FROM THE CHAIRMAN

COMMITTEE OFFICE
HOUSE OF COMMONS

LONDON SWIA OAA
01-219 (Direct Line)
01-219 3000 (Switchboard)

FOREIGN AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

25 July 1984

LQ/\/\ /lwo\’\/d dﬁ“@d"“ J

Falkland Islands Inquiry

On 16 July John Stanley wrote to me, enclosing a note
about changes in the Rules of Engagement issued to HM Forces
in the South Atlantic between 2 April and 15. June 1982, which
had been prepared in response to an earlier request from the
Committee to the Foreign and Commonwealth Office for a list of
changes in the ROEs during that period.

At its meeting today the Committee considered the note
submitted by the Ministry of Defence and concluded that; 'in
the light of other information which had become available to
them (which is referred to below), it would be desirable for
the Ministry of Defence to be questioned further on this
matter. The Committee have accordingly instructed me to
invite you, or such other Minister as you think appropriate,
to attend to give evidence, in private, soon after the House
reassembles in the autumn. | Lf you agreel te Ehils request, no
doubt your office will liaise with the Clerk of the Committee
about a convenient date and time.

The Committee also considered certain documents which
were submitted as evidence to the Committee last week. Under
the general authority granted to Select Committees by Mr
Speaker, the Committee agreed that, as a potential witness
before the Committee, you should be supplied with these
documents. They are enclosed. The Clerk of the Committee has
taken one photocopy of the documents, which will be retained
by him under secure conditions. The Committee expect the
originals to be returned in due course.
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In view of the delicaeviiof ‘this matter, I havernol
formally communicated with the Defence Select Committee on the
subject, but I have privately briefed Humphrey Atkins on what
has occurred.

I should stress ‘thatleurfiesiginal intere sl e
subject only arose in the context of that part of our inquiry
which relates to allegations about the effect of the sinking
of the Argentine cruiser Belgrano on the so-called Peruvian
peace proposals in early Mays 1982V and ouriirequestlifor ia paper
on the ROEs was intended to seek confirmation of Francis Pym's

.. statement to us that the ROEs had been frequently changed
‘during the course of the South Atlantic conflict. Our reasons
for now wishing to take further private evidence on this

- Jmatter will be self-evident from the contents of the first of
the two documents submitted to us.

Sir Anthony Kershaw MC MP

Rt Hon Michael Heseltine MP
Secretary of State for Defence
Ministry of Defence

Whitehall
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I would also emphasise = crucizl point made by the Pri:
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