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From the Private Secretary 12 Juilxy. 1988

I attach a copy of an open letter to
the Prime Minister from the Newcastle Evening
Chronicle about the order for the three
Frigates. Bernard Ingham is inclined to
think that it would not be appropriate for
the Prime Minister to reply but it might
be in order for the Defence Secretary to
do so. I should be grateful if you could
consider this and let me know your reaction.

(C. D. POWELL)

Brian Hawtin, Esq.,
Ministry of Defence.




To: Bernard Ingham
From: Ged Henderson, Newcastle Lvening Chronicle - 091 2%27500 Ex 2446

Could we pleasd have a reply - as

Dear Prime Minister,
THE of the North-East are

shooked by the Defence Minietry
decision to "bulk-buy” three friga-
tee from Ciyde-based Yarrow

. Bhipbuliders.
want an nlll.Irlnﬂ lhlt uu

stick to your policy o akl
up 1ur the ragion In Gnhlncr.
help Swan Huntar to get busy nnn

on lnuthnr warship order.

The discount nﬂlﬂlbb on the
triple order for Yarrow was obvl-
ously worth having. But how doss
putling all the o era In one yerd
square with your faith in compet.
ition?

'Hh has it taken six months fo

he tenders? Why does the
Hm get just three of tho four friga-
tes nesded? And why Is the D
stlll so poor at forward planni
How does It expect companies n

oope with these suocceasive — and
nvn!dlbla - crises?

When the MoD left social con-

siderations out of Iis ordering

foollny, the outiook for Swan Hunter
ked better. Work would not be

divarted to Belfast.

Now, see what has ha od| Al-
though Swans have won agreement
on full-scale flexible working, and

although they won great ae for
dﬂl?lq tht top-c ﬂh“ pﬂamnid

and, t:uunl at tu cpnd the
Tyne bulld-r?-r- -nuhbn
: The rule-changes are bewllder-
ng.
in the face of threatened heavy
b losses, the people of the North-
ast agk a question: Are you for us
or against us?

Yours sincerely,
The EVENING CHRONICLE

NCLE CHRONICLE

recquested by telephone call.
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