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Foreign and Commonwealth Office
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British Military Government Berlin Wl Sk

You may wish to be aware of a proposal to change the (
name of the British Military Government in Berlin (BMG) to
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"British Mission Berlin'".

The background to this is that the present title has
become increasingly anachronistic and misleading. BMG is
neither military nor a Government. The only military member
of BMG is the Commandant. The rest of the staff are
civilians. It does not govern Berlin; it exercises, with
the French and Americans, the residual Allied rights 1n the
city. It is clear that many Berliners find the present name
of fensive, however much they may support the Allied role more
generally.
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The Americans made a simple change of name back in the
1950s. We have been consulting the French on plans to follow
sulit. The Berlin Senat have now asked us to make the change.
We understand that the French may announce theilr change
when M. Dumas visits West Berlin on 1 March. We think we
should announce a similar change at the same time - or just
before.

We would not seek to attract any fanfare or publicity
for our change. We would announce it in a low key, making
it clear that we saw it as part of a process of modernising
our reole in the city. Further background is set out 1in the
enclosed note.

I am copying this letter to Simon Webb (MOD).
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(R HT Gozney)
Private Secretary

C D Powell Esqg
10 Downing Street
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IO DOWNING STREET
LONDON SWIA 2AA

From the Private Secretary

28 February 1990

Moo Vidon,

BRITISH MILITARY GOVERNMENT, BERLIN

Thank you for your letter of 27 February
about the proposed change in title of the
British Military Government Berlin to British
Mission Berlin. The Prime Minister 1s
content with this.

I am copying this letter to Simon Webb
(Ministry of Defence).

(C. D. POWELL)

Richard Gozney, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.
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