MOD FORM 284 (UNLINED)

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE POLICE

Statement of Witness
CJ Act 1967 ss 2 & 9; M C Rules 1968 R 58

NAME Thomas Glanmor. HUGHES

HM Naval Base, Devonport, Plymouth
Police
TEL. No. (if any) ... .. .......OCCUPATION..QfT1icer .DATE OF BIRTH....Over 21.

RECORDED AT . MOD LONDON - BY SELF

This statement (consisting of. e pages each signed by me) is true to the best of my knowledge
and belief and I make it knowing that, if it is tendered in evidence, I shall be liable to prosecution if I have
wilfully stated ip it anything which I know to be false or do not believe to be true.

T August 1980k IEEE L M.G. HUGHES

I am a Detective Chief Inspector in the Ministry of
Defence Police stationed at HM Naval BRase Devonport
Plymouth. On Wednesday 1 August 1984 I attended at the
offices of'the Ministry of Defence Whitehall London,
where I took possession of the following documents from
Mr. Arthur RUCKER: ‘

a. Draft.letter consisting of two pages addressed
to Tam DALYELL MP (Exhibit 1).
b. Loose Minutes consisting of three pages -
subject "House of Commons Foreign Affairs Committee
- South Atlantic ROE" signed on last page “"J. M. LEGGE
Head oZFDS1H:, 1ol (Feh it i
c. Plain white envelope addressed to Tam DALYELL
MP House of Commons, London SW1 (Exhibit 3).
On Friday 3 August 1984, I handed these documents to
Mr. Paul BOARD, Head 6f Questioned Documents Division,
Laboratory of the Government Chemist, Cornwall House,

London.

sgd T.G. HUGHES
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Signed
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Thomas Glanmor HUGHES

On Wednesday, 6 August 1984 in the presence of Detective
Inspector Robert BROOME, I saw Mr. Clive Sheridan PONTING
in his capacity as Head of Defence Secretariat Pl rold hin
the nature of my enquiries and explained that it would be
necessary to interview members of his staff. I produced to
him the two documents, EXHIBITS 1 and 2, and said it would
be necessary to take possession of the photocopying machine
ins the “"Registryiof DS 5k

On Thursday 9 August 1984, with Detective Inspector BROOME,
I examined various files from DS5 and D511, Main Building,
Ministry of Defence, Whitehall. From a "float" file in the

office of the Personal Assistant to the Head of DS5 I removecd

a Minute (Ref D/DS/5/9/9/46/2-85) dated 9 May 1984, on the

subject "BELGRANO", which was marked "PA Float" and bore the
enclosure reference E34. Attached to this minute was a draft
letter to Tam DALYELL MP, marked E32, and a draft letter
from P/S Secretary of State to No 10 marked E33. (Exhibit L
I took possession of this Minute.

In another DS5 main file we found a Loose Minute originating
from DS11 (Reference D/DS11/10/6/7) on the subject of "House
of Commons Foreign Affairs Committee: South Atlantic ROE".

I noted that this document had been date stamped as receivegd

by the Head of DS5 on 9 July 198l, and initiated by him

on that date. It also bore a stamp on the top right hand

corner to the effect that it had not been received in DS5b
until 16 July 1 o8k

T.G. HUGHES Signature witnessed by

018146 Rep S(PP)1 (X)
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Continuation of statement of

I took possession of this document (Exhibit B T ilater
handed these documents (Exhibits 4 and 5) to Detective

Constable Norman TUCKER.

At 2.53 pm Friday 10 August 1984, I again interviewed

Mr Clive Sheridan PONTING in the presence of Detective

inspector BROOME in the Main Building, Ministry of Defence,

Whitehall. The following conversation took place:

DCI HUGHES: We saw you on Wednesday Mr. Ponting and our
enquiries have progressed successfully since then.
I want you to listen carefully to what I have to say.
I have good reasons to suspect that you. are involved in
passing Confidential documents to Tam DALYELL MP.
I showed you the documents on Wednesday. For that
reason I am going tolicaubtion you. "CAURTONED:

PONTING: Good (God, you dentt suspect me. |

DCI HUGHES: I will explain to you. In the first place we
are in possession of the documents sent to the MP.
You have known this since Wednesday. (Detective
Inspector BROOME then produced Exhibits 1 - 3).

You will note that both documents are photocopies and

I eanitelilfyeuSthadt they were copied GuNalMtKRA] LI/

INFOTEC 8036 machine. You have an 8036 in your depart-

ment and you will recall that I told you we were taking
it away for examination.

PONTING: Yes you told me about it.

T.G. HUGHES
Signed _ Signature witnessed by

018146 Rep S(PP)1 (X)
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DCI HUGHES: Will you now look at the document (Exhibit 1),

which is a draft of a letter addressed to Tam DALYELL MP

PONTING: ' Yes I drafted it.

DCI HUGHES:”Wﬁggwgmhow show you the outline of a punch mark
on the top left hand corner. Do you see that the outlin
of the punch hole dissects the Gtop efthe detter "I"
indiTams

PONTING: | -Yes B seelthalts

DCI HUGHES: Now then'Mr. Ponting I can tell you we have
had fo search far and wide to find the original draft’
which has this peculiarity. You can take it from me
that we have checked all the other files and there:.is
only one that corresponds. I will now show it‘to Yo,
(DI BROOME produced Exhibit 4). You see that it is
marked on the right hand side E32. The covering minute
is marked "PA Float - E3L".

PONTING: © Yesi L' geel

DCI HUGHES: Where did that Tile come\fromtMel Ponbting?

PONTING: I assume from the writing - my PA's Float file.

et P oyt ese it et e SIS RO o = et vt

DCI HUGHES: To which only you and your PA, Mrs. RITCHIE

I
s i e

have access.
PONTING: Generally speaking - Yes.
DI BROOME: Do you recognise Mrs. RITCHIE's writingé
PONTING:  Yes, I think that' s Gl i

R e N SR
DCI HUGHES: Let us now turn our attention to the second

T N S S

document that was sent to Tam DALYELL (DI BROOME then

T.G. HUGHES
Signed : Signature witnessed by

018146 Rep S(PP)1 (X)
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Continuation of statement of

produced Exhibit 2). This is on the subject of "House
of Commons Foreign Affairs Committee - South Atlantic:
ROE" and is a DS11 minute from which the top and bottom
of page 1 have been cut away. Simllarly s thel top and
bottom of pages 2 and 3 have been cut off butthe
Confidential stamp remains on the Head of these pages.
Are you familiar with this document?

PONETNG: " Yes Michael LEGGE did that.

DCI HUGHES: The top of page 1 has been cut away and I would
have thought that this is obviously to make it more
difficult to trace the source.

PONTING: Yes.:: it coulidifbes

DCI HUGHES: The important point is that when we were going |

through the DS5 files we found this one. (DI BROOME

produced Exhibit 5). You can plainly see there the date

stamp - "Received by the Head of DS5 on 9.July 1981y
If you look at the top of the sheet you will see that it

was not received in DS5b Registry until {6 guly 198k,

PONTITNG S siNe s

DCI HUGHES: 1Itgis significant Mr. EPONTING thét the document
received by Tam DALYELL MP is post marked "Paddington
16 July 1984" (DI BROOME produced Exhibit 3)..

PONDING: ¥eg, 1 gece Ntie b

DCI HUGHES: That indicates to me Mr. PONTING clearly that

you had possession of that file in the period immedigte]

Signed T.G. HUGHES Signature witnessed by

018146 Rep S(PP)1 (X)
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Thomas Glanmor HUGHES

before it was copied and sent to the MP,

PONPENG st e siiiilidicie e

DCI HUGHES: Will you next look at the distribution list on
the minute (DI BROOME then indicated to the title
"Head of DS5 on Exhibit 5). Are those your initials
Mr. PONTING?

PONTENG:: s ¥es

DCI HUGHES: What date had you put there?

PONTING: 1198 du i |

DCI HUGHES: We have talked about tWo documents and I have
alsé mentioned that we have taken possession of your
copying machine. The results of expert examination
confirms that both documents were copied on the 8036
in your depdartiment. Furkher, thisone (Rxhibi i)
was copied on that machine from this one (Exhibit L)
and this document (Exhibit 2) was in all probabilipy
copied from this one (Exhibit 5). I have tried to
explain the significance of the documents to you and
I must say it points direbtly to you being responsible,.

PONTING: (Dslayed for nearly two minutes) I can see

gentlemen there is a strong circumstantial case against

R N it T ———— w—
me but honestly I did nos dciuE
e

DCI HUGHES: Who did it then Mr. PONTING?

PONTING: Well, the DS11 document was discussed with my

(/son. I am trying to remember back what views they

p—
W g .

were putting forward. My working pattern is not to
T.G. HUGHES Signature witnessed by

018146 Rep S(PP)1 (X)
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Continuation of statement of ]

keep papers in the tray. I discussed this with Margsret

o | ! I
KA DLIxes: MR LT, SREASEATE VAR Pl M

and Nick. ‘I went upstairs andgavelitStoRaer it an

sure of this. 'I think so. I thinkiwe hai aichat,

o s el

AT |

I must have. I ftoek it by hand et hi=sticsag

I assume the date stamp in the Registry was put on later
DI BRRBOME: I find you prather difficulititelfollow Me.

PONTING. I have made a point of studying your handling

of papers and in most instances documents are received

in your department and dealt with the same day or the

next day at the latest.

PONTING: Yes my normal method of working is in and out the

| 5 k i | | | i
§ -4 ; | | | 8 i i
SRS NN, Baemelists BENAASSin SSEseen At

same day. I may have taken this with me.

DCI HUGHES: Are you talking about the DS11 minute by
Mr. LEGGE?

PONTING: Yes !~ my ‘basile princ;ple - don't leave papers
about, _

DI BROOME: Who else handled the DS11 minute?

PONT INGe " My PA =SChiris

DI BROOME: Let's summarise this then. You say that
Margaret ALDRED, Nick .DARMS and your PA Chris RITCHIE

might have had it copied.

PONTING: I don't know. It may have been somebody upstairs

before it was put away and filed.
W

DI BROOME: Come Mr. PONTING, are you saying that an
important document like this could have been left about

in the offices upstairs on the 8th floor for any

T.G. HUGHES
Signed : Signature witnessed by

018146 Rep S(PP)1 (X)
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Continuation of statement of

Tom, Dick or Harry to. copy &b w b

PONTING: Well I suppose it could have happened.

DCI HUGHES: To be more specific Mr. PONTING you named
your Personal Assistant, your Principal and your HEO.
Are you blaming one of them?

PONTING: No, of course not. I have no grounds.

DCI HUGHES: Isn't itisg factl thatibel DS M alciy s cliearily
in your possession for much longer than usual and it
shows as clear as daylight that it was not passed to
Margaret ALDRED until 16 July. Lo?k-yéufgelf>at the

initials "MA" and the date put on by the registry clerk.
batias | sl
PONTING - - Nosrep it

DCI HUGHES: Let me now return to the place where Exhibit L
was found - your PA's Float file.  Who had the
opportunity of copying documents from that file.

Can you seriously tell me that &ou can blame Margaret
ALDRED or Nick DARMS for that.

BONTING: = N i suppose it was either Chris or myself.

DCI HUGHES: I can tell you thmnter—
viewed that young girl and I would put my pension and g
bit more beside on the fact that she didn't do it.

PONTING: | “Weltl ' working copieé of that document might have
been made.

DI BROOME: Perhaps, but you see there is a copy of this
file already in the registry. Mr. HUGHES has atlpready

pointed out to you the punch hole on the main file

Signed T.G. HUGHES Signature witnessed by

18146 Rep S(PP)1 (X)
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Continuation of statement of Thomas Glanmor HUGHES

Signed

does not correspond with the one we showed you.

(Bxhibit e

PONTING: I can see the conclusion; the circumstantial

A
evidence is strong, I can't deny that.

DCI HUGHES: You were good enough to tell me on Wednesday

about your change of faith. Has this affected you in
any way?

PONTING: No it hasn't changed my view about the BELGRANO
business - if that's what you mean. I made my point of
view clear in my advice to the Minister. This country
has nothing to hide, so why hide it. Most of <bhe

information is unclassified and the th}e thingﬂga§\ggg

blown up out of all proportioqLA

Lt T e i e

DI BROOME: I am pleased to hear you say that. When your
advice was turned down did you feel strongly enough
about it to pass this information to DALYELL.

PONTING: That is not something I would do.. I cannot see
(U & _M“"‘"—\« :

i e S e

what there is in these documents of consequence. If

SN et

s e T

I was going to send something, I would obviously have

e ———— et acad
e e et

et e et
i, L b s e rr it

chosen sgméfhing”fér better than that.

e st L e —

DI BROOME: S

PONTING: There was a major feview done in May for the
Secretary of State. We all came in on a Sunday-and
got. the information on the'ship tegethier,  Bhis file
was classified "TOP SECRET". If I were sending somethi

that is what I would choose. Its hypothetical of cours
T.G. HUGHES

Signature witnessed by

018146 Rep S(PP)1 (X)
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DCI HUGHES: You haven't really answered my guestion about
your change of faith. Isn't it also true that you have
applied to leave the Ministry of Defence and is this
because of your change of faith?

PONTING: I am not good at putting this sort of thing in
words really. I den'tiwant to ibe specific. It goes
back to the 1970s. I have been reading a lot from an
18th century German philosopher. I just made up my minc
when I was staying at Weston-Super-Mare that I didn't

wnat to spend the next 20 years in MOD. I discussed

it with my wife; very ﬁersonal but that's the way

e Ec el

DCI HUGHES: You are not happy in your job are you?

PONT ENG 2 ‘We Ll Sfihe pay is very gbod, but I pay about 50 per
cent of it in tax and there we are. I am not particula:
nabitious. I have to work long hours sometimes in
extremis. Yes I have applied for another job.

DCI HUGHES: I have come to the point Mr. PONTING where
I would like to summarise. You acknowledge that the
circumstantial evidence against you is strong.

PONTENG ! (N et iitidion

DCI HUGHES: Have you understbod my explanation of the
documents and their significance?

PONTING: Yes you have been most fair.

DCI HUGHES: Thank you; but I must tell you that your

explanation about the Do11 document is totally
T.G. HUGHES

Signature witnessed by

018146 Rep S(PP)1 (X)
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Thomas Glanmor HUGHES
Contineation of statement of

unconvincing.  \To .put: it bluntiyiyviculwerenirsslhings
about like a fish out of water and almost incoherent.
The implication from your replies is that a member of
your staff may be responsible for sending these documen
Is that what you want me to understand?
[No reply./
DCI HUGHES: 'Can I put it to you'like ' this, 'Eopr'ressons
best known to yourself you passed these documents to th
MP.  'So far as I know it may bedalpeint iof consiéence
or primeciple.  You may be' dimaktyerforiaicatlsel=
I don't know. Do martyrs lie Mr. PONTING?
/No reply./
DCI HUGHES: I think you have something you want to say to
me. Mr. PONTING.
PONTING=t-{Xess Can I psikiisectny v
DI BROOME then made certain arrangements and Mr. PONTING
conferred privately with his wife. ' iHe laterileft my
presence after making a request to see senior management.’
PONTING ‘returned at 5.55 pnlwhenilhieliae s nlleen ferred bhricf]ly
with Mrs. PONTING. She then left the room and the following
conversation then took place in the presence and hearing
of DI BROOME.
DCI HUGHES: You have had the facilities you wanted
Mr. PONTING. Is there anythingtelse you wan't?

PONTING: No thank you Mr, HUGHES. You have been most

Kands

S T.G. BUGHES Kl it

018146 Rep S(PP)1 (X)
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DCI HUGHES: I propose to continue with the interview and
remind you of two things. The first is that my
iﬁvestigation concerns a criminal offence and I have
cautioned you. The caution still applies Mr PONTING.

BONTING:: (4 T undérstand tally. I used to werk in DS15.

DCI HUGHES: The second thing is this., I cannot make any

; promises to you and I cannot be bound by .any undertaking
or agreement which might have been arrived at outside
this room. If you worked in DS15 I think you appreciate
that in. the final analysis the decision to prosecute

or otherwise will be made by the Attorney General.

PONTING: Yes of course. I have already been advised.

Any confession I make is unconditional.

e

g, SRS

DCI ﬁﬁGHES: Do you wish to make a statement?
PONTING: aYes:
DCI HUGHES: You may write it yourself or I can.write it
For yion,
PONTING: No you write it please.
At 6.05 pm I commenced a statement at PONTING's dictation
which was completed at 6.15 pm. I now produce the statement
(Exhiba s 6.
DCI HUGHES: Further eﬁquiries will be made and you will

bel seen at ialllater datel

o, G HUGHES

Signature witnessed by

018146 Rep S(PP)1 (X)






