10 DOWNING STREET

LONDON SWI1A 2AA

From the Private Secretary

22 February 1990
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The Prime Minister has set aside half a day on 24 March,
when she would like to talk to a small group of distinguished
historians and commentators about Germany. She wonders whether
you would be prepared to take part.

The discussion would be held at Chequers (and if you are
able to attend, we will send you directions on how to get there).
We would start at 12.30 with lunch and continue through the
afternoon, finishing some time after tea. I am not yet sure
guite how many people will take part: but it will be less than
ten, including the Prime Minister and the Foreign Secretary.

What the Prime Minister is seeking, I believe, 1s an
understanding of the lessons which can be drawn from Germany's
history - not just in this century - for the handling of German
unification and the united Germany with which we shall soon be
dealing: and how we can best ensure that unification strengthens
the stability and security of Europe. She has in mind quite a
general discussion, drawing on the experience and knowledge of
each of the participants. We would like to keep the fact of the
meeting, and of course the content of the discussions, entirely
confidential.

The Prime Minister hopes very much that you will be able to
attend, and I should be grateful if you would let me know, either
by writing or by telephoning on 01-222-8141. If I am not
available, perhaps you would be good enough to inform
Mrs. Goodchild. We shall, of course, take responsibility for any

expenses incurred for travel.
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The Prime Minister has set aside half a day on 24 March,
when she would like to talk to a small group of distinguished
historians and commentators about Germany. She wonders whether
you would be prepared to take part.

The discussion would be held at Chequers (and if you are
able to attend, we will send you directions on how to get there).
We would start at 12.30 with lunch and continue through the
afternoon, finishing some time after tea. I am not yet sure
quite how many people will take part: but it will be less than
ten, including the Prime Minister and the Foreign Secretary.

What the Prime Minister is seeking, I believe, is an
understanding of the lessons which can be drawn from Germany's
history - not just in this century - for the handling of German
unification and the united Germany with which we shall soon be
dealing: and how we can best ensure that unification strengthens
the stability and security of Europe. She has in mind quite a
general discussion, drawing on the experience and knowledge of
each of the participants. We would like to keep the fact of the
meeting, and of course the content of the discussions, entirely
confidential.

The Prime Minister hopes very much that you will be able to
attend, and I should be grateful if you would let me know, either
by writing or by telephoning on 01-222-8141. If I am not
available, perhaps you would be good enough to inform
Mrs. Goodchild. We shall, of course, take responsibility for any
expenses incurred for travel.
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The Prime Minister has set aside half a day on 24 March,
when she would like to talk to a small group of distinguished
historians and commentators about Germany. She wonders whether
you would be prepared to take part.

The discussion would be held at Chequers (and if you are
able to attend, we will send you directions on how to get there).
We would start at 12.30 with lunch and continue through the
afternoon, finishing some time after tea. I am not yet sure
quite how many people will take part: but it will be less than
ten, including the Prime Minister and the Foreign Secretary.

What the Prime Minister is seeking, I believe, 1is an
understanding of the lessons which can be drawn from Germany's
history - not just in this century - for the handling of German
unification and the united Germany with which we shall soon be
dealing: and how we can best ensure that unification strengthens
the stability and security of Europe. She has in mind quite a
general discussion, drawing on the experience and knowledge of
each of the participants. We would like to keep the fact of the
meeting, and of course the content of the discussions, entirely
confidential.

The Prime Minister hopes very much that you will be able to
attend, and I should be grateful if you would let me know, either
by writing or by telephoning on 01-222-8141. If I am not
available, perhaps you would be good enough to inform
Mrs. Goodchild. We shall, of course, take responsibility for any
expenses incurred for travel.
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The Prime Minister has set aside half a day on 24 March,
when she would like to talk to a small group of distinguished
historians and commentators about Germany. She wonders whether
you would be prepared to take part.

The discussion would be held at Chequers (and 1if you are
able to attend, we will send you directions on how to get there).
We would start at 12.30 with lunch and continue through the
afternoon, finishing some time after tea. I am not yet sure
quite how many people will take part: but it will be less than
ten, including the Prime Minister and the Foreign Secretary.

What the Prime Minister is seeking, I believe, 1is an
understanding of the lessons which can be drawn from Germany's
history - not just in this century - for the handling of German
unification and the united Germany with which we shall soon be
dealing: and how we can best ensure that unification strengthens
the stability and security of Europe. She has in mind quite a
general discussion, drawing on the experience and knowledge of
each of the participants. We would like to keep the fact of the
meeting, and of course the content of the discussions, entirely
confidential.

The Prime Minister hopes very much that you will be able to
attend, and I should be grateful if you would let me know, either
by writing or by telephoning on 01-222-8141. If I am not
available, perhaps you would be good enough to inform
Mrs. Goodchild. We shall, of course, take responsibility for any
expenses incurred for travel.
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The Prime Minister is very glad to hear that you are able to
come to Chequers on Saturday 24 March, to take part in a
discussion about Germany, and has asked me to say how grateful
she 1s to you.

What the Prime Minister has in mind is a very informal talk
about the lessons which can be learned from Germany's history for
the handling of German reunification and the United Germany with
which we shall soon be dealing: and how we can ensure that
unification strengthens the stability and security of Europe.

She has in mind a general discussion, drawing on the particular
experience and knowledge of each of the participants (who are
likely to number fewer than ten). I would be grateful if you
would treat the fact of the meeting as well as the contents of
the discussion as strictly confidential.

The meeting would begin at 12.30 with lunch, and continue
through the afternoon, finishing in the early evening. Chequers
is about one hour's drive from London and 45 minutes from Oxford.

I1f agreeable to you, we would meet the cost of return Club
Class air travel from the United States and of three nights
accommodation in the United Kingdom. We would provide transport
from London to Chequers and back. If this is acceptable, I will
ask our Embassy to make the practical arrangements direct with
you.

I look forward very much to meeting you.
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The Prime Minister is very glad to hear that you are able to
come to Chequers on Saturday 24 March, to take part in a
discussion about Germany, and has asked me to say how grateful
she 1s to you.

What the Prime Minister has in mind is a very informal talk
about the lessons which can be learned from Germany's history for
the handling of German reunification and the United Germany with
which we shall soon be dealing: and how we can ensure that
unification strengthens the stability and security of Europe.

She has in mind a general discussion, drawing on the particular
experience and knowledge of each of the participants (who are
likely to number fewer than ten). I would be grateful if you
would treat the fact of the meeting as well as the contents of
the discussion as strictly confidential.

The meeting would begin at 12.30 with lunch, and continue
through the afternoon, finishing in the early evening. Chequers
is about one hour's drive from London and 45 minutes from Oxford.

If agreeable to you, we would meet the cost of return Club
Class air travel from the United States and of three nights
accommodation in the United Kingdom. We would provide transport
from London to Chequers and back. If this is acceptable, I will
ask our Embassy to make the practical arrangements direct with
you.

I look forward very much to meeting you.
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MRS. GOODCHILD
CHEQUERS MEETING ON GERMANY

The Prime Minister is holding a meeting at Chequers on Saturday
54 March to discuss Germany. It will start at 12.30 with lunch

and continue through the afternoon, finishing some time after

tea.

Those being invited at this stage are:

The Foreign Secretary
Professor Gordon Craig
Professor Fritz Stern
Lord Dacre

Professor Norman Stone
Mr. Timothy Garton-Ash

Mr. George Urban

I have written to the last four, and attach a copy of my letter.

Professor Gordon Craig will be coming over from San Francisco.
We have agreed to pay a return Club Class fare (obtaining the
ticket ourselves) and three nights on the ground here. We shall

have to offer Professor Fritz Stern the same (he is in New York),

once we know he can come.

I would be most grateful if you would take on the admin of this,
using the FCO as your agents for obtaining the tickets and
getting them to Craig and Stern. We will need to book their
hotels here - perhaps the Hyde Park - and provide transport to

Chequers.
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