PRIME MINISTER

GERMAN DEFENCE MINISTER

The German Ambassador has been 1n touch to say that Herr

Stoltenberg will be in the United Kingdom in late February for a

NATO meeting and is coming on to London to give a talk at the
LSE. He wondered if he might possibly call on you for

30 minutes. He thinks it very important in the present political
climate to demonstrate that Anglo-German contacts continue at the
highest level: and his current responsibilities for defence make

a meetind quite topical.

I think the reasoning is sound and that it would be a good idea

for you to see him briefly. It is not the best of days, but we

can probably fit in half an hour. Agree to see him?

(CHARLES POWELL)

26 January 1990
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VISIT TO UK BY FRG DEFENCE MINISTER, 21-22 FEBRUARY

1 WE HAVE CONFIRMED WITH STOLTENBERG'S OFFICE THAT HE INTENDS T
TRAVEL FROM THE IEPG AT GLENEAGLES TO LONDON ON 21 FEBRUAR

(EVENING) AND WILL SPEAK AT THE LSE ON THE AFTERNOON OF 22 FEBRUARY
ON "'PROSPECTS THROUGH COMPETITION: REFLECTIONS ON A SOCIAL MARKET
ECONOMY IN THE FRG''. HE WOULD LIKE IF POSSIBLE TO CALL THAT MORNING
ON THE SECRETARY OF STATE, THE LORD PRESIDENT AND THE PRIME
MINISTER. HE WILL, OF COURSE, HAVE SEEN THE DEFENCE SECRETARY AT
GLENEAGLES.

2. I HOPE THAT AT LEAST THE SECRETARY OF STATE WILL BE ABLE TO FIND
TIME TO SEE STOLTENBERG. HE WOULD FIND HIM A THOUGHTFUL AND
AUTHORITATIVE EXPONENT OF CDU/CSU THINKING ON THE GERMAN QUESTION
AND THE FUTURE OF EUROPEAN SECURITY. THIS WOULD COMPLEMENT THE
SECRETARY OF STATE'S SESSIONS WITH GENSCHER AND KOHL ON 6 FEBRUARY.
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