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Attorney General v Heinemann and Another o
AP L

Since the press reporting here of my cross-examination \5 J g 2

MR 1 KS

in Sydney has tended to be rather one-sided, I am allowing
myself to send you herewith a copy of an article by Ian Wooldridge

which appeared in one of the Sydney newspapers; and also a copy

of a testimonial from the Solicitor General of Australia,

who has been sitting through the hearing = in Mr Justice Powell's
Ui ikl

ceurt 511ent1y, but with mounting concern about the way the

way in which the casé was being handled.

—

2. I am sending copies of this minute and the testimonial
to the Private Secretaries to the Foreign and Commonwealth
Secretary, the Home Secretary and the Attorney General.

ROBERT ARMSTRONG

5 December 1986
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idiot and that was all he
needed to say. It was a six

X, . Justice Powell, and DENNIS GRANT
g A glittering cast of players has

investigates the Hawke Government’s
ambivalent attitude to the MIS case.
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started in journalism,

won a. Rhodes scholar-
ship in law to, Oxford in
1 and, des
success,
remains what the Austral-

ians call “a v good
bloke”. -

e all his -

an oak barm door, he is
unlikely to be affronted.

At close of play after
five days Sir R Arm-
strong was a bleak 22 not
out. Would that we had
an opener like him in the
Perth Test match.
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But while occasionalty
weak oo s he has
certainly read all the
books. He pursued Sir
Robert Armstrong on the
matter of the spy George
Blake and the Berlin Tun-

nel operation.

Actualty, the brilliant
young Australian lawyer
was  bushed. He was
beginning to learn that
the British Establishment
has the chilling ability to
make the Mafia look :Iik:
the Second XL
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Dear Sir Robert,

I am sorry that you leave for home after delays, and subject
to recall. You have been very patient during what I regard as
extreme proveocations.

Bearing in mind the balance of selective mwepetsatsnp
which would have it to the contrary, I hope that you do not
mind if I wish you bon route with the comment that to my observations
you are the most effective witness I have seen in court. During

your sometimes tedious cross-examination , I reflected on lost
cases of the past which I may have won if I had a witness of

your standing. I cannot recollect a better witness. Hence it

is unfair in my view that a perception to the contrary is given
by reports in UK and Australian press. I hope it is some
comfort that your performance in this regard is appreciated by
at least counsel in Court. I know that I cannot speak for the

judge. However I do hope that it is some reward that it was,
in fact, a splendid job performed under adverse, and often

very trying circumstances. —
e el o

I reflect that I do not have the patience to be a good

witness. You do. However I imagine that even for a perfect
—

witness, once is enough.
With Best Wishes
Yours

Gavan Griffith



