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SOUTH AFRWCA: THE WHWNTE ELECTHION ON 6 MAY:
SUMMARY:

Ba AN UNHNSPHRING NATWONAL) CAMPAMGNS| BUT: BIWTITER CONTESTS ATy
CONSTHTIENCY: LEVEL REFORM AND BLACK PARTHCHP ATIHON THE MAHN
WMSSUES.w GOVERNMENT: UNDER ATTACK FROM BOTH FLANKS AND UNWHALIMNG
TO SPEids OUTi THEWR REFORM WINTENTHHONSia EMPHASIS ON ANC THREATW

24 OUTBREAKS OF BLACK UNREST: WHKELM HiN FUWAL DAYS OF CAMPANGN.
BUT) PATTERN OF SEATS EXPECTED TO REMA#N MUCH AS BEFOREs WWTH
NESHTHER RWGHT: NOR LEFT MAKWNG SHs ”mwsxm NATHON ALY

ML < L
PARTY:. MAJORWMTY’ WORRALLI CONTEST: CL BEHING MAR GIiN ALY

ORR A
e =

Fa NOW HN WIS FNAL STAGESk: THE LONG DRAWN-QUT ELECTHON CAMPAHGN
HAS FAMMED TO GENERATE AS MUCH EXCHTEMENTI AS shiNsiTYMALLY SEEMED
POSSHBLEW FACED WiTH CHALLENGES ON BOTH LEFT AND RWGHT FLANKS
THE GOVERNMENT: HAVE PLAYED THEUR HAND SKidlF UL THE RIGHT~
WWNG PARTHMES HAVE REMAMWNED HAMPERED B¥ WACK OF AN ELECTORAL
PACTHt THE GEFT BY BEWMNG WDENTHFMED WARGELY' WWTH ENGLIWSH-

SPEAKWNG WHINTES:a

sy FOR THE MOST: PARTL: i HAS BEEN A DULAs) REPETWTWNVE AFF AsRia

THHS DOES NOT) NECESSARWMLY: MEAN LACK OF fKNTERESTIs THERE W
WHOESPREAD CONCERN ABOUT. THE FUTURE OF WHWTES: BUT ALSO UNCERTAHNTY:
ABOUT: HOW i CAN BESTi BE PROTECTED AND ABOUT: THE VARM:OUS
PRESCRWPTWONS OFFERED BYi THE PARTHES.W GOVERNMENT, CONTROW OF

RADWO AND TELEVHSHON HAS HELPED TO SUBDUE NATHONAL: DEBATE

BETWEEN THE PARTHESw ONWY THE BATTLE BETWEEN HEUNWS AND WORRALL
HAS ADDED SOME HUMAN WWNTEREST: AND CRUSADHNG SPHRINTYI WHTH

WORRALL) PERHAPS SURPRUSHINGLY: STHLAI WifTHwiN CATCHNG DISTANCE OF

HWS MWNISTERMAL OPPONENTw

5 AT THE CONSTITUENCY 4EVEdss HOWEVERe: MANY: A HARD FOUGHT
CONTESTi ¢S wiN PROGRESSw THE NATHHONAW PARTY: (NP)L AND THE
CONSERVATHVE PARTY: (CPN ARE SLOGGHNG #4T; OUT. «iN THE NORTH N
PARTHCULAR THE PROGRESSWNVE FEDERAW PARTY: (PFP)LAND NEW REPUBLMC
PARTY! (NRP.}. SEEM TO BE REAPHNG SOME BENEF«T: FROM THEWR

ALLIMANCE AND FROM PRESENTHNG THEMSELVES AS THE NUCLEUS OF A
POSSHMBLE WIWDER GROUPHNG OF MODERATES WWTH POTENTHAL AS AN
AUTERNATTMVE GOVERNMENTi2 THE NP HAVE HAD DiFFCULSTY) MOTHVATHNG
SOME SUPPORTERS DWSHALAUSIHONED wiiTH THE GOVERNMENT'S RECENT
PERFORMANCE AND APPARENT, CONFUSHON BEFORE COMPLEX sWSSUES:s
AFR#IKANER MDDLE-CLASS CRIHTHLCHSM OF THE LEADERSHWP FOR LOSHNG
THE »MWTHATHWE ON REFORM WS A NEW FACTORW BUT) PARTY: LOYALTHES
AND THE NP MACHHMNE ARE FORMMDABLE 4 AND DAFFuCULT: FOR THE OTHER
PARTMES TO MATCH CONSHSTENTLYr: THERE WS NO WANDMCATHON OF A MASSIWE
HAEMORRHAGE OF NP SUPPORIT-w

THE WSSUES

6o PRESMDENTI BOTHA OSTENSHBAY: CALLED THE ELECTMON TO SECURE

A MANDATE FOR HiS REFORM POLsCY: AND FOR POWER-SHARMNG WITH BLACKS
tiN PARTUCULAR YET THE NP HAVE SPENT: MUCH OF THE CAMPAMGN TRYWNG
T0 DEFLECT: ATTENTHON FROM REFORM. LKE Wili OR NOT) HOWEVER:s
THEWR OPPONENTS HAVE ENSURED THAT wT: HAS BEEN THE PREDOMMNANT
HSSUEs) BUTI ¢WN DFFERENT WAYS ACROSS THE COUNTRY.w THE CP HAVE
ATTACKED THE GOVERNMENT,'S REFORM PROGRAMME AS A SLMWPPERY: PATH

TO BLACK MAJORINTY: RULE AND CAMPAMGNED FOR A RETURN TO STRenCT:
APARTHEWD AND PARTHiTHON.; THE PFPys NRP AND THE WNDEPENDENTS HAVE
PRESSED FOR MORE RAP#dD CHANGE AS THE ONLY: WAY- TO SAVE SOUTH
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T« THE NP HAVE STRUGGLED TO BE Al THeWNGS TO ALy MEN OVER
REFORMw THE:R FuURST: PRUORINTY: HAS BEEN TO FEND OFF THE THREAT
FROM THE RWGHT:.. iN THE RURAWL AND POORER URBAN AREASH: THEMR

TASK HAS BEEN TO CONWWNCE VOTERS THAT THERE wsd&i BE NO
LOOSENsWNG OF WHWTE CONTROL AND THAT: THE GROUP AREAS ACT: Weiddd
REMAWN TO PROTECT. SEPARATE SCHOOLS AND RES:#DENT:AMu AREASW

WHERE THE PFP/ NRP ALLWANCE 46 THE MAWN OPPOSINTIMONGY THE NP HAS
PUTi ON A MORE L:WBERAL FACE:j EXPRESSHMNG A DETERMUNATION TO
PROCEED WNTH GENUWINE BUT/ ORDERLY: REFORM AND A READWNESS TO ADAPT
THE GROUP AREAS ACTia THeS JANUS—-LIMKE POSTURE REFLECTS DyiVeiSHIONS
WHHTHUN THE NP tdTiSELFiu POLLS HAVE SHOWN THAT: NP SUPPORTERS ARE
SPLTI DOWN THE MiDDLE ON HHSSUES LsWKE THE GROUP AREAS ACT: AND THE
EVENTUAL POSSHEBHATYI OF A BLACK PRESHDENT NOT SURPRHESHNGLIYS
THE NP HAVE SHEWLTERED BEHIWND GENERAWSWTIES AND REFUSED TO SPELL
OUTi DETAWLS OF THEWR WNTENTIONS 4

8w PREDWCTABLYs4 THE NP HAVE RESPONDED TO WHWTE FEARS ABOUT:
fTHE FUTURE BY» PLAYMNG UP THE ANC AND THE REVOLUTHONARY: THREAT:.
TS HAS SERVED A VARWETY: OF PURPOSESw A TOUGH POSTURE ON
SECURHTY: WS ESSENTMAL TO CLOSE OFF ATTACKS FROM THE R¥GHTM
EMPHASHWS ON ANC VHOWENCE AND COMMUNSIST: #HDEOQKOGY: HELPS TO
JUSTHFY THE GOVERNMENT:'S REFUSAL TO NEGOTWATE WeTH THEM. WiTi
HAS ALSO SERVED TO DAMN THE PFP AS SOFT; ON COMMUN##SM AND READY:
TO NEGOTHWATE WiTH TERRORMSITS DESPWMTE PFP PROTESTATHONS TO THE
CONTRARY\ Als THiS HAS SUCCESSFULLY CAPTURED THE HEADLMWNESH)
AND DWVERTED ATTENTHON AWAY: FROM OTHER PROBLEMSW THE ECONOMY:
HAS NOTi BEEN A SHGNstFWCANT #SSUE EXCEPT uN A FEW AREASw :

THE (#KELY OUTCOME

9 ANY: FORECAST: HAS TO TAKE ACCOUNT: OF THE FACT: THAT THE LAST
OPYNHON POLAS WERE PUBLMWSHED N MARCHE NO SHWNGLE TREND OF
OPHAWMON #hS CLEARLY: DiSCERNMBAE WelTHHN THE COUNTRYsy AND THE
NUMBER OF REGWSTERED VOTERS HAS sNCREASED BY 30% S#NCE THE
WAST: ELECTWION N 1981:w THE NUMBER OF MARGHWNALS ON BOTH LEFT
AND RWIGHIT: S HiGHwi THE PARTY: PATTERN HAS BECOME CONSWDERABLY:
MORE COMPAMICATED SHNCE THE LAST GENERAL ELECTWONG WHHME NATHONAL
#SSUES PREDOMMNATE AWMOST EVERYWHERE: LOCAL GREVANCES AND
PERSONALMTINES PLAY) THEWR PARTw MUCH MAY. DEPEND ON THE LEVEW
OF TURNOUTHY WHHICH Aldy PARTHES ARE FeiNDIING Dl FMCULIT TO ASSESSH)
AND ON THE EFFWCHENCY: OF LOCAW PARTY: MACHINES N GATHERHWNG THE
POSTAL VOTE:Ww DEUBERATE ABSTENTHIONS MAY FiGURE ON A LARGER
SCALE THAN USUAL BUT THEWR MESSAGE wildiu BE MUXEDw

10w THERE W8 STWdds TWME FOR DOMESTHL EVENTS TO #NFLUENCE THE
OUTCOME:: FROM MAYs DAY: ONWARDSy) THERE @8 Alds TOO LsKELY: TO BE

A SURGE OF BULACK PROTEST: AND UNREST L€ADHNG UP TO ELECTWON DAYw
THE GOVERNMENT: wids DO THEWR UTMOST TO SUPPRESS wTys FOR

THEY, CANNOTy AFFORD TO APPEAR NOT: tiN CONTROL OF THE SECURWTY:
SWTUATHON  EVEN SOiy THE RWMGHT~wWigNG PARTHES STAND TO GAN MORE
THAN THE NP FROM VHOLENT BLACK MILMTANCY AT TiwhS LATE STAGEw

1L, DESPWTE THESE CAVEATSHt #h SEE NO REASON TO AWTER THE
JUDGEMENTS WiN MYr EARUMER TELEGRAMSs oy WOULD SUMMARMSE MY
PREDWCTIHONS AS FOLAOWS:

h (M) THE NP Witkis BE RETURNED ONCE MORE WHTH AN OVER-
WHELMUNG MAJORWTYES THOUGH WWiTH REDUCED MARGHNS Wil
MANYI SEATSw AT MOSTY) THEY: FACE A POSS#BAE NET LOSS
OF ONLY, ABOUT: TEN SEATS'W

(Wal1)}: THE PFP/NRP ALASMANCE S LoKKELY TO GAWN A FEW SEATS
OVERALLI, BUT: HAS (WTTLE CHANCE OF A MAJOR
BREAKTHROUGHWw 4T: COULD EVEN END UP WiliTH FEWER SEATS
THAN NOW (W NRP VOTERS N MARGHNALS OPT FOR THE NP
RATHER THAN THE PFP WHERE THERE WS NO NRP CANDMDATEw
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(vigtght): THE CP whiddd GAWN A SIZEABLE PERCENTAGE OF THE NATHHONAL
VOTEst PERHAPS AS MUCH AS 20-25%;, BUT THWS S UNLMKELY
T0 TRANSWATE EFFECTHVELY: WNTO SEATSw THE CP WHAL LOSE
SOME OF THEWR EXWSTING SEATSKY ONLY TWO OF WHHCH THEY: HAVE
PREVIHOUSLY: WON #iN THENR OWN RMMGHTW ALTHOUGH THEY) SHOULD
WiN_ SUFFHCHENT) OTHERS TO HOWD THEMR OWMNes THEY: ARE LESS
LUKELY: TO MAKE SUBSTANTHHAL GABINS OVERALLIG

WHTHOUT) AN ELECTORAU PACT! WWTH THE CPey THE EXTREME
RIGHT—WMNG HERSTINGTE NASHONALE PARTYU(HNP): wiis FARE

BADUYlw THEY COUAD LOSE THEMR ONASY SEAT N SASOLBURGAS
e

OF THE wNDEPENDENTS (WHO ARE SHGNAFWCANT: NOT: thiN TERMS
OF SEATS BUT: AS POTENTIWALI #WNDMICATORS OF AFRWKANER
DHSSENT:). MAGAN Wedkds Wit WORRALLI COULD POSSHBAY) WHN BUT:
MORE LaWKELY: WHALI MISS BY; A SMALLY MARGHMB3 AND LATEGAN
SEEMS SET TO LOSE UNLESS THERE S AN UNEXPECTEDWY LARGE
SWHiN Geut

12a Ay THHS Wikiy LEAVE THE BALANCE OF FORCES WiN PARLHAMENT;
MUCH AS BEFOREx: WHTH THE PFP PROBABWY: AS THE OFFRCINAL
OPPOSHTHONw SEE MIFTI FOR DMSCUSSHON OF POST~ ELECTIHON
tHMPLINC ATHIO NSt :

MOBERLY:
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