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SOVIET VIEWS ON GERMANY

SUMMARY
1. GORBACHEV'’S SENIOR ADVISER ON GERMAN AFFAIRS, FALIN:
— EXPRESSES DEEP CONTERN AT SCALE AND TEMPO OF EVENTS
- WARNS OF POSSIBLE DRAMATICTCONSEQUENCES
~ DEFENDS KRENZ: THE UPHEAVAL® HAD INTERRUPTED HIS PLANS FOR
PERESTRO | KA
- HAS NO IDEA OF LIKELY OUTCOME OF SED CONGRESS
— RECALLS DARK LESSONS OF GERMAN HISTORY.
o. FALIN SPEAKS BITTERLY OF WEST GERMAN INTERFERENCE, AND ESPECIALLY
OF KOHL. KOHL HAD NOT/NOT CONSULTED THE SOVIET UNION ON HIS 1@-POINT
PLANS BUT WAS TRYING TO PUSH_THROUGH A FAIT ACCOMPL!. HE WAS IN
BREACH OF THE FRG’S OBL IGATITONS TO THE GDR, THE USSR AND TO OTHERS.
HE HAD DEPARTED FROM THE BUROPEAN PEATE ORDER ENVISAGED IN THE MOSCOW
TREATY. = . e
3. MITTERRAND REPORTED TO HAVE AGREED WITH GORBAHCEV ON THE
IMPORTANCE OF SUSTAINING ALLIANCES AND OF INTENSIEYTNG WORK ON COMMON
EUROPEAN STRUCTURES. — — NG

p n e

DETAIL
4, | SAW FALIN (HEAD OF CENTRAL COMMITTEE INTERNATIONAL DEPARTMENT
AND FORMER AMBASSADOR TO BONN) FOR AN HOUR ON THE EVENING OF 7
DECEMBER. HE WAS EXHAUSTED AND LUGUBRIOQUS.
5. FALIN SAID THE SOVIET LEADERSHTP HAD TRIED OVER SEVERAL YEARS TO
WARN THE SED THAT ITS POLICIES WERE DIVERGING FROM OBJECTIVE
 PROCESSES IN SOCIETY. BUT, EVEN DURING GORBACHEV’S VISIT TO BERLIN,
THIS HAD NOT HAD THE DESIRED EFFECT. SINCE MARCH, THE RUSSIANS HAD
SEEN THE SITUATION AS CRITICAL, AND VULNERABLE TO DESTABIL ISATION
FROM A SINGLE SPARK. HOWEVER, WHILE GIVING THEIR OPINIONS, THEY HAD
MAINTAINED THEIR POLICY OF NON-INTERFERENCE. |
6. THE SOVIET LEADERSHIP HAD THEREFORE EXPECTED A SHOCK. BUT THEY,
LIKE US, HAD NOT BARGAINED FOR THE SCALE AND NATURE OF THE UPHEAVAL -
THE PRODUCT OF ANGUISH AND EMOTION WATCH HAD BUTCT UP OVER YEARS.
)THE LEAD HAD NOW BEEN TAKEN BY FORCES WHO WANTED THE LIQUIDATION, NOT
SIMPLY THE RENEWAL, OF EXISTING STRUCTURES, AND A SOLUTION TO THE
QUESTION OF REUNIFICATION. FALIN HIMSELF HAD WARNED BOTH HONECKER
AND SOV IET LEADERS THAT EAST AND WEST GERMANY CONSTITUTED AN
UNBALANCED PYRAMID, WHICH COULD NOT LAST. THEY HAD IGNORED THIS
UNWELCOME ADVICE. oS g R e SRS S WO R T SRR
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_‘,.'FALTN SATD THE WEST GERMAN MEDIA AND EAST GERMAN EX ILES HAD

/

EXERCISED CONTINUOUS INFLUENCE OVER THE GDR POPUCATION. AS HAD
HAPPENED IN POLAND AND THE BALTIC STATES, EXTERNAL MEDIA HAD

ADVERT ISED AND BOOSTED DEMONSTRATIONS. |IF EVENTS CONTINUED ALONG
THEIR PRESENT PATH, HE WARNED THAT THERE COULD BE ’’DRAMATIC
CONSEQUENCES.’’ THE ACTION OF DEMONSTRATORS IN IMPEDING THE NATIONAL
ARMY OVER THE LAST DAY OR TwO WAS VERY SERIOUS. HE FEARED A

» T DRAMAT ISATION’? AND THE END OF PEACEFUL DEVELOPMENT.

1 8. FALIN FRANKLY LAMENTED THE LOSS OF KRENZ. HE HAD BEEN WORKING

FOR CHANGE FOR THREE YEARS: HAD NARROWLY ESCAPED HONECKER’S ATTEMPTS
TO SHIFT HIM: AND HAD FIRMLY RESISTED THE USE OF FORCE AGAINST
DEMONSTRATORS. HE WAS NOT HEAVILY IMPLICATED IN CORRUPTION, AND HAD
GIVEN THE GREEN LIGHT TO RENEWAL. FALIN PERSONALLY KNEW THAT KRENZ
AND MODROW HAD WORKED OUT PLANS FOR PERESTROIKA IN ADVANCE. BUT THE
ILL-CONSIDERED AND EMOT IONAL REACTION OF THE DEMONSTRATORS HAD
UNHORSED THEM. THE ECONOMIC COST WAS ENORMOUS: SEE, FOR EXAMPLE, THE
FALLING OSTMARK, THE RATE FOR WHICH WAS NO REFLECTION OF |ITS TRUE
VALUE, :
S. THE SED CONGRESS FACED A VERY DIFFICULT TASK IN DECIDING WHAT TO
DO, AND CHOOSING LEADERS TO RESTORE ITS GOOD NAME AND AUTHORITY. IN
THE NEXT DAY OR TWO WE WOULD KNOW WHAT TO EXPECT: BUT REASON AND
COMMON SENSE WERE LACKING, IN THE FACE OF NATIONALIST FEELINGS WHICH
HAD BROUGHT GRIEF TO THE GERMANS AND TO THEIR NEIGHBOURS IN THE PAST.

BEHAV IOUR OF FRG/KOHL PLAN
1. FALIN OBSERVED THAT KOHL HAD NOT |INFORMED HIS WESTERN ALLIES NOR

| HIS COALITION PARTNER GENSCHER IN ADVANCE ABOUT HIS 1@ POINTS. HE

HAD BREACHED THE FRG’S OBLIGATIONS TO THE GDR. KOHL WAS NOW TRYING
TO IMPOSE HIS PLAN ON THE GDR DE FACTO THROUGH ECONOMIC MEASURES AND
PROPOSALS ON CITIZENSHIP. THIS ’’ARROGANCE AND NATIONAL EGOISM*’
CONTRADICTED THE FRG’S OBLIGATIONS TO THE USSR, THE UK AND OTHERS,
AND IN INTERNATIONAL LAW. RECALLING THE ’’FANTASIES’’ OF 1953, FALIN
SAW THIS AS A VERY RISKY ACT: FOR REASONS OF PERSONAL AND ELECTORAL
AMBITION KOHL WAS TRYING TO SUCCEED WHERE ADENAUER HAD FAILED,

11. FALIN ACKNOWLEDGED THAT CONFEDERATION COULD BE INTERPRETED IN
DIFFERENT WAYS, AND THAT KOHL HAD NOT BEEN PRECISE. BUT THE EAST
GERMANS SAW IT AS A PLAN FOR A COMMON DEFENCE AND EXTERNAL POLICY -
EFFECTIVELY UNIFICATION. GIVEN THE DISPROPORTIONATE WEIGHT OF THE
FEDERAL GERMAN STATE (AND BUSH’S INSISTENCE IN MALTA THAT ANY
REUNIFIED GERMANY SHOULD BE A MEMBER OF NATO), THIS WAS TANTAMOUNT TO
REVERTING TO DULLES’S FORMULAS OF THE COLD WAR. BUT STATESMEN ON
BOTH SIDES WERE SAYING THAT NATO AND WARSAW PACT SHOULD REMAIN AS
INSTRUMENTS OF STABILITY: AND THAT MEANT THAT THE BORDER ALONG THE
ELBE WOULD CONTINUE.

12, THOUGH MORE COULD HAVE BEEN DONE, MANY PRACTICAL LINKS HAD
EVOLVED BETWEEN THE GERMANIES OVER THE PAST 2@ YEARS WHICH RESPECTED
'’THE FACTS’’. FALIN DESCRIBED THE OLD SOVIET DOGMA OF ’'’TwWO GERMAN
NATIONS’’ AS IDIOTIC. WITH SO MANY RELATIVES ON EITHER SIDE,
RELATIONS BETWEEN THE GDR AND THE FRG WERE BOUND TO BE SPECIAL. IN
THE PAST THEY HAD BEEN ESPECAALLY BAD. NOW THEY COULD BE EXPECIALLY
GOOD. THE MOSCOW TREATY HAD ENVISAGED THAT THE GERMANS WOULD COME
TOGETHER IN THE FRAMEWORK OF A EUROPEAN PEACE ORDER. BUT IT HAD BEEN
A PRINCIPLE FROM POTSDAM ONWARDS THAT A THREAT OF WAR MUST NEVER
AGAIN BE ALLOWED TO ARISE FROM GERMANY. WE SHOULD NOT FORGET THAT

HITLER HAD FOUGHT UNDER THE SLOGAN OF UNITING ALL GERMANS.
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