RS 55
CONFIDENT AL CONFIDENTIAL
F¥ BOWN 23 5152 APR 80

T0 PRIGRITY FCO

TELESRAM NUMEER 338 CF 25 APRIL %Zin5 el
INFC ROUTINE WASHINTON, PARIS, UKDEL NATO .

BREZHMNEV’S INVITATION TO SCHMIDT
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1. | wAS HOST TCDAY AT ONE OF THE REGULAR QUADRIPARTITE LUNCHES FOR
VAN WELL AND MY AMERICAN AND FRENCH COLLEAGUES AND ONE OF THE
SUBJECTS FOR DISCUSSICON WAS EREZHNEV®S INVITATION TO CHANCELLCR
SCHMIDT. | ASKED VAN WELL WHAT THE GERMAN ANALYSIS WAS OF TrE
REASONS FOR THE IMVITATION TO BE ISSUED AT THIS TIME,

2. VAN wELL SAID THAT, IN THE 3ERMAN VIEw, THE RUSSIAN LEADERSHIP
HAD TAKEL A DECISION IN MID=MARCH BEFORE EREZHNEV WENT ON HOLIDAY
THAT THE THEME SHOULD BE QUOTE BUSINESS AS USUAL 1 EUROPE UXQUOTE,
THIS HAD A NUMBER OF REASCNS. FIR3T, THE RUSSIANS HAD COME TO

THE CONCLUSION THAT THE AMER ICANS WERE I1NCOMMUNICADO UNTIL AFTER
THE NOVEMZER ELECTIONS. (STOESSEL STRONSLY DENIED THIS). SECONDLY,
THE RUSSIANS NATURALLY wISHED TO DO WHAT THEY CCULD TO DRIVE A
WEDGE BETWEEN THE EURCPEANS AKD THE AMERICANS: GROMYKG®S VISIT TO
PARIS /AND THE INVITATION TC SCHMIDT TO VISIT MOSCOW WERE ALL PART
OF THE SAME TACTICS. OTHER EVIDENCE WHICH POINTED IN THE SAME
DIRECTION VAS THE PRESENT VISIT OF THE POLISH VICE-PREMIER TO BONN
AND THE COMPARATIVE EASE WITH WHICH THE PRESEANT ROUND OF INNER-
GERMAN NEGOTIATIONS WAS EEING CONDUCTEL. ERUNET CONFIRMED THAT HIS
LUNCH %1TH ABERASIMOV ON 23 APRIL HAD EEEN AS UNEVEMTFUL AS MY LAST
LUNCH WITH HIM ON 1S MARCH HAD BEENs ABRASIMOV HAD MADE HI3 USUAL
LIST OF COMPLAINTS AGAINST THE FEDZRAL GOVERNMENT IN A COMPARATIVELY
MILD FORM. | POINTED CUT THAT IN THE PAST EREZHNEV HAD BEEN VERY
INSISTENT THAT TOP LEVEL MEETINGS SHOULD ONLY TAKE PLACE AFTER

THE MEETING HAD BEEN THOROUGHLY PREPARED AND WHEN THERE WERE
AGREEMENTS TO BE SIGNED. HAD THE SITUATION NOW CHANGED? VAN WELL
SAID THAT WHEN THE SOVIET AMBASSADOR HAD LELIVERED BREZHNEV'S
INVITATION, THERE HAD BESN NO QUESTION OF FRESH AGRESMENTS TO BE
SIGNED BUT SEMYONOV HAD SAILD ONLY THAT NCTHING SHOULD BE DONE

AT THE MZETING TO JEOPARDISE T4 GOOD ATMOSPHERE BY RAISING
EXTRANECUS SUBJECTS.

3. | THEN ASKED VAN WELL WHAT, IN THE GERMAN VIEVW, WAS TO BE GAINED
FROM SUCH A MEETING. VAN WELL REFLIED THAT THERE WERE VERY FEw
BILATERAL SUBJECTS FCR DISCUSSIONs ONE WAS THE QUESTION OF THE RE-
UNIFICATION-OF FAMILIES, WHICH HAD FALLEN OFF IM RECENT MONTHS,

BUT THERE WERE CTHER GEMNERAL 3UBJECTS FOR Di{SCUSSION. TO BEGIN WITH
IT WOULD BE INTSRESTING TO FIND OUT WHETHER DOBRYNIN'S RECENT
APPROACH TU VANCE WAS INTENDED AS A SOVIET REPLY TO EUROPEAN [DEAS
ABOUT A 4EUTRAL AND NOH=ALIGKED AFGHANISTAN, SECONDLY, IT MIGHT

EE FOSSIBLE TG PERSUADE THE RUSSIANS TO RE=STATE THEIR GENERAL
POSITION GN THE AMERICAN HOSTAGES, wHICH HAZ INITIALLY BEEN
HELPFUL. THIRDLY, A!ND PERHAPS MOST IMPORTAMT, THERE WOULD EE AN

CONFIBENTIAL . Josrinbusry




' CONFIDENTIAL X

OPPORTUKITY T3 GO CVER TO THe 6FFERS|VE OM THE ARMS CONTRCL ASPECTS
OF THE WATO DECISION OF 19 LECEMBER, VAN WELL RASTENED TC ALD

THAT THIS wOULD BE QUCTE WITHOUT FRE=CONDITIONS UNQUOTE, THAT IS TO
SAY, THERE wOULD BE {0 GQUESTION CF HOLDING UF THE NATC DECISION

ON TNF MODERWISATION, FINALLY, VAN VWELL ADMITTED THAT THERE WAS A
DOMESTIC POLITICAL CONSIDERATION., AFTER THE SPD DIS—ARMAMENT
COMFERENCE IN COLCGNE LAST WEEK=END IT WAS HIGHLY DZSIRABLE FOR

THe CHANCELLOR, IN THE MANAGEMENT OF HIS PARTY, TO DEMONSTRATE

THAY THE ARMS COMTRQL ASPECT OF THE HATO LECISICN HAD NOT BEEN LOST
SIGHT CF.

L. AS FOR TIMING, VAN WELL SAID THAT THIS wOULD NOT BE BEFORE THE
VENICE SUMMIT. TAIS WOULD BE T2 EMPHASISE THAT SCHMIDT WOULD ONLY
GO TO MCSCOW AFTER THE FULLEST CONSULTATION WITH HIS WESTERN
PARTNERS AND THEREFCRE, AS IT WERE, FROM A POSITION FOUR=SQUARE
WITHIN THE ALLIARCE. THE ASSUMPTION WAS THAT, IF THE INVITATION WERE
ACCEPTED, IT wOULL BE FOR A DATE BETWEEN THE VENICE SUMMIT AND THE
START CF THz OLYMPIC GAMES. VAN WELL EMPHASISED THAT THE CHAKCELLOR
HAD TAKEN NO FINAL DECISIOR TO ACCEPT THEZ INVITATION, BUT THE

WHOLE TENOR OF HIS REMARKS ASSUMED THAT THE CHANCELLOR WAS WCRKXING
TOWARDS AR EVENTUAL ACCEPTANCE,

e | AGRZSE wITH VAN WELL’S ASSESSMENT OF THE DOME3STIC POLITICAL
IMPORTAKCE TC SCHMIDT OF THE INVITATION, A REFUSAL WOULD SIMPLY

NOT EE UNDERSTOOD LCCALLY, BOTH IN VIEW OF THE GERMAN LONGING SOR
CETENTZ TO BE SEEN TO CONTINUE AND ALSC AS A POWERFUL CHANCELLOR=-
BCNUS IN THE RUN-UP TO THE OCTOLER ELECTIONS.
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