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VISIT TO ERITISH FORCES GERMANY (BFG) BY THE PRIME M
CHANCELLOR KQOHL, 17 SEPTEMBER

SUMMARY
1. THE VISIT GOT GOCD PUBLICITY HERE AND CAM BE SAID TO HAVE
ACHIEVED ITS AIM3. KOHL AND HIS PARTY WERE DEEPLY IMPRESSED,

DETAIL

2., THE PRIME MINISTER AND CHANCELLOR XKOHL SPENT 17 SEPTEMBER
VISITING BRITISH FORCES GERMANY IN THE FIELD. MR YOUNGER AND PR
WOERNER ACCOMPANIED THEM, TOGETHER WITH THE CDS AND FROM THE ARERMAN
SIDE THE INSPECTOR OF THE ARMY (CGS EQUIVALENT), SOME LOCAL “PS AND
OTHERS. THIS ¥WAS KOHL'S FIRST VISIT TO BFG., THE COMMANDERS~-IN-CHIEF,
WHOSE DAY IT WAS, WILL HO DOUBT BE SENDING THEIR |MPRESSIONS,

3. FRO™ MY PQINT OF VIEY THIS VISIT HAD THREE PURPOSES:-

(A) TO BRING HOME TO KOHL AS VIVIDLY AS POSSIBLE THE JUALITY OF PFG
ARD THE VITAL ROLE THEY PLAY:

TO REMIND THE GERMAN PUBLIC AT LARGE OF THE MAJOR CONTRIBUTIND
MADE BY BRITAIN TO THE DEFENCE OF THE FEDERAL REPYPLIC:

TO DEMONSTRATE SYMBOLICALLY AND GRAPHICALLY THE INTERDEPENDENCE
OF QUR DEFENCE EFFCRT 1IN THE FRG.

4., | BELIEVe WE SUCCEEDED VERY WELL OW (A), AND ADEQUATELY ON (R).
O (C) WE NOW HAVE A LAMNDMARK WHICH WE MUST ALL YWORK TOQ XEEP
VISIBLE.

PROGRAMME

5. KOHL WAS GIVEN AN IMPRZSSIVE BRIEFINS ON THE THRTAT AHD BFG'S
ABILITY TO MEET (T, THE DISCUSSION WHICH THIS SET OFF, THOUGH RRIEF,
WAS ORE OF THE “OST VALUAPRLE PARTS OF THE VISIT, BUT THE MAIN AfM
WAS TO SEE THE FCRCES 14 THE FIELD., THE 2 KEADS OF GOVERMMEMT
WATCHED A TAUK DEMCHSTRATION AT FALLINGBOSTEL, IMVOLVING POTH
CHALLENGER AND GERMAN! LEOPARD 11, THEY WERZ TELEVISED 14 THE TURRETS
OF THEIR RESPECTIVE WATIONAL TANKS, FIRED THEIR GUNS AMD FACH SCORED
A DIRECT HIT. THEY WATCHED A HARRIER DEMONSTPRATION DY RAF GERIMAYY,
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THEY MET A WIDE RANGE OF BFG PERSOMNSL 2OF ALL RAMKS, AND SO4E FROM
THE BUNDESVEHR.

MEDIA
. THE DAY'S EVENTS PROVIDED IDEAL TARGETS FOR THE TELEVISION
CAMERAS AND THERE WAS 500D COVERASE HERE, ESPECIALLY CON THE LATE
NEWS BROADCAST3. AT THE PRESS CCHFEREMCE X0HL SPIME WARMLY OF THE
ANGLO/RERAMAY DEFENCE COOPERATION AND EXPRESSEDR ADYIRATICYH FOR THE
HISH STANDARD OF BFS'S TRAIMING, THE PRESS HAD WIDESPRITAD
- PHOTOGRAPHIC COVERAGE, THOUGH NOT “MANY COLUMM 1iHCHES OF
TEXT. THE RESIONAL PRESS WILL MO DOUY2T GIVE «|IDER COVERACE,
INCLUDING ON THE QUESTION COF TRAINING AT SCLTAU-LUENEPYRS, OM TYIS [
KOHML WAS MORE ROBUST THAN WOERNER IN EXPLAINING THE NEED TO TPAIM,
"'FREEDOM CANNOT BE HAD FREE OF CHARGE'',

COMMENT

7. KCHL'S OFFICE HAVE TOLD ME THAT HE CAME AWAY DEEPLY IMPRESSED
(WOERNER'S STAFF SAY THE SAME OF HIM, WHICH IN A WAY 1S AN EVEN
GREATER COMPLIMENT.) KOHL BEING THE MAN HE 1S, THE VISIT WILL HAVZ
DONE MORE THAM MANY HOURS OF TALKING OR READING COULD EVER ACTHIEVE
TO PRINT IN HIS MIND THE PICTURE OF BRITISH FOPCES AS TOP TWALITY,
DEEPLY COMMITTED PROFESSIOMALS DEFENDING OME OF THE MOST VULYERABLE
POINTS OF THE INNER-GERMAN BORDER. ASSUMING KOHL CCONTINUES TO LEAD
GERMANY FOR ANOTHER FOUR YEARS, THE EFFORT PUT INTQ ARRANCING THE
VISIT WicL HAVE BEEN AN EXCELLENT INVESTMENT,
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