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RISH RELATIONS

The S, ittee considered a Note by the Secretary of the Cabinet
(oD) (1 on the stage reached in the exploratory talks with the
Irish Gowv t on matters affecting Northern Ireland.

THE SECRETARY OF THE CABINET said that the latest draft of the British proposal,
attached to his Note took account of the last two meetings with the Irish

but had not as a een put to them; the fourth paragraph, however,

the version of whic e previous draft had given rise to considerable

difficulties with the had been shown to them in its present form,
as approved by the Prim ter, the Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary and
the Secretary of State for rn Ireland, and had been accepted by the Irish
side ad referendum to their' inisters. Section II of the latest
draft was new, but he had reaso elieve that the Irish would be prepared

to accept it.

In a detailed discussion of the text of t proposal the following points

weére made -

as The reference to "aspirations" in j xth sub-paragraph of
Section I might be offensive to Unionist Lle in the Irish
context this was a relatively unemphatic wo. i Would read better
in the second half of the sentence in place O dectives".

b Although a united Ireland might not be the most likely or the
best future for the island, there was no need to object to a

reference in the proposal to the possible future establishgent of
a united Ireland by consent. But paragraph 2(3) as drafl ised
the question of how consent might be expressed. For great&zlty
@) The word "joint" should be avoided in the Committee's title,ps

the word "formally" should be inserted before "consented'.

which should be "The Standing Intergovernmental Committee".

1

| SECRET AND PERSONAL |




: | SECRET AND PERSONAL |

d. Explicit reference in the last sentence of paragraph 5 to a joint ,

ecretariat in Belfast would make the latter a potential target for

orists as well as political critics of the agreement. Nor should
gs necessarily take place in Belfast, at least in the early

f the agreement's operation. The sentence should be replaced

ppropriate Secretariat would be provided by the two
Governq”ik

s It would be unwise to lock future British Governments into an
agreement with no_legal way out. There might be circumstances in

which the Briti vernment would wish unilaterally to terminate or

suspend the work Committee. There was, however, the difficulty

that a review mech if it also applied to Section II, could enable
a future Irish Gover O repudiate its commitments concerning the
status of Northern Ire It should therefore be confined, if
possible, to the operatid le Standing Intergovernmental Committee
and not apply to the agreeme a whole. It should not terminate the
agreement automatically after a given period but should take effect

at the discretion of either Government. Officials should devise

appropriate language which might be j@ted at the end of paragraph 3.

£ The reference in paragraph 7 to e n from the Committee's
remit of matters transferred to a devolw jnistration was
insufficiently clear; it should be ensured he text as a whole

was clear on this point.

g. In paragraph 11 the word "major" should be iv‘&d before
"legislation on Northern Ireland matters", in order to discourage
the Irish from seeking to put forward views on innumerable minor

matters.

h. While the United Kingdom version of the reference to jo
in paragraph 17 would annoy the Lord Chief Justice of Northern
it was considered unlikely to cause his resignation. In view of

importance attached by the Taoiseach to the subject of joint courts

| SECRET AND PERSONAT ]



| SECRET AND PERSONAL

@ it was most unlikely that the Irish would settle for anything less.
he British version should therefore stay in the text, and the Irish
sion should be deleted. Ministers would wish to look again at this
t at a later stage.

ae éstat:ements by the Irish delegation that their government would
be wi®ling to accede to the European Convention for the Suppression of
Terrorism signified an important change and a valuable step forward

with positive implications for extradition cases.

THE PRIME MINISTER Lng up the discussion, noted that the Northern Ireland
Secretary planned to gnitial discussions about a possible Anglo-Irish
agreement with the lead the four constitutional parties in Northern
Ireland during the month e. The line to be taken would be discussed
with the Secretary of State reign and Commonwealth Affairs. The Irish
Government should be informed »iew of the approach of the season of
commemorative marches in Northe Ireland, it would be inappropriate to look
for an agreement with the Irish Government before September. The text of

the draft British proposal should now be amended to incorporate the points

raised in discussion. The amended versj lso incorporating language

about a review mechanism, should be appr Ministers and then conveyed
to the Irish Government. She would arrang e matter to be brought to
the Cabinet to be given a suitable opportunit! e informed of and comment

on the latest developments.
The Sub-Committee - A
L, Took note, with approval, of the Prime Minister's summing up.

2% Invited the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland@the Secretary

of the Cabinet to be guided accordingly. s
Cabinet Office p@

28 May 1985
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