR PYM IN WASH-
INGTON, MR HAIG HAD SU3SZQUENTLY SPOXEN ON THE TELEPHOWE SEVERAL
TIMES WITH PRES IDENT SELAUNDE.

2. DR ARIAS SAID THAT SOME PROCEDURAL DIFFICULTIES HAD AR ISEN
QURING THE CQURSE OF THE VAR IOUS TELEPHONE CONVERSATICHS wHICH
RELATED TO THE INCLUSION OF THE UNMITED STATES AND/OR PERU AS
MEMSERS OF THE INTERIM ADMINISTRATION, OR ARIAS TOLD ME I%

CONF IDENCS THAT PRESIDENT BELAUNDE HAD NO OBJECTIGN TO PERU 3E14G
EXCLUDZD IF 3Y SO DOING A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT COULD 3E CSTAINED.
3UT ¥R HAIG HAD INTIMATED THAT THE US wWOULD SCT wiSH TO 36 EACLUDED
FRCM THE UDMINISTERING GROUP SINCE THIS WOULD OTHERwISE 40T 3€
ACCEPTAZLE TO THE UK. oAt

3. IN THE EVENT AwD IN GRDER TO 3IMPLIFY “ATTERS, A 7-POINT
FORMULA HAD BEEN WORKED OUT. TEXT IS IN MIFT. THERE IS A

SPANISH TEXT AMD AN EMGLISH TZXT WHICH DR ARIAS SAID HAD VIRTUALLY
3ZEN DICTATED OVER THE TELZPHONE 3Y MR HAIG.

CONFIDENTL:L {5
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4, IN REPLY TO MY SPECIFIC QUESTION DR AR1AS SAID THAT THE
7-POINT FORMULA HAD THE APPROVAL OF COSTA MENDEZ SEMICCLON THAT
GENERAL GALTIER! HAD TOLD PRESIDENT 3ELAUMDE THAT HE WAS
CUOTE WELL DISPOSZD UNQUOTE TOWARDS IT HUT THAT HE HAD HIS
QUOTE SENATZ UNQUOTE ( 1E THE MILITARY JUNTA) TO CONSULT AND
CONVINCE, DR ARJAS 3AID THAT THE MILITARY JUMTA WAS MEET ING
EVEN AT THIS MOMSNT TO GONSIDER THE TERMS AND THAT A REPLY WAS
SXPECTZD HOURLY, OR ARIA3 SAID THAT HME HAD RIASON TO SELIEVE THAT
MR HAIG’S PROPOALS HAD 3ETN CONVEYSD WITH THE SHOWLEDGE OR AT
LEASE THE CONSENT OF MR PYM, DR ARIAS EMPHASISED THAT PRESIDENT
3SLAUNDE WAS ANXIQUS NCT TO LOSE THE MOMEINTUM ANDTHAT IT HAD
BEZN CONVEYZED TO WASHINGTON THAT IF THI FORMULA @AS ACCEPTASLE,
THE SIGNATURE OF AN INTER M DOCUMENT wOQULD TAKE PLACE IN LIMA,
{ 2R ARIAS WARNED ME TO SXPICT INSTRUCT HONS TONIGHT aND ADDED THAT
THEY WERE MAKING ARRANGEZMENTS TO STAGE A GRAHD SIGHATURE CEREMONY
IN LKA,

waLLACE
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1, HAIG HAS REEN ON THE TELEPHONE TO ME AT SOME LENCGTH THREE TIMES
ALREADY TODAY : i d

2 HE wAs AN)!OUo TO KNON HOW YOU HAD GOT CK N NEW YORK AND I
TOLD HiIM OF PEREZ DE CUELLAR'S IDEAS AND OF YOUR IhMctlhTE
COMMENRTS (UrmiS TELKO €31),

3 HE TOLD ME THAT HE HAD 'SPOKEH TO THE PERUVIAN PRESIDEHT AT

1.08 AM TOBAY, THE {ATTER HAD COMPLAINED RITTERLY THAT BRITISH
ACTION HAD TORPEDOED THE CHANCES OF PEACE, HE WAS CRITICAL OF THE
USA AS WVELL AS.OF THE UK, THEY WOULD EQTH HOW HAVE TO FAY A HEAVY
PRICE, HE MINTED THAT THE SOVIET UNION WOULD NOW BE INCREASINGLY
INVOLVED, HAIG SAID THAT HE THOUGHT A GUOD DEAL GF JOINT THINKIKG
WAS KEEDED ON HOW TO GET NEGOTIATIONS GOING AGAIN, THERE WAS A HEAD
OF STEAM BUILLING UP IN THE AMERICAN HEMISPHERE, COSTA MENDEZ MIGHT
COME BACK TO THE RIO TREATY ORGANISATION CONFIDENT THAT HE COULD
GET SUPPORT FOR SANCTIONS, THE AMERICANS WOULD OF COURSE VETO IT
BUT IT WOULD DIVIDE THE HEMISPHERE BETWEEN MORTH AND SOUTH,
ACCORDING TO H1S INFORMATION THE MOOD IN BA WAS GETTING VERY

UGLY BOTH AGAINST THE BRITISH AND AMERICANS, 1T WAS BEING PUT ABOUT :
THAT THE CRUISER HAD FEEh HIT AS A RESULT OF {NTELLIGENCE PASSED BY

St o i S Palt




b 3 .\i:.:\, @
_'.l by X : . & BE : ,
/ . ' | o' o it
] i o [ Al
) SECRET :

Ve IM WASHINGTON 8320197 MAY 82
g To FLASH FCO

TELEGRAM HO 1574 OF 3 MAY
INFO IMMEDIATE UKIIS NEW YORK

FALKLANDS

", 1. HAIG HAS BEEN ON an TcLEPHowE TO ME AT SOME LENETH THREE TIMES
ALREADY TODAY, -

2, HE WAS ANXIOUS TO KNOW HOW YOU HAD GOT GK IN NEW YORK AND 1
TOLD Wik OF PEREZ DE CUELLAR'S IDEAS AND OF YOUR IMMELIATE
COMMENTS (UKNIS TELKO €31),

3 HE TOLD ME THAT HE HAD SPOKEW TO THE PERUVIAN PRESIDEHT AT

1.08 AN TODAY, THE [ATTER HAD COMPLAINED RITTERLY. THAT BRITISH
ACTION HAD TORPEDOED THE CHANCES OF PEACE, HE WAS CRITICAL OF THE
USh AS WVELL AS.OF THE UK, THEY WOULD EQTH HOW HAVE TO PAY A HEAVY
PRICE, HE HINTED THAT THE SOVIET UNION WOULD NOW BE INCREASINGLY
INVOLVED, HAIG SAID THAT HE THOUGHT A GOOD DEAL OF JOINT THINKING
WAS KEEDPED ON HOW TO GET NEGOTIATIONS GOING AGAIN, THERE WAS A HEAD
OF STEAM BUILLING UP IN THE AMERICAN HEMISFHERE, COSTA MENDEZ MIGHT
COME BACK TO THE RIO TREATY ORGANISATION CONFIDENT THAT HE COULD
GET SUPPORT FOR SANCTIONS, THE AMERICANS WOULD OF COURSE VETO IT
BUT IT WOULD DiVIDE THE HEMISPHERE BETWEEN NMORTH AND SOUTH,
ACCORDING TO KIS INFORMATION THE MOOD IN BA WAS GETTING VERY

UGLY BOTH AGAINST THE BRITISH AND AMERICANS, 1T WAS BEING PUT ABOUT :
THAT THE CRUISER HAD PEEN HIT AS A RESULT OF {HTELLIGENCE PASSED BY

S miate e o7 e gt ARC T




\, hL:'pLOVAT‘(, lN'TIAT'\/E SHOULD BE TAIEN,

") 4, HAIG THOUGHT THAT THERE WAS A SERIOUS DANGER THAT IF FURTHER
SUCGESSFUL MILITARY ACTION WAS TAKEN BY US U,S, CPINION, AND FOR
THAT WATTER WESTERN OPINION MORE' GENERALLY, MIGHT BECOME LESS
FAVOURABLEfTO\ARDS US, PEQPLE MIGHT SAY WE WERE OVER REACT)NG-

l = e

Sy ] REMINDLD H!M THAT, ACCORDlNG T0 thOhWAT!ON THHf HE VOULD HAVE

SEEN, THE ARGENTINIANS HAD ORDERED THREE FRIGATES TO ATTACK THE

HERMES AND THE CARRIER HAD BEEN GIVEN INSTRUCTIONS TO ATTACK BRITISH

SHIPS, IT COULD NOT THEREFORE BE SAID THAT THE ARGENTINIARS WERE

BEHAVING PEACEFULLY AWD THAT [T WAS ONLY US WHO WERE PREPARED FOR

CONTIhU:D ACTION. |F THE ARGENTINIANS WANTED PEACL Tk:RE WAS NO
';_DanICULTY WHATEVER FOR THEM TO SHOW IT,

6. HAIG SAID THAT IT WAS DIFFICULT TO KHOW VHETHER BANGING THE
ARGENTINIANS HARD WAS THE ONLY THING THAT WOULD BRING THEM TO
NEGOTIATE OR WHETHER |T MADE THEM MORE INFLEXIBLE, | MADE THE
ORVIOUS RETORT THAT WHEN FOR THREE VEEKS VE WAD KOT DONE ANYTHING
AGA{NST THEM THEY HAD SHOWN NO FLEXIBILITY,

7. HALG SAID THAT HE DID HOT DISAGREE EBUT HE WAS SURE SOMETHING
OUGHT TO RE DONE, HE WONDERED WHETHER IT WAS NOT NOW THE TURN FCR
LOKDOK TO SHOVW AN INITIATIVE IN FAVOUR OF PEACE, HE RCPEATED HIS
FEAR ABOUT THE WAY THE PRESS N THE USA MIGHT SWING AGAINST US |F
WE APPEAREL TCO RELLICOSE, COULD NOT MRS THATCEER COME FURWARD WITH
SOME SUCH DECLARATION THAT SHE WOULD BE PREPARED TC DES‘ST FrOM
HOSTILITIES IN A CERTAIN SPACE OF TIME, PROVIDED THE ARGEKTIKIANS
EXPRESSED A READINESS TG DO THE SAME ARD TO AGREE TO HITHDRAW.‘l
SAID THAT THE ARGENTIMIANS HAD HAD PLENTY OF TiME TO NEGOTlATE.AND
WHAT WE COULD HOT DO A% THIS STAGE WAS TO LET UP THE MILITARY

PRE SSURE UNLESS THERE WAS A CATEGOR|CAL ASSURANCE THAT THE
ARGEHTtﬂIAHS WERE GOING TO WITHDRAW AND DESIST FROM HILITARY ACTION,
KA1G REPEATED HIS CONCERR AGAINST JUST CARRYING CON AS Ve ARE, HE
PEDSHOT THIhV PEREZ DE CUELLAR \OULD GET AKYWHERE, HE WAS

THINKING OF PUTTING TOGETHER A SEVEN POIRT SCHEWE THAT HE HAD

DI SCUSSED hITH YOU YESTERDAY EbT HE WOULD CORNSULT WITH US FIRST,

HE REPEATED THE VIEW HE.HAS PUT TO US ALREADY THAT THE ONLY ADVERSE
ASFECT OF {T FROM OUR POINT OF VIEW WAS THE FACT THAT THE CORTACT
GROUP WOULD COIPRISE SI¥% PARTIES, THREE OF THEM FROh LATIN AMERICA,
THE CROUP HE 1S NOW THINKING OF FOR AN IRTERIM AUTHORITY WOULD
|NCLUD§ THE USA,.THE,ERG, JAMAICA, VENEZUELA, PRAZIL AND PERU,

—) - ] SAID THAT THIS WOULD MEAN THAT THE LATIN AMERICANS COULD BLOCK ANY
e ACTEDR 5 AL SA SAIT TUAT_ACAARDLMA TA. AND ANENIRATINN Tu:‘




HE REPEATED THE VIEW HE HAS PUT TO US ALREADY THAT THE ONLY ADVERSE
ASPECT OF T FROM OUR POINT OF VIEW WAS THE FACT THAT THE CONTACT
. ., GROUP WOULD COMPRISE SIX PARTIES, THREE OF THEM FROM LATIN AMERICA,
THE GROUP HE 1S NOW THINKING OF FOR AN INTERIM AUTHORITY WOULD
INCLUDE THE USA, THE FRG, JAMAICA, VENEZUELA, BRAZIL AND PERU,
| SAID THAT THIS WOULD MEAN THAT THE LATIN AMERICANS COULD BLOCK ANY .
ACTION, | ALSO SAID THAT ACCORDING TO OUR INFORMATION THE
ARGENTINIANS HAD REJECTED THESE PROPOSALS, WHICH WERE THE SAME AS
THE PERUVIAN PROPOSALS, ON THE GROUNDS THAT THEY COULD NOT
NEGOTIATE UNDER DURESS (IE THE TORPEDOING OF THE CRUISER). HAIG
SAID HE THOUGHT THAT ALTHOUGH THE ARGENTINIANS WERE BENT ON A ;
SUICIDE COURSE SOME EFFORT SHOULD BE MADE TO REFLOAT Suck |DEASs
HE WOULD BE PUTTING SOMETHING TO US VERY SHORTLY AND WAS MOST
EAGER FOR YOUR REACTIONS, | SAID IN ANSWER TO G’S LAST. CALL THAT
YOU WERE ON THE FLIGHT HOME SO YOU COULD NOT BE EXPECTED TO REACT
IMMEDIATELY ®

8. ‘I TRIED TO RESTRA IN HAIG FROM BEING TOO PRECIPITOUS, HE ASSUKED
ME THAT HE WAS NOT BEING PANICKY.
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TELEGRAM NUMBER & DATED 3 MAY 82 N
INFO IMMEDIATE F C 0, WASHINGTON

YOUR TELSNOS 137-139% FALKLANDS

FOLLOWING FROM PRIVATE SECRETARY

1. YOU SHOULD BY NOW HAVE RECEIVED COPIES CF WASH INGTON

TELEGRAMS NOS 1566 AND 1569 TO FCO, WHICH GIVE THE BACKGROUND.
PLEASE GET IN TOUCH IMMEDIATELY WITH FOREIGN MINISTER AND/OR
PRESIDENT®S OFFICE TO ENSURE (YOUR TELNO 139) THAT NO ANNCUNCEMENT
IS MADE WITH IMPLIES THAT WE HAVE AGREED TC THESE PRCPOSALS

OR EVEN MAD THEM FORMALLY PRESENTED 7O US. THE SECRETARY oF
STATE'S POSITICN 1S AS DESCRIBED IN WASHINGTCN TELS UNDER
REFERENCE., ;

2. YDU MAY AT YOUR DISCRETION ASSURE YCUR INTERLOCUTCRS THAT

THE SECRETARY OF STATE IS GRATEFUL FOR THE EFFORTS WHICH PRESIDENRT
BELAUNDE !S MAKING TO SECURE A SETTLEMENT CF THE DISPUTE

ON A BASIS WHICH RESPECTS THE BASIC PRINCIPLES CF [NTERNATIONAL
LAW., WE WILL BE PREPARED TO CONSIDER CAREFULLY ANY IDEAS PRESENTED
TO US WHICH SEEM LIKELY TO ENSURE WHAT MUST BE THE FIRST
REQUIREMENT: A WITHDRAWAL OF ARGENT INE TRCOPS WHICH UNLAWFULLY
INVADED AND OCCUPIED THE FALKLAKDS. BUT WE MUST BE SATISIFIED
THAT THE WITHDRAWAL WiLlL BE PROPERLY SUPERVISED, THAT THERE

wilL BE EFFECTIVE QUARANTEES THAT THE ARGENTINES WILL IMPLEMENT
WHATEYER AGREEMENT MAY BE REACHED, AND THAT ANY INTERIM
ARRARGEMENTS AND THE FRAMEWORK FOR NEGOTIATIONS FOR A DEFINITIVE
SETTLEMENT ARE NOT SUCH AS TO PREJUDICE THE PRINCIPLES TO wHICH

WE ATTACH IMPORTANCE. WE ARE PREPARED TO wORK HARD FOR 4
SATISFACTORY SOLUTION, BUT WE CANNOT CUT CORNERS WHEN MATTERS

OF SUCH IMPORTANCE ARE AT STAKE. NEITHER CAN WE RERCUNCE °

THE EXERCISE OF OUR RIGHT OF SELF DEFENCE WHILE ARCENTINE TRCOPS
MAINTAIN THEJR UNLAWFUL OCCUPATION CF THE FALKLANCS,
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.. 1, SINCE SENDING TUR, HAIG ASKED TO SEE ME, HE HAD JUST BEEN SPEAKING
" ON THE TELEPHONE TO THE PRESIDENT OF PERU. GENERAL I GLESIAS AND

ADMIRAL ANAYA HAD JUST ARRIVED IN LIMA FRCM BUENOS AIRES. PRESIDENT

BELAUNDE BELJEVED THAT SOMETHING REAL MUST BE DONE TO BRING ABOUT

A CEASEFIRE, HE BELJEVED THAT THE ARGENTIMIANS WOULD ACCEPT THE

SEVEN PROPOSALS, HAIG SALID THAT THEY WOULD BE ADJUSTED TO PROVIDE

FOR INTERIM ADMINISTRATION SIMPLY BY THE US AND PERU. THE COHTACT

GROUP OF SIX WOULD RE CONCERMED ONLY WITH TRYING TO FIND A

LONG-TERM SOLUTION., HAIG WAS MOST EAGER TO KNOW WHETHER WE COULD

GO ALONG WITH THESE PROPOSALS OR SOMETHING VERY SIMILAR TO THEM,

NO LESS PRESSING, IN HIS MIND, WAS THE NEED TO DO SOMETHING

IMMEDlATELY-TO TRY TO STOP THE FIGHTING, HE THOUGHT THERE WAS HOTHING

TO STOP US SINKING THE WHOLE ARGENTINIAN FLEET, THIS WOULD BRING

ABOUT THE COLLAPSE OF ANY AUTHORITY [N BUENOS AIRES AND THE CREATION

OF CHAOS, THE LIVES OF ALL FOREIGN SUBJECTS WOULD BE ENLCANGERED,

THERE WOULD BE NO-ONE TO DEAL WITH IN ARGENTINA AND THE WHOLE LATIN

AMERICAN WORLD WOULD BE ALIENATED, | REPEATED THE VIEW THAT | HAVE

EXPRESSED TO HIM OFTEN THAT THE LATIN AMERICANS WiLL NOT BE

ALIENATED BY FORCE BUT THEY WILL DESPISE AND BE ENCOURAGED BY.ANY

e SHOW OF_wFA«MESS.” PARTICUIARI Y WHEN.kE HAVE THE. CARDS_IN OUR HANDS.




NN
FOR THE PRIME MINISTER TO PROPOSE A GEASEFIRE TO COME INTO EFFECT
WITHIN A CERTAIN NUMBER OF HOURS, UNDER THIS PROFOSAL FOR A
‘?EASEFIKE WE WOULD UNDERTAKE NOT TO SHELL OR ATTACK THE }SLANDS,

OR TO CARRY OUT ANY OFFENSIVE MILITARY OPERATIONS OUTSIDE THE TEZ.
THE ARGENTINES wOULD UNDERTAKE TO WITHDRAW ALL NAVAL VESSELS FROM
. THE TEZ AND TO UNDERTAKE NO AR ATTACKS. {F THE ARGENTINIANS REFUSE
THIS CEASEFIRE, HOWEVER, THEY WOULD PUT THEMSELUVES IN THE WRONG
WITH WORLD OP(NION AND MRS THATCHER WOULD HAVE SHOWN MAGNANIMITY
N VICTORY, ' '

3. HAIG’S IDEA WAS THAT THIS CEASEFJRE WOULD BE FOLLOWED BY THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE SEVEN-POINT PLAN, HE EXPECTS TO REAR AGAIN
FROM THE PRESIDENT OF PERU WITHIN A MATTER OF AN HOUR OR TWO AND
1S MOST ANXIOUS TO HAVE SOME INKLING FROM LONDON ABOUT HOW HIS
IDEAS ARE RECEIVED,

4, | TOLD HIM THAT AFTER WAITING THREE WEEKS WMILE THE ARGENTINIANS
REINFORCED THE |ISLANDS WE WERE NOT IN A MOOD TO RUSH TO AN
ARMISTICE JUST BECAUSE THE ARGENTINIANMS WERE LOSIKG HANDS DOWN,

BUT HAIG SAID THAT HE THOUGHT THAT EVERYBODY KHEW lOW WHERE THE
"MILITARY SUPERIGRITY LAY AND HE WAS VERY WORRIED ‘IF WE GAVE THE
IMPRESSION OF DRIVING THINGS TOO FAR.

.51 AM SORRY IF ALL THIS SOUNDS A BIT IMPETUOUS RUT | WOULD LIKE
“TO HAVE SOME SORT OF REACTION FROM YOU {F ONLY TO GIVE BAIG A STEER
IN H!S PRESENT EXTREMELY ACTIVE FRAME OF MIND,

HENDE RSON

NN
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UKMIS NEW YORK TELNO 05 TO LIMAr FALKLANDS

1. | CALLED ON FORZIGN MIRISTER AT 0630 AND SPCKE TO HIM AS
INSTRUCTED. DR ARIAS MADE NO COMMENT

2. HE THEN TOLD ME THAT LATE LAST NIGHT THE ARGENTINE MILITARY

JUNTA HAD REJECTED THE PERUVIAN PROPOSALS QUOTE AS A RESULT OF THE
TORPEDOING OF THE ARGENTINE CRUISER UNQUOTE. THE MESSAGE TO THE
PERUVIAN GOVERNMENT SA|D THAT IN THE LIGHT OF THIS QUOTE

REPEATED AGGRESSION UNQUOTE, THEY COULD NOT CONSIDER ANY INITIATIVES
WHICH MIGHT SUGGEST THEY WERE NEGOTIATING UNDER DURESS. DR ARIAS
SAID THAT THE ARGENTINES HAD NOT ENTIRELY CLOSED THE DOOR BUT

THAT THEY NEEDED MORE TIME TO REVIEW ANY PROPOSALS !N THE LIGHT OF
THE MOST RECENT DEVELOPMENTS ON THE NAVAL FRONT,

WALLACE

ADDITIONAT DISTRI3UTICN
PATXTAND ISLANDS

S a4 D ] COPIES TO
CABINET OFFICE PS/CEANCELLOR §

SIR X COUZENS
MR ZAWTTY RS
SIR M PALLISER CASINST OFFICE

MISS DICESCN (ZIP DIVN) D/ENERGY
MR A WILLIAMS DSW 60




1

“Extracted from: HOUSE OF COMMONS

Dated: G- MaY

WA IIANSARD
&

108 Vol. 23

No.

®
Falkland Islands

4.7 pm

The Secretary of State for Defence (Mr. John Nott):
With permission, Mr. Speaker, I shall make a statement
about recent naval engagements in the South Atlantic,
following the operation conducted by our forces to
repossess the British sovereign territory of South Georgia.

In the House on 7 April 1 announced that our first naval
action would be to deny the Argentine forces on the
Falklands the means of sea reinforcement and resupply
“-om the mainland. British submarines have achieved that
*Jjective. With the arrival of our task force on 30 April
our next move was (o stop reinforcement and resupply
from the air, as well as by sea. Since the passing of
resolution 502 the Argentines, instead of withdrawing, had
continuously reinforced the islands. We gave two days’
prior warning to the Argentine Government of the
imposition of this total exclusion zone, and our task force
is now enforcing it.

The task force was despatched to the South Atlantic
with the support of the House and, I believe, of the
country. Since its arrival in these waters our overriding
duty has been to protect our task force against attack by
Argentine forces. =

We made it very clear to the Argentine Government and
to the United Nations more than a week ago, on 23 April,
that the Government would exercise their rights of self-
defence to the full, including the use of force under article
51 of the United Nations charter if this proved necessary
to protect our fleet.

1 shall now describe the military sequence of events.

ir attacks by Vulcan and Sea Harrier aircraft against Port
Stanley airfield were launched early on 1 May. The
runway was cratered and rendered unusable by transport
aircraft from the Argentine mainland. A further sortie was
made today to render the airstrip unusable for light supply,
communications and ground attack aircraft operating
within the Falkland Islands themselves. The other main

airfield on FEast Falkland at Goose Green has also .’

effectively been put out of action. v

On 1 May the Argentines launched attacks on our ships,
during most of the daylight hours. The attacks by
Argentine Mirage and Canberra aircraft operating from the
mainland were repulsed by British Sea Harriers. Had our
Sea Harriers failed to repulse the attacks on the task force,
our ships could have been severely damaged or sunk. In
fact, one Argentine Canberra and one Mirage were shot
down and others were damaged. We believe that another
Mirage was brought down by Argentine anti-aircraft fire.
One of our frigates suffered splinter damage as a result of
the air attacks and there was one British casualty whose
condition is now satisfactory. All our aircraft returned
safely. On the same day our forces located and attacked
what was believed to be an Argentine submarine which
was clearly in 2 position to torpedo our ships. It is not
known whether the submarine was hit.
. The prolonged air attack on our ships, the presence of
an Argentine submarine close by, and all other information
available to us, left us in no doubt of the dangers to our
task force from hostile action. . 5

The next day, 2 May, at 8 pm London time, one of our
submarines detected the Argentine cruiser, “General
Belgrano”, escorted by two destroyers. This heavily armed
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and was closing on elements of our task force, W

only hours away. We knew that the cruiser itsc
substantial fire power, provided by 15 6in guns, with a
range of 13 miles, and Seacat anti-aircraft missiles.
Together with its escorting destroyers, which we believe
were equipped with Exocet anti-ship missiles with a range
of more than 20 miles, the threat to the task force was such
that the task force commander could ignore it only at his
peril.

The House will know that the attack by our submarine
involved the capital ship only and not its escorting
destroyers, so that they should have been able to go to the
assistance of the damaged cruiser. We do not know
whether they did so, but, in so doing, they would not have
been engaged. 4

On 3 May, at about 4 am London time, a Sea King
helicopter keeping watch against submarine attack around
the task force was fired on by an Argentine ocean-going
patrol craft. This vessel was then attacked and sunk by a
Lynx helicopter. A second Lynx then came under attack
from another Argentine vessel, which was itself attacked
and damaged.

It must be a matter of deep concern to the House that
there has been loss of life from these engagements
including the sinking of the “General Belgrano™, but our
first duty must be the protection of our own ships and men.
There may be further attacks on our forces and they must
be allowed to act in self-defence. We cannot deny them
that right. Nor must we forget that military action began
by an attack on British marines and the forceable seizure
of British territory. The way of stopping the fighting
forthwith is for the Argentines to withdraw their garrison
from the Falkland Islands in compliance with the United
Nations resolution 502.

Mr. Denis Healey (Leeds, East): The right hon.
Gentleman rightly said in his press conference last night
that his policy was and would always be to use minimum
force under strict political control to achieve a diplomatic
solution. I confess that it is not always easy to achieve that
in the stress of battle. Nevertheless, on the evidence that
he has just given, it seems that he has successfully
achieved that objective, first, in the reoccupation of South
Georgia; secondly, in the attacks on the airficlds and
military facilities on the Falkland Islands; and, thirdly, in
the actions that he has just described within the total
exclusion zone.

1 shall address my questions entirely to the action
against the Argentine cruiser “General Belgrano”. The
right hon. Gentleman said that the Government were
concerned about the loss of life that had occurred. I
understand that the action took place 36 miles outside the
total exclusion zone. Although it appears now that there
have not been 1,000 lives lost, as we feared earlier, the
number must run into many hundreds. As I said in
questions to the Foreign Secretary after his statement, the
loss of life is already causing great concern among our
friends and allies all over the world..

Almost two days after the event it should be possible
for the Secretary of State to give the House more details
than were in his statement. It is in both his and the
Government's interest to do so if widespread international
concern about the incident is to be allayed.

First, will the right hon. Gentleman say how far the
Argcr.xlinc ships were from the task force? He said that they
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N-MOD STATE
1 THIS AFTERIOON.

1. THE FORSIGYH . AND.COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY MADE CLEAR-Ii HIS .
STATENMZHT IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS THIS MORNING THAT HZR
MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT'S HIGHEST PRICRITY IS TO ACHIEVE AN EARLY
YEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT OF THZ CURRENT CRISIS: BUT THAT IF THE
GOVERNMENT OF ARGENTINA DID NOT SHOW THE SAME READINESS AND
DESIRE TO REAGH A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT, IT SHOULD BE IN NO
DOUBT THAT HER MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT WOULD DO WAATEVER MAY BE
JECESSARY TO END THE UNLAWFUL ARGENTINE OCCUPATION OF THE .
FALKLAND ISLANDS. :

2. IN THIS CONTEXT, HER MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT WISHES TO RECALL
THAT ON 23 APRIL IT INFORMED THE GOVERNMENT OF ARGENTINA

THAT ANY APPROACH ON THE PART OF ARGENTINE WARSHIPS, SUSBMARINES,
HAVAL AUXILIARIES OR MILITARY AIRCRAFT WHICH COULD AMOUNT TO A
THAEAT TO INTERFERZ WITH THZ MISSION OF BRITISH FORCES IN THE

SOUTH ATLANTIC WOULD ENCOUNTER THE APPROPRIATE RESPONSE.

IN ADDITIOW, ALL ARGENTINWE AIRCRAFT, INCLUDING CIVIL AIRCRAFT,

ZHGAGING IH SURVEILLANCE OF THESE BRITISH FORCES, WOULD

-BE REGARDED AS HOSTILE AND WERE LIABLE TO BE DEALT WITH

ACCORDINGLY. .
3. . IN ADDITION, HER MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT HAS MADE, CLEAR THAT

1
RESTRICTED




RESTRICTED ; i
4193 - 1

"ALL ARGENTIN E VESSELS, - INCLUDING MSZRCHANT VESSELS, OR FISHING
VESSELS, APPAREHNTLY ENGAGING: IN SURVEILLANCE OF OR IHTELLIG’WCE
GATHERIN@:ACTIVITIES AGAINST BRITISE FORCES IN THE SOUTP ATLANTIC
. WOULD ALSO B REGARDED AS HOSTILE AND WERE LIABLE TO BE DEALT
WITH ACCORDINGLY.
4. FROM 1100 GHT OV 30TH APRIL HZR MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT
EbTABLISHaD A TOTAL EXCLUSION ZONE AROUND THE FALKLAND ISLANDS.
HER hAJnSTY‘S GOVERNMENT WILL CONTINUE TO ENWFORCE THIS
EXCLUSION ZOME WHICH APPLIES NOT OHLY TO ARGENTINE WARSHIPS 1 %
AND ARGENTINE HAVAL AUXILIARIES BUT ALSO TO ANY OTHER SHIPS,
INCLUDING MERCHANT AilD FISHING VESSELS WHICH ARE OPERATING IN
SUPPORT OF THE ILLEGAL OCCUPATION OF THE FALKLAKD ISLANDS
BY ARGENTINE FORCES: AND THIS ALSO APPLIES TO ANY AIRCRAFT,
YWHETHER MILITARY OR CIVIL, WHICH IS OPZRATING IR SUPPORT OF THAT
ILLEGAL OCCUPATIOHN.
S LA JESTY'S GOV NT HAS CONSISTENTLY 14ADZ CLEZAR
THAT THE UNITED XINGDDM HAS THE .RIGHT TO TAKE WHATEVER
ADDITIONAL HEASURES MAY BE NEEDED‘IN EXERCISE OF ITS -INHERENT
RIGHT OF SELF-DEFENCE UNDER ARTICLE 51 OF THZ UNITED NATIOHS
CHARTER. HER MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT WILL TAKE ALL NECESSARY
MEASURES I THE SOUTH ATLANTIC IN THE SELF-DEFEZNCE OF BRITISH
SHIPS AND AIRCRAFT ENGAGED IN OPERATIONS AHD-IN RE-SUPPLYING
AiD REINFORCING BRITISY FORCES IN THZ SOUTH ATLAUTIC. BECAUSE
OF THZ PROXIMITY OF ARGENTINE BASE S AND THE DISTANCES THAT
HOSTILE FORCES CAN COVER UNDETECTED, PARTICULARLY AT NIGHT
AiiD Ii! BAD WEATHZR, HER MAJESTY'S GOVERIt T WARNS THAT ARY
ARGENTINE WARSHIP OR MILITARY AIRCRAFT WHICH ARE FOUND MORE
THAN 12 RAUTICAL MILES FROM THE ARGENTINE COAST WILL BE REGARDED
AS HOSTILE AND ARE LIABLE TO BE DEALT WITH ACCORDINGLY.
EHDS ; ;

PLEASE ASK THE SWISS TO CONVEY THIS URGENTLY TO THE ARGENTINé
GOVERNMZUT, ADDING TdnT HMG REGARD IT AS HAVING IMMEDIATE
EFFECT.

(OTH R INFORMATION RECIPIENTS). PLEASE BRING-THE TEXT
THIS AMHOUNCEMENT TO THE ATTEWTION OF THE GOVERNMENT OR .
AUTHORITIES TO WHO4 YOU ARE ACCREDITED. ITS MAIN PURPOSE

2.
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- IS OF COURSE TO REDUCE THE POSSIBILITY OF MISUNDERSTANDIHG

- ABOUT OUR INTENTIONS USDER ARTICLE 51 OF THE UN CHARTER,
70 ENSUAE THAT EARLIER WARNINGS ISSUED TO ARGENTINA ARE
CLEARLY UNDERSTOOD TO REMATH TIH FORCE: AND TO GIVE FURTHER _
PRECISION T0 THE CIRCUMSTANCES IN WHICH ARGENTINE FORCES
WILL 3% REGARDED AS CONSTITUTIG h THRSAT T0 TITERFERE HITH

MISSION OF BRITISH FORCIS IN T i ATLAWTIC.
FURTHER GUIDAWCE BY SEPARATE TELEGRAM. \

P

FALme ISLANDS GENERAL ADDITIONAL DISTRIBUTION
FCO ; ! FALKLAND ISLANDS
5 S AM D.

CABINET OFFICE 3 .
: RESTRICTED -
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