10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SWIA 2AA

10 February 1987

From the Private Secretary

I enclose a copy of Chancellor Kohl's
reply to the Prime Minister's recent message
of good wishes following the general elections.
As you will see it also refers to the kidnapping
of two German citizens in the Lebanon.

I am copying this letter and enclosure
to Stephen Boys Smith (Home Office).

(Charles Powell)

Lyn Parker, Esqg.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.




VS-Vertraulich

Amtiich geheimgehalten

Translation

The Rt.Hon.

Margaret Thatcher, MP

Prime Minister of the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland,

London

Dear Prime Minister, dear Margaret,

Thank you very much for your congratulatory message on my Govern-
ment's confirmation in office by the Bundestag election. I too am
looking forward to continuing our close co-operation in a spirit

of mutual confidence.

Thank you also for your expression of solidarity with regard to
the abduction of two German nationals in Lebanon. The Federal
Government will not allow itself to be put under pressure by the
kidnappers, even if this means that we cannot expect an early

solution.

These kidnappings have indeed demonstrated once again how import-
ant it is that we should combine our efforts in combating inter-
national terrorism.

Yours sincerely,

(sgd) Helmut Kohl




CONFIDENTIAL

DER BOTSCHAFTER
DER BUNDESREPUBLIK DEUTSCHLAND
Baron Hans von Stein 10 February 1987 (j:)

Chargé d'Affaires a.i.
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I have the honour to transmit to you the enclosed message from \‘5)71,

Herr Helmut Kohl, Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany.

A courtesy translation is attached.

Her Excellency

The Rt.Hon. Margaret Thatcher, MP
Her Majesty s Prime Minister and
First Lord of the Treasury

London




VS-VERTRAULICH
- amtlich geheimgehalten -

BUNDESREPUBLIK DEUTSCHLAND
DER BUNDESKANZLER Bonn, den 3. Februar 1987

SVBICT cc MASTER
OPrS
Ihrer Exzellenz
Frau Margaret Thatcher, MP
Premierminister des
Vereinigten Konigreichs
Gropbritannien und Nordirland

London

£
Sehr verehrte Frau Premierminister, M Mu '

haben Sie herzlichen Dank fiir die Glickwiinsche, die Sie mir anlaBlich der
Bestdticuna der von mir gefiihrten Regierung in den Bundestagswahlen liber-
mittelt haben. Auch ich freue mich, daB wir unsere enge und vertrauens-

volle Zusarmmenarbeit fortsetzen konnen.

ich danke Ihnen auch fiir den Ausdruck der Solidaritdt im Falle der Entfiihrung
zweier deutscher Staatsangehoriger im Libanon. Die Bundesregierung wird sich
von den Geiselnehmern nicht unter Druck setzen lassen, auch wenn dies be-

deutet, daB wir nicht mit einer raschen Ldosung rechnen konnen.

In der Tat zeigen diese Entfiihrungen einmal mehr, wie wichtig es ist, dad wir
gemeinsam den Kampf gegen den internationalen Terrorismus fihren.

Mit freuncdlichen GriBen

b \’_\qﬂ“




YS-Vertraulich

Amtiich geheimgehalten

Translation

The Rt.Hon.

Margaret Thatcher, MP

Prime Minister of the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland,

London

Dear Prime Minister, dear Margaret,

Thank you very much for your congratulatory message on my Govern-
ment's confirmation in office by the Bundestag election. I too am
looking forward to continuing our close co-operation in a spirit

of mutual confidence.

Thank you also for your expression of solidarity with regard to
the abduction of two German nationals in Lebanon. The Federal
Government will not allow itself to be put under pressure by the
kidnappers, even if this means that we cannot expect an early

solution.

These kidnappings have indeed demonstrated once again how import-
ant it is that we should combine our efforts in combating inter-
national terrorism.

Yours sincerely,

(sgd) Helmut Kohl







