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PRIME MINISTER

GERMAN VISIT - MEDIA INTERVIEWS

You have agreed to give an interview to Mr Bernt Conrad, the
Diplomatic Correspondent of "Die Welt" of Hamburg, a

national daily with a circulation of over 200,000.

Your programme allows only 30 minutes for the interview
after the formal sessions at the Chancellery. It will take
place at the Ambassador's residence in Bonn and will be

recorded by the COI.
Mr Conrad has interviewed you once before in October 1984.

Because time is so short in Bonn, Mr Conrad submitted a
series of questions for written answer in advance of the
interview (attached at Annex A). The FCO are producing

answers for submission.

.

During the interview he will develop certain of the areas
covered in the written questions. He would like to start on
South Africa and sanctions; go on to East/West relations in
a world context but with particular reference to arms
control and prospects for the USA/USSR summit; touch on the
UK Presidency and Community affairs before concluding with

one or two "personal" questions.

At the end of your visit to RAF Guttersloh on Wednesday, you
are to give short interviews for radio and television to the
British Forces Broadcasting Service. A room has been set

aside and again the COI will be present to record.

Mr John Walker will conduct the radio interview and he has

been told that he has five minutes. He will ask questions




visit; Britain in NATO and if you have a message for
our servicemen and women in Germany.
Mr Jim Luxton for television will cover similar ground but
also would like to ask you about "cutbacks" in the local
allowance paid to the British Forces in Germany and the
effect the DM/Sterling exchange rate has upon them. Mr
Luxton's list of questions is at Annex C and he understands

that in five minutes he cannot cover them all.
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DTE WELT, Bernt Conrad
Qu

4. After the latest wmassacres in Karafdchi and
Istanbul people can see again, that international
terrorism is one of the greatest dangers of our
time. You have your own exporiences. Do you

see any realistic possibility to stop this
madness? Is there enough international ccoperation,

especially among the curopean partners?

2., You had some trouble with youf partners in

the Commonwealth about the usefulness of economic
sanctions aganinst South Africa. I think . you are
right: Sanctions will not help politically. But
after the disappointing visit of Sir Geoffrey Howe
in southern Africa at least some limited sanctions
seem to bee unavoidable for the European Community.
Do you accept that? And how do you see the future
development in South Africa?

3, Do you see a chance for a combined action of
Europe, America and Japan in the field of sanctions
against South Africa?

4. That leads to the general relations between
Europe and the United Staates. There are growing
problems especially in the minds of the younger
generation here and zaxrwadx at the other side of
the Atlantic. A new isolationsmin Aperica and a
new tﬁ%&}f%%%&ﬂ- in Europe are not impossible. what
can the Europeans do to prevent a split between

America and Europe?

- - -

psychology, but even more tne 1acy uf ¥iuwing
economical competition c¢an divide Europe and
America. Competition is nessecary. But how can you

avoide negative consequences for the alliance?

6. The friesddship between Germany and France is a

cornerstone of the European Community. But do you

G

think the partnership between Britain and “ermany




is strong enough to check that in the interest of a

proper balance within the Community?

Y. Two years ago in our first interview ypu asked
me, what Bundeskanzler Kohl meant with his desire
for a European Union. Now you are the president of
the European Council, and I want to ask you: Is
the European Union or in other words: a closely
united Europe a realistic aim for you? And
furthermore: What are ;K3u£0ncrete goals during

the British presidency?

8. You have been the first lgading western
politician who met with Secretary G

Gorbatschow. Your first impression was rather

eneraxl

positive., How do you judge today the policy and
the position of Mr, Gorbatschow?

9. Do you think there will be an second summit

between President Reagan and Gorbatschow? And what

will be the outcome?

10. In uermany we are now facing a rhenomcnon
which is wellknown to you in Britain: the growing
stream of refugees from other parts of the world,
One of the ressons is, that our constitution is=s
very liberallin that respect. Do you thmink,

a democratic . state has to bear the burden of
hundreds of thousands of refugees or do you see any

limitation? And how can to stop such\ stream ?

11. Some years ago the protection of environment

seemed to bee no real problem for Britain. But now

you aro doing a lot for that protection. Do you see

an necessity for more European cooperation in

this re=pect?

12. Du you think that the peaceful use of nuclear

energy has to be limited or even sitopped after

the expericnccs of Tschernobyl? Or is the °

nuclear cnegry indisp;ﬁLble for a modern
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industrial society?

13. In Britain you and your party had to face several

set-backs in the latest by-elections, And there was

some trouble in your own government. Do you still

see realistic chancé‘to win the next election?

What will be your most important argument for your
constituency?

14, After all your political eyperiences: Are you

still the so called "Iron Lady"? Do you

like that name any more?




LINE OF QUESTIONING FOR BFBS RADIO INTERVIEW

147 Your reaction to what you have seen during your tour in
BFG and how impressed you have been by the standard of
professionalism within the British Armed Forces in

Europe.

The importance of Britain's role within NATO.

How successfully Britain is carrying out its NATO

commitment.

Anything you would particularly like to say to British

servicemen and women in BFG.

The seriousness of the Russian threat.

How rising costs of weaponary and equipment will

determine our future defence policy.

Views on past Conservative leaders.
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PAINE MINISTER.- suggasted quegtions TV interviev

x1, Prime Mioietar, you have had quite & whiviwvind toux todsy, ssaivg sad

bearing about various aspacts of BFG, what hsve baen your impresaiouns of
your visit today? ;

. x 2, Yeu had the chanze to 'talk to soma of the soldiers azd airesn on the
ground, what worries or problems did they exprass to you?

%3, Becens cutbacka in 104 acd the f£alling exchauge rate betwess the poucd
dnd the wark hes made ths aversge servicemsn worss off finamcially aad
Caused a Cartain amount of resentuent smong the ttoops that they sra being
hard dome by. Are you bappy that the BFGC serviceman is getting a fair deal

'for his part im helping to maiutain and defend WATO hexe in Germany?

~4, What, {f anything, are you dojng to improve their lot?

5. You bava just had 4 mesting with the two Cs in G, did they have aay
big worries about lsck of manpower, rassurces or morals which were meking
thedxr jobs aw leadets ineressingly diffieult?

6., Juss h9§ important do you feal BPG's role in NATO ia?

7« Do you forsses eny msjor chbanges to BPG im the futurs, for example,
there bas bees talk lately of cuttiog dack drastically on the uumbsr of
British troops hera? : v

i
8, You bave speuat the day with your German oppbaitc vumber, Chancellor
Kohl, doas be have any ressrvatiocns about ths British Yorcss hars in .
Gsrmany, for example cowplaints from his voters about tha disruption te
their 1{vas¥u? such things ¢s exerciaes, low.flying ssd #0 on causs?




