CONFIDENTIAL

BILE NOTE

The Director of Public Prosecutions saw the Solicitor General

on 13 August 1984 to discuss the matter raised with him by the
Second Permanent Secretary to the Ministry of Defence. An
unauthorised disclosure of documents had been made to

Mr Tam Dalyell MP, These eomprised a draft letter never in
fact- sent together with a note‘relating to the content of

the Department's evidence to the Select Committee on foreign
affairs concerning rules of engagement. This was in the context

of the sinking of the Belgrano.

The leak had been'investigated by \the Ministryef Defence
police and an Assistant Secretary (Ponting) had made a full

confession.

The Ministry of Defence wished to deal with the matter by
accepting the resignation ‘of ithe ettdeet i ilihe IDPPI had

reservations as to this course.

The Solicitor General spoke with the Second Permanent Secretary
and established that the disclosure of the information did not
give rise to any security implicatiion={lThetclase did not Fall
within Franks. Nonetheless, for the reasons detailed on the
attached sheet the Solicitor General was inclined to the view
that, assuming that at the conclusion of the police enquiry

the evidence was satisfactory,there should beallproscecution.

The DPP will raise the matter agaim ais and when =l peilice

report has been received.

S J WOOLER
13 August 1984
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