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Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWI1A 2AH

22 June 1987

QQL»C/LJV/LV~>

South Africa: President Botha's letter of 25 May
to the Prime Minister

We agreeg” (Tony Galsworthy's letter of 1 Jurle and your

reply of 2t%ﬁ%e) that a reply to President Botha's pre-summit

letter to the Prime Minister could be left until after Venice.
I now enclose a draft reply to President Botha. As

Tony mentioned in his earlier letter, the Foreign Secretary

considers that President Botha's main objective in sending

a circular letter to the Summit leaders was to place the

South African Government's position on record in standard

debating terms. There is therefore nothing to be gained

by a detailed response. The draft accordingly draws on

Sig. Fanfani's closing statement and reiterates the Prime

Minister's long standing call for matching commitments by

both sides to create a climate for genuine dialogue.

é:>a~vg NS

(R N Culshaw)
Private Secretary

C D Powell Esqg
PS/10 Downing Street
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DRAFT LETTER TO PRESIDENT BOTHA

Thank you for your letter of 25 May about discussion of

South Africa at the Venice Summit.

I welcome your intention, expressed in your letter, to
continue with economic social and constitutional reform, as
well as your plan to become more peréonally involved in
negotiations with black leaders. This—was—in—our—minds—at
Yerice,

Although there was no detailed discussion of South
Africa among Heads of Goverpmen%ﬁ&éﬁ?ubiews were fairly

summarised by Signor Fanfafi at his closing press conference. [:VHKr

Y9&~w4;l_undoubted;y—hafe—seen—a_:ext—eﬁ—éhés. z@e:agzggd\on\L- {!‘% ‘

between—representatives—of—all-groups—in-South African = w:h:%‘)
socéety?)

Iﬂ§;§§33555;2;.believe that the formula of matching,

reciprocal commitments/devised by the Commonwealth Eminent
P G t £F Y Gy & ry b&owj“
ersons Grou )c ntinues to o r .

oup )¢o 2 e

e
ILPope that you will find a way to break the current impasse:
Adpo

I AaLsure that the key steps are those called £er by

the international community.

In your message after the General Election result you

mentioned my opposition to violence as a means of pursuing




.political ends. Certainly, I remair}' convinced that a
commitment by all sides to call a halt to violence is a vital

component of successful negotiations in South Africa.

If ydur governme shows itself/willing to,take the
necessary steps, I rgmain/rea to/do a)¥l in Ay Pzﬁer to
assist fhe prfocess bf pefceful dialogue. ;77

The Honourable P.W. Botha, DMS, MP.

A ( "As regards Africa - a continent with enormous potentialities
but facing extremely serious economic, social and political
problems - we viewed the situation in South Africa with
particular concern. We agreed that a peaceful and lasting
solution can only- be found to the present crisis if the
apartheid regimé is dismantled and replaced by a new form of
democratic, non-racial government. There is an urgent need,
therefore, to begin a genuine dialogue with the
representatives of all the components of South African
society. At the same time we noted the importance of
humanitarian assistance initiatives for the victims of
Apartheid and of supporting the efforts by SADCC (Southern
African Development Coordination Conference) member states to

develop and strengthen their own economies."('gc
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TO: Copies to:

The Honourable P W Botha DMS MP

SUBJECT:

Thank you for your letter of 25 May about discussion
of South Africa at the Venice Summit.

V)
You will E?w have seen the text of Prime Minister
Fanfani's concluding summary on the political issues
which we discussed at Venice. This reflected the
shared conviction of the seven Heads of State and
Government on two key points: that a peaceful and
lasting solution to South Africa's problems can only
be found if apartheid is dismantled and replaced by a
new form of democratic, non-racial government; and
that it is urgently necessary to begin a genuine
dialogue between the representatives of all components

of South African society.

I have read carefully what you said in your letter. I
welcome your intention to continue with economic,

social and constitutional reform. I note too that you
plan to become more personally involved in negotiations
with black leaders. Now that your election is over

I hope that you will move decisively towards fundamental

/change.
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change. I have no doubt of the difficulty or the
magnitude of the concessions that will be required
from both sides. But, I do not think that any other
course offers a prospect of stability, peace and

prosperity in your country.

é I believe/ that the formula of matching, reciprocal

commitments devised by the Commonwealth Eminent
Persons Group continues to offer the best basis for
progress. I hope that you will find a way to break
am Sual
the current impasse: I assume that the key steps are
A

those so long called for by the inte;9htional

community.

In your message after the General Election result you
mentioned my opposition to violence as a means of
pursuing political ends. Certainly, I remain
convinced that a commitment by all sides to call a
halt to violence is a vital component of successful

negotiations in South Africa.

If your government shows itself willing to take the

necessary steps, I remain ready to do all in my power

to assist the process of peaceful dialogue. / [*




