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1. THE SECRETARY OF STATE WOULD BE GRATEFUL IF YOU COULD PASS THE
FOLLOWING NOTE FROM HIM TO THE PRIME MINISTER.

BEGINS

I HAD A LONG TALK YESTERDAY WITH SHEVARDNADZE, WHO WAS IN A
MELANCHOLY AND FATALISTIC MOOD. HE IS GLOOMY ABOUT GERMAN UNIFICATION
BUT ACCEPTS THAT IT IS GOING TO HAPPEN. HE ALSO THINKS THAT A UNITED
GERMANY WILL ASK FOR THE WITHDRAWAL OF SOVIET TROOPS AND CLEARLY
THINKS THIS TOO WILL HAVE TO HAPPEN. IN THAT CASE HE FORESEES THE
DISAPPEARANCE OF THE WARSAW PACT AND ARGUES HALF-HEARTEDLY THAT NATO
TOO SHOULD BE DISSOLVED. BUT HE WENT ON TO ARGUE THAT A UNITED
GERMANY COULD BECOME A THREAT TO ITS NEIGHBOURS IF KOHL AND GENSCHER,
WHOM HE TRUSTED, WERE REPLACED BY SOMETHING LIKE THE REPUBLICANS. I
SAID ALL THE MORE REASON TO BIND THE GERMANS IN BY HAVING THEM AS
PART OF NATO, WITH AMERICAN TROOPS ON GERMAN SOIL. HE SEEMED TO HALF
ACCEPT THIS.

WE ARE THIS MORNING, AFTER OUR QUAD BREAKFAST, CLOSE TO AGREEMENT
ON MEETINGS OF FOUR PLUS TWO, TO BEGIN SOON AFTER 18 MARCH WITH
PREPARATORY EXCHANGES BEFORE THEN. SHEVARDNADZE AGREED LAST NIGHT TO
PUT THIS TO MOSCOW AND WE AWAIT THAT REPLY. THIS WOULD BE A BIG STEP
FORWARD, ACHIEVED BY A FIRM FRONT AMONG THE AMERICANS, FRENCH AND
OURSELVES. QUITE APART FROM ITS OWN IMPORTANCE, IT SHOULD BE AN
EFFECTIVE REBUTTAL OF THE CHARGE THAT WE HAVE BEEN PUSHED TO THE
MARGIN OF EVENTS.

GENSCHER WILL TALK TO YOU AT LENGTH ABOUT THE EMOTIONS OF THE
GERMANS AT COMING TOGETHER AFTER SO LONG A DIVISION, ABOUT THEIR
IRREVERSIBLE COMMITMENT TO DEMOCRACY AND TO EUROPE, AND THEIR
REJECTION OF NEUTRALITY. HE WILL STRESS THAT THE SWIFT PACE OF EVENTS
HAS BEEN DICTATED BY THE COLLAPSE OF THE GDR, WHICH IS CERTAINLY
OCCURING THOUGH NOT AS FAST AS HE SAYS. HE IS TOO CLEVER TO SHARE THE
INDIGNATION SHOWN BY KOHL AND THE GERMAN PRESS ABOUT OUR RECENT
PUBLIC STATEMENTS. INDEED HE CONTINUALLY THANKS ME FOR OUR
UNDERSTANDING. BUT OUR INFLUENCE IN THE NEW FOUR PLUS TWO PROCESS
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WILL CERTAINLY IN PART DEPEND ON OUR WILLINGNESS TO SOUND WELCOMING
AND CONSTRUCTIVE, WHILE CONTINUING TO RESTATE INPUBLIC AND PRIVATE

WHAT WE BELIEVE TO BE THE ESSENTIALS OF EUROPEAN SECURITY.
ENDS
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