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LEAK INVESTIGATION

You wrote to Robert Armstrong on Friday last (10 August) informing
him that the Ministry of Defence police had been asked to carry

out an investigation into the circumstances in which two Ministry

of Defence documents - relating to the sinking of the General .
Belgrano - had come into the hands of Mr Tam Dalyell Mp. Mr Dalyell
had sent the documents to Mr Anthony Kershaw MP in his capacity

as Chairman of the Foreign Affairs Committee who had taken one

copy for the Committee's use and then passed them to your Secretary
ef State.

You called in to see me at noon today to tell me that the MDP

enquiry had resulted in an admission by an Assistant Secretary in
your Department that he had passed the papers to Mr Dalyell. The
officer concerned had tendered his resignation. e :

You also told me tHaE'yqp,had had a brief word with 'the Director
of Public Prosecutions this morning about whether it would be
appropriate to launch a prosecution under the Official Secrets Act.

Tony Hetherington had said that he would need to consult the
Law Officers. ;

Finally you told me that your Secretary of State leaves on holiday
for two weeks this evening and that you would be visiting him at
his home in Banbury in the course of the afternoon to discuss the
matter. You asked for any advice the Cabinet Office could give

by 3.00 pm this afternoon. The remainder of this letter is to
confirm what ‘I told you on the telephone earlier this afternoon.




for this purpose
Public Brosecutioni
consider whether
Secrets Act.

the action to

Secrets Act and the
Government will need an answer. You will no doubt wish to advise
your Secretary of State in this sense. -

OniEinal ‘point. | Given the numbers of
of S Ehi sl it lon wa must be read
event of media int IS T
1 be confined to confirmation that there had been

; that it had been investigated; and that the resulkbsiof the'
investigation were under consideration. To say anything more would
risk impairing any subsequent Proceedings which might be decided upon.

I am copying this letter to Robert Armstrong, Tony Hetherington,®
Robin Butler, Antony Acland and John Jones. i




LEAK INVESTIGATION - BELGRANQ PAPERS
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Line to, CalkkaH There has been an unauthorised disclosure

of information about the circumstances surrounding certain
naval operations during the Falklands hostilities. An
investigation by the police has been carried out. The

conclusions reached by the investigation are now under

consideration.

Response to further questions. As the outcome of the

investigations may lead to a prosecution, the matter must
) as
be ose=idered e bm sub judice.






