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There is also an inevitable
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cross-relationship between the single personal tax allowance
and benefits paid to widows and single women over retirement

And this year in particular I do not believe we could

age.
defer yet again an announcement about the shortfall on

unpledged benefits. Indeed commitments made in the debate
on 8 December related specifically to an announcement at

Budget time.

G We could of course try to steer round thése
if we thought the game worth the candle. But in
it would not be. We should be asked why we were deferring
the decision; and the only reason we could give would cast

doubt on the accuracy of the forecasts made in the Budge

’

and hence undermine its credibility.

7 A I am sending a copy of this

for Social Services.

(G.H.)
/0 February 1982







