ATTORNEY GENERAL

You are seeing the Director at 2.30pm today to discuss:-

14

Glidve Ponting

The Director will bringl you upl ol date tyite s developments
In, this 'ease. | Isuggesie Ehat you iread thetfils fér the
meeting. The police report is attached herewith. " No
specific decisions will be required of you today in connec-
tion with this prosecution, however in due course there

is a question of Parliamentary Privilege which will -have

to be considered further. It wouldiappear that Ponting

will plead guilty, but ifi'he does! not the prosecution will

have to prove that the documents were in his possession
and that he communicated them. The Solicitor General has
expressed the view that Dalyell should not be used as a
Wit ne 5is Sh Sl webare put to strict proof then we would need
the evidence of Sir Anthony Kershaw, the Chairman' of 'the
Foreign Affairs Committee who received the documents from
Tam Dalyell. It seems likely that the receipt of documents
to the Chairman of the Foreign Affairs Committee would
constitute part of "proceedings in Parliament'". In theée
circumstances it appears unlikely that Sir Anthony Kershaw
would be able to give his evidence relating to receipt of

the documents without the permission of the House.

THE ARTICLE IN THE NEW STATESMAN
The Director will report ¢n the' presentistatefer the police
investigation into the further leak of Government documents
including the minute of the then Foreign Secretary,
Francis Pym, details of which appeared in the New Statesman
on 24 August 1984. Consideration will be givento a
prosecution of the New Statesman in relation to this matter.
/‘

S RINGGUTH

24 August 1984





