i
Y
i
{
£
i
1
!
3
i
H

R 210 RESTRICTED

ESTRICTED |
[ESKBY FCO 0712002 /Q;vuw_ /;L¢;CQ¢

M EAST BERLIN 0710552 OCT 79

" 70 IMMEDIATE FCO | /Clvv&

TELEGRAM NUMBER 137 OF 7 OCTOBER ‘ 5
INFO IMMEDIATE MOD

INFO PRIORITY BONN, BMG BERLIN, MOSCOW, WASHINGTON, UKDEL NATO,
UGMIS NEW YORK, SOFIA, PRAGUE, WARSAW, BUDAPEST, BUCHAREST,

VIENKA (FOR UKDEL MBFR)

MY TELNO 1234 (HOT TO ALL)
THIRTIETH ANKNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONSs 6 OCTOBER

1, HIGHLIGHT OF THE DAY WAS AN EVENING GALA GATHERING
(FESTVERANSTALTUNG) AT THE PALACE OF THE REPUBLIC ON UNTER DEN
LINDEN, AT WHICH THE CHIEF SPEAKERS (IN THAT ORDER) WERE HONECKER
AND BREZHNEV, IN SUBSTANCE THE MAIN INTEREST WAS THE LATTER-S
NOUNCEMENT THAT THE SOVIET UNION INTENDED IN THE COURSE OF THE
OMING YEAR TO WITHDRAW 20,000 MEN AND 1,000 TANKS FROM THE GDR,

o, THIS WOULD BE A UNILATERAL CONTRIBUTION TO PE

IT WAS NOW UP TO THE WiIST TO SHOW A MATCHING SPIRIT.

ALSO PROPOSED IN THE CONTEXT OF CBM'S THAT BOTH SIDES SHOULD

GIVE EARLIER WARNING OF MILITARY MANOE! wr:s, THAT THE CEILING

FOR NOTIFICATION BE REDUCED FROM 25,000 TO 22,000 PARTICIPANTS,

THAT NO MANOEUVRES INVOLVING OVER 40-50,000 TROOPS SHOULD BE HELD

AT ALL, AND THYAT MOVEMENTS (AS DISTINCT FROM MANOEUVRES) OF

GROUND FORCES OF OVER 20,000 MEN SHOULD NOTIF IED,

£ ALSO REPEATED THE SOVIET PROPOSAL FOR LL-EUROPEAN

CONFERENCE AT FOLITICAL LEVEL, BUT MAD CRENCE TO THE

/PPLICATION OF DETENTE OUTSIDE EURO Rb, NOR DID HE MENTION CUBA.

‘£ ALSO REFERRED TO THE IMPORTANT NEGOTIATIONS FOR SALT 111

THAT LAY AHEAD., ONCE SALT |! HAD COME INTO FORCE, THE SOVIET

W ION WOULD BE PREPARED TO DISCUSS PGSSIBILITIES OF LIMITING NOT

ONLY INTERCONTINENTAL WEAPONS, BUT OTHER WEAPONS AS WELL,
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6. BREZHNEV’S PHYSICAL PERFORMANCE WAS BETTER THAN | HMAD EXPECTED,
IN THE MORNING HE TOOK PART INTER ALIA IN THE WREATH-LAYING -
CEREMONY AT TP””T W, WALKING SEVERAL HUNDRED YARDS, ALBEIT WITH
A STIFF, SHUFFLING QNIT TO THE FOOT OF THE SOVIET WAR MEMORIAL
WITH HONECKER AND AN AIDE ON EITHER SIDE TO STEADY HIM., AT THE
EVENING FESTVERANSTALTUNG HE LEFT HIS CHAIR IN THE CENTRE OF
THE FRONT ROW OF THE DAIS AND PROCEEDED ALONE AND UNAIDED TO THE
END OF THE ROW, DOWN FIVE STEPS, AND UP TO THE LECTERN OUT IN
FRONT, WHERE HE STOOD TO DELIVER HIS 20-MINUTE SPEECH, BEFORE
RETURNING, AGAIN ALONE AND UNAIDED, TO THE DAIS. HIS VOICE
THROUGHGUT WAS FIRM, ALTHOUGH QUIETER AND MORE MEASURED THAN

HONEC KERS.

7. THE WHGLE AFFAIR WAS DOMINATED BY THE THEME

JLAR SOVIET-GDR SCLIDARITY, HONECKER’S SPEECH WAS

APPROPRIATE SYCOPHANCY, WITH SPECIAL MENTION OF THE
SKR?ET?:TT_BETﬁ;LR FOR SPECIALISATION AND CO-CFERATION IN PRODU-

CTION BETW WO COUNTRIES. BREZHNEV WAS EVERYWHERE THE
CENTRAL F - S WE ENTERED THE PALACE OF THE REPUBLIC A
CLAGUE OF FDJ’(FREE GERMAN YOUTH) LINING THE HALL AND STAIRS
[EAFENED US WITH THEIR CHANT OF QUOTE FRIENDSHIP AND SCOLIDARIT
WGUOTE.  NAUMANN’S WELCOME TO THE FRATERKAL DELEGATIONS, AS Ve
AS HONECKER’S SPEECH, BROUGHT OUT THE THEME OF THE IRRISISTA
FROGRESS OF THE CAMP OF SOCIALISM AnD PEACE AND THE FORCES OF
REVOLUTION AND LIBERATION, WITH THE GDR NOW PLAYIKG A WORLT

WIDE ROLE IN THE HISTORIC PROCESS. e
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