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SUMMARY

1. HONECKER. STEPS DOWN FROM ALL
REPLACES HIM_ NOT,YET CLEAR WHETHER
WILL BE ANNOUNCED,

DETAIL

o RUMOURS BEGAN CIRCULATING THIS MORNING WITH THE ARRIVAL

IN EAST BERLIN OF CENTRAL COMMITTEE MEMBERS FROM THE PROVINCES
THAT A SPECIAL CENTRAL COMMITTEE MEETING WAS ABOUT TO TAKE PLACE,
THESE RUMOURS WERE GIVEN FURTHER SUBSTANCE BY INFORMAL REMARKS
MADE BY A MEMBER OF THE SOVIET,L EMBASSY THAT THEY »»HOPED»> THAT

»s» CHANGES»» WOULD BE ANNOUNCED




3. AT 14_01 HRS ADN ANNOUNCED THAT A SPECIAL CENTRAL COMMITTEE
MEETING HAD BEGUN, AT 14,12 HRS ADN ANNOUNCED THAT AT HIS REQUEST
AND ON HEALTH GROUNDS HONECKER HAD ASKED TO BE RELIEVED OF ALL
THREE OF THE POSTS HE CURRENTLY HOLDS, THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE
ACCEPTED THIS AND VOTED EGON KRENZ (50) TO SUCCEED HONECKER AS
GENERAL SECRETARY AND AGREED TO RECOMMEND TO THE VOLKSKAMMER
(PARLIAMENTY) THAT KRENZ SHOULD ALSO BE ELECTED AS THE HEAD OF

THE STATE COUNCIL (HEAD OF STATE), AND ALSO HEAD OF THE DEFENCE
COUNC IL _

4, THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE IS STILL MEETING AND IT IS CLEAR

O

NOT
YET WHETHER FURTHER LEADERSHIP CHANGES MAY BE ANNOUNCED

5, THERE ARE UNCONF IRMED RUMOURS THAT LEV ZAIKOV (MOSCOW PARTY
CHIEF) HAS ARRIVED IN EAST BERLIN FROM PRAGUE

COMMENT
5. THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE HAS ACTED TO CHECK THE GROWING

—————

UNCERTAINTY ABOUT HONECKER»S FUTURE_ IN ELECTING KRENZ THEY HAVE
CHANGED GENERATIONS_ IF OTHER MEMBERS OF THE POLITBURO OF HONECKER®S
GENERATTON ARE ALSO RETIRED BY THIS CENTRAL COMMITTEE MEETING

THEN IT WILL BEGIN TO LOOK MORE AS IF A CHANGE OF POLICY MAY

ALSO BE INTENDED, (SEE PARA 5 OF MY LETTER OF 1g OCTOBER TO RATFORD),
ENDS,

MAJOR

OVMIDN o870






