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“NFO ROUT'HNE PRETORwWA, JOHANNESBURG
'NFO SAVHNG CAPE TOWM CONSULATE, DURBAN

MY TELNO 40t SOUTH AFRICAN ELECTHONt THE RWCHT WiNG
SUMMARY

1. DESPITE A GROWING CHALLENGE FROM THE LEFT: THE RULANG NATHONAL
PARTY ENTERS THE ELECTWON CAMPAAGN NTENT MABNLY UPON KEEPU#G THE
RUIGHT ATPBAY. YET RMGHT WiNG PARTHES ARE STHLL COMPETUNG AGAINST
THEMSELVES. WINNING SEATS FROM THE NP WL DEPEND CRUCIMALLY ON
WHETHER THE RMGHT WG VOTE 'S SPLWNT N THE CONSTMTUENCIHES,

DETAL

2. THE RIEGHT WING CONSHSTS OF gﬁ ME DiyM=SBZED POLKTHCAL PARTY
THE CONSERVATHWE PARTY (CP) WHICH HAS 17 OF THE 166 DIRECTLY
ELECTED WHATE SEATS, AND ONE THNY PARTY:: THE HERSTHGTE NATONAL
PARTY (HNP) WMTH ONE SEAT GAYNED ‘PN, A BY-ELECTHON #N 1985, BEHIND
THEM S THE AFRIKANER WEERSTANDS BEWEGING (AWB), A MILITARIST
PRESSURE GROUP WATH A HUTHERTO DORMANT POLMTHCAL PARTY ATTACHED,

3. FIRST THE HNP «N 1969 AND THEN THE CP i 1982 WERE CREATED

FROM DEFECTHONS FROM THE MAINSTREAM NATMONAL PARTY (NP) & PROTEST
AGAANST THE LATTER'S DEViFAT'RON FROM PURE APARTHEAD ., AN THE LAST
ELECTHON (1981), THE HNP GAUNED 15 PER CENT OF THE TOTAL YOTE

BUT NOT A SHWGLE SEAT. THE CP CAME “INTO BE#NG A YEAR LATER," WHEN

17 NP MEMBERS OF PARL'KAMENT CROSSED THE FLOOR (A MERE 3 OF WHOM

HAVE SUBSEQUENTLY BEEN RE-ELECTED ON A CONSERVATHWE TICKET). THE HNP
NOW HAS ONLY 2-3 PERCENT POPULAR SUPPORT AGAMNST THE 15 PERCENT
PLUS ENJOYED BY THE SLHGHTLY LESS EXTREME CP,

4. BOTH THESE RIGHT WING PARTES CALL FOR PARTHTION AND AN AFRIKANER
STATE, THEY OPPOSE THE GOVERNMENT'S REFORM PROGRAMME ROOT AND
BRANCH, THEMR STANCE HAS THE ATTRACTHON OF HARD CLARITY: THE
AFPIKANERS ARE A NATION, THEY HAVE A RIGHT TO SELF-DETERMINATION
L'KE OTHER NATIONS, THIS CAN ONLY BE ACHIEVED N A WHATE—RULED
STATE, AND PARTHTHON S THEREFORE NECESSARY. BLACKS WWL BE LEFT

TO LOOK AFTER THEMSELVES AS CFTHZENS OF :INDEPENDENT HOMELANDS.
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RIGHT WING SUPPORT

5. GROWTH 1% RIGHT WING SUPPORT CAN RE TRACED BACK TO 1972 AFTER
P W BOTHA'S CALL TO '"'ADAPT OR DIE'', THE OUTBURST OF TOWNSHIP
VIOLENCE AT THE END OF 1984 GAVE A NEW IMPETUS , FURTHER BOOSTED
BY ECONOMIC RECESSION AND REACTION TO THE GOVERMMENT'S EMERGING
REFORM PROGRAMME, WHICH THE FOLLOWING YEAR HELPED TO GIVE THE HAP
TS FIRST SEAT. THE RMGHT KEPT % THE HEADLINES THROUCHOUT THE FRST
HALF OF 10986 SOTABLY 3Y THE BREAK=U? OF NP MEETINGS 3Y AW3 ROUGH-

-

NECKS. OINCE THEM THE 3AND WAGGN HAS LOST SOME MOMENTUM AS P W BQOTHA!

3
HAWK-iSH POLICIES STCLE THE RIPGHT'S THUNDER. OPINION POLLS SHOW
WHITE SUPPORT FOR THE RIGHT WiNG PARTIIES STAYING OBSTINATELY

THE 20 PER CENT MARK.,

6. NEVERTHELESS THE CHALLENGE FROM THE RIGHT APPEARS TO MAVE 3BEEN
A MAJOR FACTOR PN THE HARDEMING OF P W BOTHA'S STANCE AND :IN HIS
JECISION TO HOLD AN EARLY ELECTION FOR WHITE VOTERS,THERE WERE
SIGNS OF CONSERVATMVE-MINDED CLEMENTS wiTHIN THE NATIONAL PARTY
LTSELF BEGINNING TO BE AFFECTED.

7. FVGHT wHNG STRENGTH LIES N TRADITHOMAL AFRIKANER ARgA%ﬁLEFT
BEHIND AS THE NP HAS MQVED TO A MORE PRAGMATIC APPRQOACH TO

e—

APAPTHELD.THE HEARTLAND ‘1S N TRANSVAAL ,AND ESPECUALLY AMONG:

A)FARMERS OF THE NORTH ONLY NOw RECOVERING FROM YEARS OF
DROUGHT AND UNDER THREAT OF SPORADIC GUERRILLA ACTIVITY
S e

3)SLUE=COLLAR WORKERSvHIT RY UNEMPLOYMENT AND RY PBLACK
COMPETITION FOR 'JOBS:

C)THE OLDER GENERATION OF CivIL SERVANTS LOYAL TO THE
PERCEIVED WISDOM OF SARLIER YEARS. ’

POCKETS OF SUPPORT ALSO EXHST N ADJACENT AREAS OF THE ORANGE
FREE STATE ,NORTHERN NATAL AND NORTHERMN CAPE,.THE CP HAS ATTRACTED
SGIE SYMPATHISERS AMONG ENGLISH-SPEAKERS (PARTICULARY THOSE WHO
CAME TO SOUTH AFFICA FROM RHODESIPA) AS WELL AS Il THE PORTUGUESE
AND GREEK COMMUNITIES

ELECTION PROSPECTS

8. THE RIGHT WING PARTIES ''NTEND TO MAKE A CENTRAL :#'SSUE OF REFORM,
THEY WILL CHARGE THE GOVERMMENT WITH HAVING A SECRET AGENDA AMD
CHALLEMGE THEM TO SPELL OUT THEIR INTENTIONS  AFRPKANERDOM IN

DANGER wItL 2E THE CRY,.THEIR OTHER MAIN :SSUE wiLL BE THE RECESSION,
wiTH ACCUSATIONS THAT THE COVERNMENT HAVE NEGLECTED THE SUFFERING
FARMERS AND ARE UNABLE TO COPE WITH UNEMPLOYMENT.LAW AND ORDER,

AND HIGH TAXATION OF WHITES TO FINAMCE BLACK ADVANCEMENT,WILL

ALSO FEATURE STRONGLY.THERE 'wiLL 2E PLENTY OF SYMPATHETIC LISTENERS.
BUT HOW FAR THIS CAN BE TRANSLATED 4NTO A SIGNIFICANT

NUMDER OF SEATS FOR RIGHT WiING CANDIDATES 1§ QUESTIONABLE

-2 -
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9, NEITHER THE CP NOR (STILL LESS)THE HMP CAN EASHLY PROJECT
THEMSELVES AS A CREDIBLE ALTERMATIWE GOVERNMENT.THEY OFFER POLICHES
WHICH HAVE BEEN LARGELY TRIED AN THE PAST AND SEEN TO FAIL.
THERE 1’5 NO QUTSTANDIMNG LEADER.TREURNACHT(CP) S A POLWTICAL
Fi:GURE CF SOME STATURE,BUT LACKS POPULAR APPEAL,.THE 'MNFLEXHELE
MARAIS (HNP) 1S A LiAADILITY.TERREBLANCHE (AWB) kS A POWERFUL
ORATOR BUT HARD TO SEE AS CABINET MATERIAL (COVERNMENT-CONTROLLED
TV AND BUSHMESS-CONTOLLED PRESS ARE HOSTHMLE.FUNDS ARE SHORT,
THEY wWiLL ALSO HAVE TO CONTEND WITH THE INSTINCT:IwWE AFRIKANER
RELUCTANCE TO SWHTCH VOTES.DISSATISFACTHON AMONG THE MORE
CONSERVATIWE NP SUPPORTERS MAY WELL BE EXPRESSED N ABSTENTICONS
RATHER THAN 1N VOTES FOR A RUGHT wiNG PARTY.

10, ABOVE ALL,THE RWGHT kS WEAKENED BY INTERNAL FEUDING, NP

CANDH'DATES WiLL LAUGH ALL THE WAY TO THE POLLS -IF¥ BOTH CP AND HNP
FHELD SEPARATE CAND:DATES OF THE'R OWN FOR 6§ MAY, WwHi{CH COULD EVEN
LEAD TO NEW RIGHT WING GROUPS JOINING THE FRAY AT THE LAST MINUTE.

11. THE CP HAS BEEN PRESSING FOR A FULL MERGER.THE HNP HAS HELD

OUT FOR AN ELECTORAL PACT ONLY AND HAS DEMANDED A SHARE OF SEATS
QUITE DISPROPORTICNATE TO 4TS STRENGTH.AN ATTEMPT BY TREURNICHT TO
FORCE HES ALLY'S HAND BY CALLING FOR A UMNKTY CONFERENCE N JANUARY
FAMWED AND LEFT THE GAP WIDER THAN EVER.POL!CY DIFFERENCES ARE

ALSC A PROBLEM ALTHOUGH PERHAPS MOT INSURMOUNTABLE (FOR

EXAMPLE OVER TREATMENT OF WDANS AND STATUS OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE),
THE REAL OBSTACLES ARE THE HNP'S FEAR OF BEING SWALLOWED UP BEFGRE
‘WT CAN GAIN A FIRM FOOTHOLD ‘N PARLBAMENT ,AND EVEN MORE THE LONG=-
STANDMNG PERSONAL FEUD BETWEEN TREURN:ICHT AND MARAUS.

12, THE TwQ LEADERS ARE UNDER COMNSIDERABLE PRESSURE FROM TERREZLAMCHE
AND OTHER RIGHTAST FIGURES TO BURY THEIR DIFFERENCES.EVENTUAL
AGREEMENT 1S STILL POSSUBLE,THiIS MIGHT NCT ADD uP TO MUCH MORE THAN
GIVING A JOINT GREEN LIGHT TO CONST-HTUENCY PARTIES TO WORK OUT THEIR
OwN LOCAL PACTS.UNDERSTAND'INGS HAVE ALREADY BEEMN REACHED /N SOME
MARGINAL CONSTHTUENCIES,

EVERAL OF THEJR PRESENT SEATS

LY ON GAIPNING OTHERS ELSEWHERE JUST
TO STAMD STILL.IN PRIVATE,CP ADVISERS ADMET THAT (F THE CP AND
HNP REMAYN LOCKED I8 COMBAT THE CP ®IGHT BE RETURNED WITH FEVER
SEATS THAN NOW.THE HNP CHAIRMAN TOLD US THAT HYS PARTY MIGHT 53&E
LEFT WHKTH NO SEATS AT ALL UNLESS A PACT IS PUT TOGETHER.ON THE
OTHER MAND,If THE RIGHT WORK TOGETHER,THEY STAND A CHANCE OF
TOPPLAMG AT LEAST ONE MIMISTER ‘N THE TRANSVAAL (DU PLESSHES,
MINISTER OF MANPOWER),THEY EVEYN HWAVE HOPES FOR THE CONSTVHTUEMCIES
OF TwO SEXIOR MINISTERS,FW DE KLERK AND v HLJOEN(THE FORMER N
PARTICULAR A CONMTENDER TO SUCEED PW BOTHA),ALTHOUGH THESE ARE
30TH LONG SHOTS.

- e =z

Confidentia! i

13. THE CP SEEM BOuND TO LOSE
PACK TO THE NP,AMD HAVE TO RE
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14, MOST AFRIKANERS MAYSE REGARDED AS CONSERVATIVE AT HEART,

ESPECHALLY WHEN DANGER AND UNCERTAINTY THREATEN.THE GOVERNMENT

KNOW THIS,WHICH IS WHY THEIR ELECTPON STRATEGY CONCENTRATES ON THE
CHALLENGETHEY FACE FROM THE RIGHT.THEY WOULD SEE LOSS OF SEATS TO
THE PFP AND ITS ALLAES OM THE LEFT AS THE LESSER OF TWO EVILS.KEEPINA
AFRIKANERS TOGETHER COMES FIRST.AT ALL COSTS THE GOVERMING

NAT.FONAL PARTY ‘1§ DETERMENED TO AVOID BREAKAWAY PARTIES TO THE

RIGHT GAINING GROUND AND THE AFRIKANER COMMUNITY BEIMNG SPLT

DOWN THE VERY MIDDLE,

15, THE CP «#S CLAMMING THAT 'WT COULD REPLACE THE PFP AS THE

OFFACIAL WHITE OPPOSNTION,AND AT ONE TH#ME THES SEEMED WETHAM 4TS
GRASP,THE COMBINED RIGHT MIGHT STHLL PULL THEIR ACT TOGETHER
HOWEVER , DIVASIONS NOW SEEM L4KELY TO PREVEMNT THEM REALISING

THEIR POTENT DAL ,PARTICULARY AS GOVERNMENT POLICY ‘tN RECENT MONTHS
PRE-EMPTED MUCH OF THEIR ATTACK.OVERALL SUPPORT CF 15-20PERCENT AMONG
THE WHITE ELECTORATE witL NOT BE ENOUGH FOR THE RIGHT TGO ACHIEVE "

A BREAKTHROUGH.

MOBERLY

YYYY.
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SOUTHERN AFRICA [COPIES SENT TO NO 10 DOWNING STREET]
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