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I wish to refer to your message of 6 Febrtary, 1986, about the
current discussions in the International Tin ncil.

In my Government's view, it is of primary importance that all parties
involved should first of all genuinely admit and consequantly face their
own responsabilities in the present crisis.

It would actually be misleading to forget the basic aims of the
International Tin Agreements. The commitments of the consumer group
within the ITC never implied an overall guarantee on their behalf
allowing others to take advantage by ignoring, like most tin producers
did, basic trends in supply and demand for tin, or by forsaking, like
brokers and bankers, elementary managerial prudence in their dealings
or their lendings.

The solution to the crisis will be considered as a test case. Hence, it
is of paramount importance that the scope and conditions of the
contribution of EC member states to resolve the problem should not be
misinterpreted and later misused.

This being said, the Belgian Government shall not fail to assess in due
course the result of the on-going negotiations.
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