LOOSE MINUTE
D/DS11/10/6/7
24 August 198L

PS/2nd PUS

Copy to:

APS/S efLS
PS/Minister(AF)

DS5 (Miss Aldred)
FCO, FID (Mr Palmer)
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NEW STATESMAN ARTICLE - THE BELGRANO PAPERS

2nd PUS asked@ me to set in hend a detailedicriticueips
ous claims made in the Campbell/Rentoul article in the New
atesman of 24 August with particular reference to possibl
Sources.  This is attached; 1 am very grateful o lics ALQTQG and
Mr Darns of DS5 for undertaking some painstaking research in & very
shor CiCimey;
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De Mayo on 3C Apri he principal claim can be cléarlyv
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in April/May 1982, ancd none is an obvious candidate to be
singled out from amaseler papers for the purposes of a
leak. The information itself is not papkiculiemisSiccs Sas e
it is obvious that HMG must have been considering alternative
military options at the time, ancd possible castidlities would
have been an important factor in those consideratiomns.

S, ther than the two leaked documents there thus appear to be
only three additional documents (or groups of documents) which
might also have been leaked. One of these we can identify with
certainty: ‘the minute of 1 May from liz!Fym. “Altheuneshitaeqate
is cuoted accurately, the article is wrong in claimineiec was
51gne0 by both Pym and Havers and in saving it recorded their
dissent from the OD(SA) decision. It thereforeseems most likely
that an unauthorised reference has been mace to the document,
either orally or in writing (for example dn  the thirae documenc
referred to bv the New Statesman - :the anonymous letter to

Mr Dalvell) but that it has not itself been llaaked, { fhe 'sccond
alleged group of documents, the telegrams to Washington about the
deplovment of Polaris to Ascension, we are confident Go not exist.
This leaves the military options paper discussing Dossible casualty
rates. Unless our further researcnes identify z paper which
exactly meets this specific deseriptiengiiti seems most (Tikely that
thislicliadim) 4 based on the (’mﬂverCb) recoliections of someone
involved at the time. Even if the deocnmentilexXiste! it iscems U=
likelv to be in the possession of the New Statesman since the
details given are very sketchy; one would expect them to make

more capital out of the mass of material that would inevitably

be included in a paper of this nature.
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“'he leaked documents Head of D31 1T's-minie=of As 1a above : As la above.
St oy that the Royal 6 July ="change of 2 May
s uns aulhorised on the included all Argentinec

w=ul the Belgrane

nly S5H'o were given
OE's permitiing atltack.
warships over a large
b Lo attack -any areal,

ccitlinre ship; the order
3 not limited to warsliips | Could be inferred rrom
legedly preparing to tlead of DSl 1 sominwtbeof
Adack the Taslk Porce. G July.
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Hritain contemplated
v lolaris nuclear
issilles against Argentina.
Ivlaris submarine wags
At Lo the South Atlantic
» bhe rcady for action ‘if
s et
1 well placed political
mrce has already
:vealed Lo Tan Dalyell
it a Polaris gubmarine
i5-scnt 1o the South
Eanbbe ool which woul
> dary gouth as

SECRSIOoN . o

e 'Mew Sltatesman' has
;e able 1o confirm that
lolaris submarine wag
niced deployed to this
Details of Lhe

:ployment are given in a

sadlion.

2ries of highly classified
Jegrams sent Lo the
itish Babassy in
whing=oll.

Hol known. lam Dalyell
has made Lhis allegation
before (Hansard 19 July
1983 Col 216, referring

both to deployments south

of Ascension and to Cordoba

as a possible target),

CONEIN

NTIAL

There is no question of
iny official suggestion
1o deploy or divert a
Polaris submarine to
e South-Atlantics

Deterrent patrols were
conducted as normal

during "the period.

(Source DNW
LL Cdr Iogtler)

Neither the MOD, FCO or
Cabinet Office can trac
any such telegrams,
Lord Lewin has stated
there- is no truth In

the story,
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the Cabinel

I ice circulaled anotlher
| scumenl assessing the

ikely cosl in human lives

- cach malitary optlion

:1 the Malklands War. In

1is Liinisterial briefing
re War planners laid oul
ve - lileedly conts din

caLi she-Tives and money -of

illerent military oplions.

e -course of action
sleceted - which did not

[ colirgse involve the use
I nuclear wedpons - was
ipecled Lo produce a
citish easualty toll of
10-1000 dead - as against
g5 actually killed.

Several Chiefs of Staff
and OD(SA) papers were
prepared at about this
time, some of which dis-

cussed possible casualties,

—

but we have not so far
identified any which fits
this description.

COS papers were falrly
widely distributed in MOD
but OD(SA) papers were on
a much more limited
dliistribution,

Further investigations
are beilng carried out
to. fdentirty # péper
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