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YOU ASKED FOR 1 E IT, WHISH | GFVE SELOM . IR THE FORM
V7”~ “HTS ON THE POINTS 95!95? IN YOUR PARA 6
G PIK BOTHA'S APORNACH, “MUCH DEPENIS O WH I CH
AT. THE ™ CONVEYED THPOUSH
WHOLE WAY T WEET OUP PROEDSALS
THE AUESTINN OF WHAT IS MEANT BY
IE WILL BE COMMITTINE
BOTHA'S OwWM LETTER
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on|NT FLIES IN THE
AS PETWEEN THE TWO
ayn LETTER AS THE
PROM|S ING FROY OUR OWN
POINT OF Vit HE TROUF S THAT ¢ . LETTER CONTAINS NO
HINT WAATEVER ¢ ' NSE HOPZFUL LINE NRTED RY ENWARDES,
NOR WOULL SE SAFE TO RE ON THE CISE FORMULATION OF AN
MESSACE EGPECIALLY WHEN AM TN 5 V|EFFERENT WO TTEM
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EXPECT PIK WOULT HAVE CLEARED HIS LETTER WITH THE
oM |DEuT. BUT | DOUBT IF HE WOULD HAVE CLEARED WHAT AMOUNTS
70 A COMPLAINT ABOUT THE BRITISH POSITION WITH THE CABINET AS A
4ALE. STILL MORE WOULD | DOURT WHETHER THE ORAL MESSAGE 23711747
‘K BY EDJARDES REPRESENTS A COMSIDERED CABINET VIEW. VY 0UM
SUESS 1S THAT ROTH MESSAGES APE ESSEWTIALLY A PERSOMAL INITIATIVE,
AS YOU KHOW, PIK GOT OUT O% A LIMP OVER THE EPG, HE HAS BEEM
EoTAZLIquku HIMSELF SINCE THEN. HE STILL HAS NOTHING
SHOY FOR GOING OUT AS FAR AS HE DID NVER THE EPG. 1T WOULT
A FEATHER IN HIS CAP |F HE COULD MOW POINT TO EVIDENCE
JESTERN COVERMMENTS SHOWING RENEWED INTEREST IN A FORMULA FO°
CALLING OFF BLACK VIOLENCE. | AM SURE HE WOULD HAVE THE BACKING
OF 415 DFA OFFICIALS FOR THIS. MEVERTHELESS, | SEE MO IMMEDIATE
PROSPECT OF THE SOUTH AFRICANS BEING WILLING TO REOPEN AN E°G-
TVOE PACKASE. IT WOULT RUN COUNTER T0O EVERYTHING THEY ARE SAYING
90145 NOW IM REGARD TO THE ANC. 1T WOULD ALSO PISK HANDING
RIGHT-%INC JPPOSITION AN ELECTION BONUS. RUT PIK HIMSELF
SCLIEVE IT WORTH KEEPING THE PNSSIBILITY ALIVE FOR LATE®, I.E.
TIME AFTER THE FORTHCOMING ELECTION., ©0SSIBLY EDWARDES' MES-
MAY ALS0 3 COKMECTED INDIRECTLY WITH THE SUCCESSION TO P W
PIK ALMDST CERTAINLY SEES HIMSELF AS A CANDIDATE, (HE IS NOT
ELL PLACED AS F W DE KLEPK OR HEUMIS, BUT HE ENTERED THE CONTEST
T TIME ROUND AND COULD HOPE TO 32 A COMPR0MISE CHOICE IN THE
NT OF STALEMATE BETWEEN TwO FRONT PUNNERS). OF ALL THE °RESENT
SHIP, PIK IS THE ONE “HO ™OST CLEARLY CECOSNISES THAT THE
21GHT TRACK. EVEN IF HIS RENEWED INTEREST 1S
HOWEVER, IT ASSUMES THE LEADERSHIP CAN EVENTUALLY
PZ 3ROUGHT ROUND TO SOMETHING N% THE LINES OF MATCHING COMMITMENT,
WHICH 1S A BIG |IF AT THIS STASE,
(C) AS | HAVE ALREADY INDICATED, MUCH AS | WOULD LIKE T9
LIEVE THAT THE MESSAGES REPRZSENT A REAL SHIFT | CANNOT
NESTLY SEE THEM IN THAT wAY, AT BEST, PIX MAY HOPE TO KEEP THE
R0SPECTS ALIVE FOR THE IDEA OF MATCHING COMMITMENTS ARD ALSD T9
STAIN HIS OWN CREDIRILITY. A LESS FAVOURAZLE INTERPRETATION
THAT PIK 1S ONLY TRYPNG TO SCORE POINTS OFF US ANE TN KEEP
MAIN WESTERN GOVERNMENTS ON THE DEFENSIVE. DID HE KNOW THAT
SECRETARY OF STATE AND SCHULTZ WERE TH MEET, | WONDE®R? »//
AT BACK TO THE FACT THAT WE ARE DEALING WITH TWO VERY
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2ENT MESSAGES, AN ORAL ONE WHICH IS POSITIVE AND A WRITTEN
CH IS FAR LESS SO. IT WOULD RE EASIER TO TAKE THE ORAL
THE REAL MESSAGE IF ONE COULD BE ™ORE CONFIDENT
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MU e L-dicn, IHE SEUFETARY MIGHT SAY
Pl( BOTHA lo ?IPHT TO RECALL OUR SUPPORT FOR THE |NDEA THAT
COMMITHENTS ON EACH SIDE CNHYLD HOLD 2UT
PNREAL ISTIC DC)SSI"ILITY FO2 SETTING NEGOTIATIONS GOING THEPE 1S
NO CHANGE IN OUR POSITION ON THIS. ME HAVE REPrATEDLY SET oUT
& OUR VicW OF WHAT Wt EXPECT THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT T2 DA,
" THE SECRETARY OF STATE STATED THIS AGAIN IN STRASBOURSG, BYT Wt
HAVE EQUALLY MADE OUR VIEW3 KNOWM TN THE ANC. THE SECRETARY
OF STATE TOLD TAMBO IN SEPTEMBEP THAT VIOLENCE WAS MOT THE
WAY TO ACHIEVE A SOLUTION. THE ANC SHOULD MAKE CLEAR THAT THEY
WeRE ANXIOUS TO FIND WAYS OF PROMOTING CHANGE WITHOUT VIOLENTE
l.E. THROUGH DIALOGUE. HE *™ADSE A SIMILAR POINT TO FOREIGN
MINISTERS OF NON-ALIGNED COUNTRIES WHO VISITED LONDON IN OCTORER,
IT WAS THE SOUTH AFRICAN SOVERNMENT'S ACTIONS HNWEVER WHICH MADE
IT I1MPOSSIBLe FOR THE EPG TO TAKE THE IDEA NF MATCHING COMM|TMENTS
FURTHER. NOR DID THE SECRETATPY OF STATE GAIN THE IMPRESSION
FROM HIS OWN VISIT TO PRETORIA THAT THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVEPNMENT
WERE PREPARZD TD TAKE STEPS LEADING TO A REVIVAL OF THE Epon
APPROACH. INDEED AT HIS PRESS CONFERENCE BEFORE THE SECRETARY
OF STATE LEFT, PRESIDEMT BOTHA SPOKE STRONGLY AGAINST PRESCRIPTIONS
FROM QUTSIDE. SUBSEQUEMT ACTIONS HAVE APPEAPED TO CONFIPM THIS
PRE-OCCUPATION IN UNMISTAKEABLE TERMS. WE DO NOT RBRELIEVE |T WiLL
SE POSSIBLE TO MAKE PROGRESS WITH OTHER PARTIES YNLESS THE SOUTH

AFRICAN GOVERNMENT THEMSELVES SHOW CONVINCINGLY THAT THEY AOF
WILLING TO TAKE THE KIND OF STEPS |NDICATED. IN THESE C|RCUMSTANGES

IT IS HELPFUL TO KNOW THAT PIK IS STILL INTERESTED IN THE CONCEOT
OF RECIPROCAL COMMITMENTS. 'IF HE HAS FURTHER IDEAS AROUT H0Y THESE
AIGHT PE CARRIED FOPWARD, THE SECRETARY OF STATE YWOULD RE GLAD TO

REAR THE™,

(E) | WOULD NOT EXPECT 21X TH REVEAL THE ACTUAL TEXT OF HJS
LETTER NOR EVEN THE FACT THAT HE IS IN PR|VATE CORRESPONDENGE
w1Td THE SECRETARY OF STATE. BUT IN THE RPUN-UP TO AY ELECT|ON
HE MIGHT BE TEMPTED TO REFER PUSLICLY TO FURTHER CONTACTS
WITH WESTERN GOVERNMENTS, ©0SSIBLY ADDINS SOMETHING DISORLIGINA
ABOUT THE BRITISH POSITION. PIK IS NOTORIOUS FOR LEAK|NG CONF|D-
eNTIAL EXCHANGES. MOREOVER THE PRESIDENT IN HIS NEYW YEAP
MESSACE MADE A POINT OF SAYINC THAT HE HAD ASKED HEADS OF
GOVERMMENTS IN VAIN ABOUT OBTAINING AR ANC COMM|TMENT TO ABANDON
VIOLENCE., THIS REIMFORCES THE 7ASE FOR A REASONED REPLY 0N THE
LINES | HAVE SUGGESTEDN, |.tE. 3IVINT PI¥ THE BENEF|T OF THE DANBT
ASOUT HIS MOTIVES AN OF COHI% AN ADENIME TO GOME BACK ITH
MORE SPECIFIC IDEAS, THE SUSZESTED 2EPLV ALS?Y TRIES T2
GUAPD AGAINMST A PUSLIC CLAIM BY 21K THAT WESTERN GOVERNMENTS
HAVE TRIED TO EXTRACT A COMMITMENMT FROM THE ANC BUT HAVE FAILED,
IT 1S THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERMNHMENT'S CREDIEILITY WHICH HAS

! FALLEN EVEN LOWER AS A RESULT OF THEIR OwWN ACT|ONS,

AOBERLY




