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MARGINS OF THE FOREIGN AFFAIRS COUNCIL OF 5 MARCH: GERMAN
UNIFICATION

1. In a private discussion in the margins of the FAC,
Genscher told me that he thought it had been a great
mistake, even in domestic terms, for Kohl to have rajised

the issue of reparations to PoLand Genscher had spent

one and a half hours w1th Kth try1ng to taLk the issue
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down. I said that. now that the frameworks for d1scu551fg {]

German un1f1cat1gﬁhee :':%lbe pretty well on track apart
from this Polish issue and Lafontaine's opposition to

NATO membership. Genshcer siad Lafontaine would be strongly
criticised in his own party. The Soviet Union would agree

at the end of the day to German membership of NATO after

the Germans had agreed to pay for the Rueeian troops to
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stay 1n the GDR and then to pay for the1r departure.

e I sa1d I was gLad about the decision to hold a meet1ng
of the two plus four next week. Genscher said it would

be difficult to get far on substance but the meeting
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was important to reassure the Soviet Union.






