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SUMMARY
1. MURDER TRMAL OF ACT4ON DYRECTE MEMBERS HALTED AFTER JURY

DEFECTHONS. DOUBTFUL PROSPECTS FOR NEW TRYAL. ANOTHER EMBARRASSMENT
FOR CHIRAC.
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DETAML
2. THE TRMAL OPENED W PARIS ON 3 DECEMBER OF REGHS SCHLEHCHER AND
TWO OTHER ALLEGED ACT-HON DIRECTE MEMBERS, CHARGED WITH THE MURDER A
1983 OF TWO POLYCEMEN WHO WERE SHOT WHEN THEY ASKED TO SEARCH BAGS
BEANG CARRIED BY A GROUP OF PEOPLE N A PARIS STREET. SCHLEACHER
WERNED THE JURY AND COURT THAT ALL WOULD BE EXPOSED TO PROLETARHAN
JUSTICE
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3. SEVERAL JURORS QUICKLY PLEADED MEDICAL GROUNDS FOR WHTHDRAWING
AND WERE REPLACED BY THE FOUR SUBSTITUTES. ON 8 DECEMBER A Fi#TH
JUROR DEFECTED, ALSO ON ALLEGED MEDICAL GROUNDS: AND AS NO
SUBSTIMUTES REMAINED, THE TR4AL WAS HALTED. MR
e
4. PRESS REPORTS SAY THAT THERE MAY BE A NEW TRYAL 4N FEBRUARY OR
MARCH BUT THAT THERE 4 NO CERTAINTY THAT A NEW PANEL OF JURORS
WILL PROVE MORE COURAGEOUS. THE SAME PROBLEM MAY ARISE AT THE TRIAL,
DUE AT ABOUT THE SAME TAME, OF GEORGES 'FBRAHIM ABDALLAH (ALLEGED
LARF LEADER). APPARENTLY FRENCH DEFENCE COUNSEL HAVE A RIGHT TO KNOW
JURORS' NAMES AND ADDRESSES: THE DANGER OF ‘WNTIMIDATJON OR WORSE 1S
THEREFORE VERY REAL: DEFENCE COUNSEL ‘N THESE CASES TEND TO BE
ADHERENTS OF THETR CLA¥ENTS' CAUSES.
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5. ANTA~TERRORYST LEGHSLATHON ENACTED #4& SEPTEMBER PERMITS TRAL
WITHOUT A LAY JURY #N CERTAIN CASES (THE PRINCIPLE OF COLLEGPALNTY
REMAINS, HOWEVER,' AND THE PRESIDENT OF THE COURT WILL BE ASSISTED BY
SIX MAGHMSTRATE-ASSESSORS). BUT THE LAW ‘IS EXPLHCITLY NOT
RETROACTAWE, ALTHOUGH SYNCE «T DEALS WTH PROCEDURE RATHER THAN
PENALTY, T WOULD NORMALLY HAVE BEEN SO. o fipan ool
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6. FURTHER DETA#L ON THE SCHLE:WCHER CASE ‘{8 N COX'S LETTER OF 8
DECEMBER TO KiDD (WED).

7. COMMENT: THE COLLAPSE OF THIS TRLAL AND THE UNCERTA4N PROSPECTS
\ARE ANOTHER EMBARRASSMENT FOR CHYRAC AND THE GOVERNMENT. EVEN
p~hGARO'S (RIGHT=W{NG) REPORTER CANNOT REFRAYN FROM PONTING OUT THE
ICONTRAST BETWEEN THIS FASCO AND PASQUA'S EARL'ER PLEDGES TO
ERRORISE THE TERRORHSTS. POL4CE MORALE *®§ ALSO L4AKELY TO BE
A#%ECTED,'UNLESS THE GOVERNMENT TAKES SwWifT ACTON TO MAKE THE
SEPTEMBER LEGISLATHON RETROACTHWE. THIS SEEMS THE MOST L:MKELY
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OUTCOME. e

8, T REMAMNS TO BE SEEN WHETHER THIS EXPERJENCE wiLL CAUSE FRENCH
JOURNALSTS AND POL#MTYHC!BANS TO UNDERSTAND BETTER THE PROBELMS FACED
BY HMG OVER THE JNTHMIDATHON OF JURMES HN NORTHERN {RELAND AND THE
NEED FOR SPECHAL PROCEDURES THERE.
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