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10 DOWNING STREET

LONDON SWIA 2AA
From the Private Secretar) 19 October 1989

PERSONAL MESSAGE FROM MR. GORBACHEV TO THE PRIME MINISTER

I attach a message from Mr. Gorbachev to the Prime Minister
which the Soviet Ambassador delivered to Downing Street yesterday
evening. This has already been sent to the Prime Minister, and I
understand Charles Powell has also shown it to the Foreign
Secretary. I understand from the party in Malaysia that no need
is seen for any further action at this stage.

The Soviet Ambassador was at pains to stress the
confidential nature of the message,
you would ensure that it is therefore handled on a restricted
basis.

PAUL GRAY

Richard Gozney, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.
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MESSAGE FROM MR, GORBACHEV

Thank you for sending this. I have shown it to the Foreign

Secretary and will send a copy to his office here., I would

be grateful if you would also copy it to the FCO. I do not

-_-_._.__—-——‘-—_-_‘n___-_‘_‘_-_-'--*

see any need for further action at this stage.

(C. D. POWELL)

19 October 1989

SECRET AND PERSONAL

TOTAL P.B2




LCZC

LNUZAN go714 OVMIDN 2870
CONF IDENT I AL

DD 41823302 CHOGM

M FCOLN TO CHOGM
1820532 OCT

RS 347

CONF IDENT IAL

FM FCO

TO DESKBY 1893302 UKDEL KUALA LUMPUR
TELNO §55

OF 1820532 OCTO3ER 89

((FOR PS/PM (PS/S OF S)
FOLLOWING TELEGRAM NOW REPEATED TO YOU AT REQUEST OF PRIVATE OFF ICE
WAS RECEIVED FROM EAST BERLIN TELEGRAM NUMBER 318 OF 18 OCTOBER,

BEGINS, 1 ) ) .
INFO IMMEDIATE BONN_ BMG BERLIN, MOSCOW, WASHINGTON, UKDEL
INFO PRIORITY PARIS, PRAGUE & WARSAW

INFO ROUT INE OTHER EAST EUROPEAN POSTS  UKREP BRUSSELS

INFO SAVING PEKING

TELECON WEEKS/WORDSWORTH (WED) ; GDR LEADERSHIP CHANGE

SUMMARY

1. HONECKER. STEPS DOWN FROM ALL
REPLACES HIM_ NOT,YET CLEAR WHETHER
WILL BE ANNOUNCED,

DETAIL

o RUMOURS BEGAN CIRCULATING THIS MORNING WITH THE ARRIVAL

IN EAST BERLIN OF CENTRAL COMMITTEE MEMBERS FROM THE PROVINCES
THAT A SPECIAL CENTRAL COMMITTEE MEETING WAS ABOUT TO TAKE PLACE,
THESE RUMOURS WERE GIVEN FURTHER SUBSTANCE BY INFORMAL REMARKS
MADE BY A MEMBER OF THE SOVIET,L EMBASSY THAT THEY »»HOPED»> THAT

»s» CHANGES»» WOULD BE ANNOUNCED




3. AT 14_01 HRS ADN ANNOUNCED THAT A SPECIAL CENTRAL COMMITTEE
MEETING HAD BEGUN, AT 14,12 HRS ADN ANNOUNCED THAT AT HIS REQUEST
AND ON HEALTH GROUNDS HONECKER HAD ASKED TO BE RELIEVED OF ALL
THREE OF THE POSTS HE CURRENTLY HOLDS, THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE
ACCEPTED THIS AND VOTED EGON KRENZ (50) TO SUCCEED HONECKER AS
GENERAL SECRETARY AND AGREED TO RECOMMEND TO THE VOLKSKAMMER
(PARLIAMENTY) THAT KRENZ SHOULD ALSO BE ELECTED AS THE HEAD OF

THE STATE COUNCIL (HEAD OF STATE), AND ALSO HEAD OF THE DEFENCE
COUNC IL _

4, THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE IS STILL MEETING AND IT IS CLEAR

O

NOT
YET WHETHER FURTHER LEADERSHIP CHANGES MAY BE ANNOUNCED

5, THERE ARE UNCONF IRMED RUMOURS THAT LEV ZAIKOV (MOSCOW PARTY
CHIEF) HAS ARRIVED IN EAST BERLIN FROM PRAGUE

COMMENT
5. THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE HAS ACTED TO CHECK THE GROWING

—————

UNCERTAINTY ABOUT HONECKER»S FUTURE_ IN ELECTING KRENZ THEY HAVE
CHANGED GENERATIONS_ IF OTHER MEMBERS OF THE POLITBURO OF HONECKER®S
GENERATTON ARE ALSO RETIRED BY THIS CENTRAL COMMITTEE MEETING

THEN IT WILL BEGIN TO LOOK MORE AS IF A CHANGE OF POLICY MAY

ALSO BE INTENDED, (SEE PARA 5 OF MY LETTER OF 1g OCTOBER TO RATFORD),
ENDS,

MAJOR

OVMIDN o870
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MR POWELL
MESSAGE FROM MR GORBACHEV

Earlier this evening our time I had a call from your friend

Mr Kossov who said he had an urgent message from Mr Gorbachev to
the Prime Minister. Thirty minutes later the Soviet Ambassador and
Mr Kossov came to No.10 with it. I took delivery and undertook
that it would be got to the Prime Minister as soon as possible, and

that we would respect its "strictly confidential" nature.
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It is now attached. You will see it related to the replacement of

———

Mr Honné&ker,_ﬁhich we reported earlier in the day.

I assume you will show it to the Foreign Secretary as well as to
the Prime Minister, and will advise on the terms of the reply the

Prime Minister wishes to send.

Unless you advise to the contrary, I will send a copy to the
Foreign Office first thing Thursday morning our time, asking for it

to be handled on a restricted basis.

Does the Prime Minister want any further action, e.g. to notify the

Americans of the message, to be undertaken?

e

Paul Gray
18 October 1989
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