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I have seen a copy of Paul Lever's letter of 1st December about the

proposal that Monsieur Barre should be invited to visit Britain between now and
the next Anglo-French Summit.

2. It may be that Monsieur Barre is unlikely to continue as Prime Minister
after the Presidential elections, even if President Giscard wins. But we do not
know: it is only speculation. Even if it happens, Monsieur Barre is likely to
remain a force in French politics. He could make the sort of comeback that
President Pompidou made after he ceased to be'de Gaulle's Prime Minister in
1968.

s As we know, he is an effective and influential speaker, whose trenchantly
expressed views we do not always welcome. Even in the shorter term, his
coming here as the Prime Minister's guest might enable her to modify some of his

views - or at any rate the expression of them - to our advantage. He will also

have an important voice in the discussions leading up to the 1981 CAP price fixing,

4. I think that the balance of advantage is in favour of inviting him, as proposed

by the Foreign and Commonwealth Office.

ROBERT ARMSTRONG

5th December, 1980
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5th December 1980

M O'D B Alexander Esq.
10 Downing Street
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Paul Lever sent me a copy of his letter to you of 1’December
about an invitation to M. Barre, the French Prime Minister,
to visit Britain between now and the Anglo-French Summit.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer would welcome a talk

with M. Barre if he is invited to come to London. Perhaps
therefore you would bear in mind that the Chancellor
himself hopes to visit Paris and to make a speech there on
27 January.

I am sending copies of this letter to the recipents
ff Paul Lever's letter.
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A,J. WIGGINS
Private Secretary
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Paul Lewer, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.
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Instructions for completion of Dummy Card

Use black or blue pen to complete form.

Use the card for one piece or for each extract removed from a different
place within a piece.

Enter the department and series,
eg. HO 405, J 82.

Enter the piece and item references, .
eg. 28, 1079, 84/1, 107/3

Enter extract details if it is an extract rather than a whole piece.

This should be an indication of what the extract is,
eg. Folio 28, Indictment 840079, E107, Letter dated 22/11/1995.

Do not enter details of why the extract is sensitive.

If closed under the FOI Act, enter the FOI exemption numbers applying
to the closure, eg. 27(1), 40(2).

Sign and date next to the reason why the record is not available to the
public ie. Closed under FOI exemption; Retained under section 3(4) of
the Public Records Act 1958; Temporarily retained; Missing at transfer
or Number not used.
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