PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL

BRITISH EMBASSY
PARLIAMENT STREET, CAPE TOWN

27 August 1987

C D Powell Esqg <3’§>G)

10 Downing Street

London SW1 l/,¢1
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Denis Worrall has sent me a copy of his letter to you and the
paper he enclosed with it. He is very keen to see you in London.
I have given him your telephone number and he will be in touch
direct.

P I think he would have loved to see the Prime Minister again.
But I do not think that a publicised meeting with him would be
right at this stage, and I am not sure that a private meeting would
remain private. It is much better if you pass on what he has to
say to the Prime Minister. He probably also will see the
Secretary of State.

3 You might like to see the attached note of his remarks about
the Commonwealth Eminent Persons Group. You will have seen most

of our other reporting, but here are a couple of letters which might
also be of interest.

4, We are having a marvellous and very interesting time here.
We shall be very disappointed if you do not extend your Nairobi
trip to visit us, and we could, of course, arrange for you to see
some interesting people while you are here!
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FROM: ROBIN RENWICK, CAP:;TCHV

FOLLOWING FOR: KIERAN PRENDERGAST E“C SAFD, KCQ .-
WORRALL AND THE COMMONWEALTH clll*lT PERSONS GROUP

\
D IN MY TELELETTER OF
T OF THE FINAL DEWISE

AUGUST, DENIS WORRALL

AS! | MENTICHE 11
IN HERE OF THE COMMONWEALTH

/E ME AN ACCOU
INITIATIVE.
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SAID THAT P W BOTHA HAD BEE) PERSUADED , AGAINST
.x* OF SOME OF HIS ADVISERS, TO GO ALONG WITH THIS
NITIALLY LARGELY BECAUSE] OF THE PRIME MINISTER’S
! »LFFLxIEL BY PIK BOTHA. THE IDEA HAD EEEN
THE BASIS|THAT THIS GROUP MIGHT HELP TO
FLCLT PEACEFUL CHWNGE WHICH, DEPENDING ON ONE’S
1A} WAS IN LINE HITH PW’S &TATED POS ITIONS.
;crthL WAS WELL AWARE THAT THE STATE PRES|IDENT’S
NDELA AND THE ANC ALWAYS HAD BEEN THAT THEY MUST.
I(L NCE EEFORE THEY DOULD PARTIC|PATE IN THE POLITICAL
' y ".'./\: VEPY PL:F\SED \I‘AEI ’ AS HE HAD
\ ”EFLIED TO THE GROUP ON 24 APRIL
MAMDELA  AND UNEANNING OF THE ANC
ALL QUERIED THIS WITH
THQ OPERATION WITHIN THE
I BY THE STATE
SHOULD BE HANDED
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NG THEIR HE'Tlsa
: .:\‘],, P || UH\L_ II

P, AND STARTED COACH I
WITH H1S COLLEAGUES DUE

4 S WERE PUT TO THE PRE AT WEEKEND AND WORRALL 1S
CCNVIN THA S ONLY AT THI 1Cl iA W BOTHA REALLY
FLLLLSCU vhH<FL{ Of THEM. IT WAS = Al { 1M lA ALL THIS

HAD CLEARLY BEEN ALLCWED TO GO A LOKG WAY [ 'D ’’PROMOT ING
DIALOGUE’’, AND an HE WAS EBEING |A RIBE TO SOMETH ING

GO ING{FAR BEYCND ANYTHING HE HAD LVE Cb[lE PLnTEL TH 1S PRODUCED
AN EXPLOS ION CF RAGE AEQUT INTERFERENCE F”CU QUTS IDE. MWORRALL

(WHO DID NOT, HOWEVER, TALK DIRECTLY TC PW BEOTHA) HEARD THAT HIS
REACT|O! WAS: *’GET RID OF THESE FECPLE’’.




‘ | rulED “CPHALL AT WHAT P(||T ¢ EGTEM A'D CT {ER ’IIIuTEQS
,.':--;124‘ LEr\l’\l L_U (,r Tlnl_. v(UTlﬂ ic\Ff\lCrl r Gr\xCPC[E ."\PD
HARARE N THE EVE OF THE FORMAL fE" L i I STER WITH THE EPG,
WORRALL CONFIRMED THAT PIK BOTHA KREW 1 ING O T r"AIT“\ IN
ADVA?C:. VAN H_LmJL. WAS SUMPM CI_L )l TH ) NCE E RLY ON
THE MORNING OF 19 MAY TC BE TOLD OF|[TH -
A CCHHUIIFLE ‘qu HE PROTESTED AEQU 1E A |
TA VE; HE WAS TOLD THAT T”C DEFENCE W ‘ AD D CUT FFQE
"ol INSTRUCTIONS FRCM THE PRES|ID ) . '.
ARY JUSTIFICATICH FLD THE RAIDS WHICH WER C ESSFUL I N
NG THEIR TARGETS, WORRALL -HAD NO CUET THAI TH RAIDS WERE
ED BY THE PR ECIDCET AT LEAST N ‘. rECAbQC HE HAhTED TO PUT
QP |TO. THE COMMONKWEALTH NEGOQT |/ HEUNIS WAS
=N.H 1S MARCH ING ORDERS BY THE PRE TT FCn TFE MEETING ON 19
AND PIK LISTENED IN GLOOMY S| ROUGHCU

6. VWHAT CONCLUS IOKS SHOULD WE DRAWIFORM ALL THIS? | SAID TO
VORRALL TlAT | THOUGHT THAT THE EPG!NEGQTIATING CONCEPT WAS AN IDEA
WHOSE TIME WOULD COME, BUT NOT IF IT|WAS DISHED UP FRCM OUTS|DE.

THE CENTRAL |DEA OF A "SUSPENS |ON CF VIOLENCE WHILE NEGOT IATIONS
TCOK PLFCE WOULD RETURN, BUT CHLY WHEN THE SCUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT
HAD BEEN DRIVEN TO CC!TEFFLHIC TFHT TnE.v_LVEu , AS A RESULT CF THEIR
OWN IITED AL DEEATES. WORRALL AGREES | Tulv , BUT DCES NOT
BELIEVE THAT THE L AY IS LIKELY TC CCnE P W BOTHA. THAT
WAS ONE OF THE REASONS FOR HIS RESIGKAT ICI

ENTJALLY {OCWEVER, W rLL AS YCU WILL KNCOW
IELAS T ‘Lr JNDERL INED M : HE DQES an T
: AR GC 1 ITn THE ANC NOW

, AND WHAT THE ANC
WHICH WILL [NOT BE CK OFFER NO
JARES THE VIEW € ALLY HELD BY ALMOST ALL SERIOUS
ERS | HAVE MET ARCUND ntRE, THAT WE ARE STILL IN A SITUATION
|ICH BOTH S[DES BELIEVE THAT THEY CAN WIN. WORRALL, °LAE”E?T
| SUZMAN, GILICNEE AND OTHERS DO NOT BELIEVE THAT EITHER SID
Wik, BUT IT 1S GCING TO TAKE SONME TOME FOR BOTH OF THEM TO
“THAT OUT. MEANVHILE WE ARE LIKELY TO WITNESS A PERIOD OF
OLENT EVCLLTIC.”, WITH THE GOVERKMENT TRYING TO CO-OPT BLACKS,
) HAV ING LITTLE SUCCESS IN DOING 80, AND THE ANC TRYING TO
LENGE THE STATE MILITARILY, ALMOST CERTAINLY WITH EQUALLY LITTLE
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