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RECORD OF A MEETING BETWEEN THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR DEFENCE AND
THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE OF THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY
ON 30TH MARCH 1990

Present:

The Rt Hon Tom King MP HE Dr Gerhard Stoltenberg
Secretary of State for Defence Federal Minister of Defence
Mr Simon Webb Colonel Rainer Schuwirth
Private Secretary Adjutant

During this meeting Dr Stoltenberg expressed some personal views,
as well as the agreed positions of the FRG Government. This should
accordingly be treated with caution and not quoted back directly to
German officials.

After initial greetings, the Secretary of State said how
grateful British forces in Germany were about the arrangements made
to improve the protection for servicemen and their families living
off-base in the Federal Republic Dr Stoltenberg said he would
pass on the British Government’s thanks to his colleagues in the
Interior Ministry.
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2 In response to queries, the Defence Secretary said that Herr
Ruppelt and Sir Peter Levene had agreed the terms of the
side—-letter He had written to Italian and Spanish colleagues on
22nd March seeking their support. e would then have to confirm
the arrangements to his Cabinet colleagues. The UK was keen to
sign as soon as possible now.

3. Dr Stoltenberg said he was anxious that waiting for the other
two countries should not lead to delay, which was costing 5 million
DM a month If they were ready to sign, that was fine. ‘Otherwise
did we really need them, given that the arrangement was between the
British and the FRG Governments? He was under growing pressure in
the Bundeswehr over the project. During the supplementary budget
debate today, the SPD would try to kill it off. He could sustain a
majority at present, but it was always difficult to keep the FPD on
line and he was worried that continued delay might jeopardise the

whole project.
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this but wanted their partners in the other two countries to take
their share. In further exchanges, during which Dr Stoltenberg
reiterated that he was only concerned with his arrangements with
the UK Government, the two Ministers agreed that the
Government-to-Government arrangements must be finalised during
April.

Exercises

=) Dr Stoltenberg thanked the Defence Secretary for his
co-operative approach to Exercises. It was 1mportant to be
sensitive to the political climate and environmental concerns. He
was grateful for the reductions agreed on the UK side. There had
been a silly leak in the press about low flying, alleging (and then
inaccurately) that he wished to cut out all flying under 300m. 1In
fact, Dr Stoltenberg had commissioned a study to report at the end
of April which would then be discussed within appropriate NATO
groups, before being exposed for political discussion with other
Allied Ministers. No decisions had been taken. The Defence
Secretary commented that British Forces in Germany had to be able
to train; they could not remain effective confined to barracks. He
had commented to Herr Momper in Berlin earlier in the week that
this was part of the price tag for the continuing British presence
in Berlin which the Mayor and his predecessor had sought.
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C. NO al " 0 NATO N ( ) 1torie of the
former GDR;

d. | i discuss in "two-plus-four"

a formula which he Soviet Union to keep Red Army units
(within 195,000 11 ] ) for some time after unification. His
preference was t clear final date.
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e. Articles V and VI of the NATO Treaty should apply to the
Eastern Territory (though "one colleague" believed that this
should not occur while the Red Army were present).

8. On the question of whether there would be German troops in the
GDR while the Red Army was there, Dr Stoltenberg said his personal
answer was yes, with limitations. The Federal Government would not

take a final position until they had had discussions with the new
GDR Government. It was immensely helpful that this would be led by
the CDU. Herr de Maiziére had said in an important article in WELT
am SONNTAG last Sunday (which had gone unnoticed in the West) that
he accepted there would be German troops in the GDR during the
transition, but with limitations. Even the Polish Foreign Minister
had said to the WEU in Brussels recently that it was conceivable to
have German troops in the GDR during this phase (though, he had
added, without weapons).

S Dr Stoltenberg then added that, privately, he was very worried
that a settlement without German troops in the GDR during
transition would lead ev Pntually to demilitarisation after the Red
Army left. There was now agreement within the Government that the
"two-plus-four" process should not be allowed to bring limitations

on the Bundeswehr or on Allied forces in Germany. These were areas
for CFE at Vienna. The Germans had discussed the military
US Government (and he

dimensions of this pr t¢um with the
understood that it had in diplomatic 1scus
with the British Forel felt it was 1mportant
NATO to reach a view within the next few months which could
presented at Vienna, so as to avoid the focus shifting to
"two-plus-four"
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10. In response, Mr King said that 1t was 1ncreasingly his view
that the Eastern Europeans would agree to a unified Germany joining
NATO, and that the Soviet position was not as rigid as it sounded.
The UK accepted that NATO troops as such could not be based in East
Germany while the Red Army remained. It was however vital to
ensure that a credible security structure was created to back-up
the security guarantee that would be conferred on that Territory

In other words, NATO needed the infrastructure to support German
troops 1n holding a new frontline 1f a unified Germany was
attacked. Dr Stoltenberg referred again to Mr de Maiziere’s views
and commented that it was important to continue with the tradition
of conscription ln East Germany The whole Germany military
tradition was, unlike that of Britain, founded on a conscript Army.
One could not have a truly unified Germany in which conscription

continued in the West but not in the East. 1In practice this meant
that the National People’s Army would need to be rebuilt (if only
to provide a force in which East German conscripts could serve).
There were, however, considerable crﬁblems since the officer
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Communist Party. In response to a question from Mr King about

whether officers might be sent over from the FRG, Dr Stoltenberg
said this was a very sensitive issue which needed to be discussed
with the new GDR Government, but it might be possible to build up

from a low level in that direction. It was important, he
reiterated, that there were no limitations on German forces overall
in "two-plus-four" (though he could see, as a final compromise,

that some constraints might have to be accepted on the size of
German forces in East Germany and their equipment).

11. Mr King said that the UK well understood the difficulties and
sensitive issues involved here but it was important to ensure that
practical military arrangements were put in place. He then went
through with Dr Stoltenberg the advice he had received from the
Chiefs of Staff about the measures they thought necessary. A copy
is attached at Annex A. The Defence Secretary emphasised this was
not yet the UK Government'’s position. Dr Stoltenberg said he would
not respond formally, but indicated his agreement to most of the
points, with the following exceptions:

a. Peace-time contingency planning for German forces in the
former GDR to become part of the integral military command
structure in transition-to-war would pose difficulties.

b He paused over the i1idea of integrated air defence over

the unified Germany, but did not demur

C. He saw substantial difficulties in the detail of

item K
12. Dr Stoltenberg said it was important to register this kind of
thinking in the "two-plus-four" forum, commenting whimsically in
another apparent reference to Herr Gensche¥ that "we must all
educate the diplomats on military matters"”
Nuclear Forces
13. Dr Stoltenberg said he was sure we must now move towards
smaller numbers of theatre nuclear weapons on both sides It was
becoming very difficult to justify any dual-capable artillery and
Lance in Germany. The German Government would be placing
increasing emphasis on dual-capable aircraft, but recognised that
TASM was an essential component
14. The Defence Secretary said that he recognised some of the

reality of these pressures but it was very important that the
Alliance should not change from the comprehensive concept until it
had a clearer position on where we were going. Otherwise the
Russians would have endless opportunities for mischief in
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"two-plus-four". He understood the sensitivities about basing on
German soil and the role of other Allies in helping the German
Government not to appear singularised.

15. The two Ministers agreed that their staffs should work
together closely on these questions in the run-up to the NPG.

Ministry of Defence
30th March 1990

Distribution:

PS/Minister (AF) PS/No 10

PS/Minister (DP) PS/Foreign Secretary
PSO/CDS FCO - Mr Weston
PS/PUS FCO - Mr Goulden
PS/VCDS HMA, Bonn
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SUMMARY OF MILITARY OBJECTIVES
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47. From a military point of view, in dj 1on amongst Allies
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there could be advantage :1f the force-leve. was nolt such as
to justify the Soviet Union stationing l2azge forces 1in
Poland). Peacetime contingency plans shculd also be made for
the incorporation of German forces stat:cned in the former
DR to become part of the IMCS in TIW w:t2in an agreed GDP

d An integrated air defence 135 estab_.shed over the
united Germany

(Footnote 4 continued from previous page)
air-delivered forces and tactical air transport.
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e. German forces stationed in the present FRG are within
the IMCS.
£. Nuclear weapons, including those of the US, are

retained on German SO1 1k

g. significant levels of US and European forces are
<tationed in the present ERG while it is accepted that no
US and European forces are tC be stationed i1n the former GDR
in peacetime, this limitation should De expressed in the
form of unilateral declarations. Dy the NATO countries
concerned rather than Dby 3 ~ontractual agreement with the
Soviet Union.

h. An equitable solution 1S achieved concerning GDR
military equipment, though NATO should be sympathetic to
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Seite 5 Nr. 12 - WELT am SONNTAG NACHRICHTEN - HINTERGRUND

Interview mit dem Ost-CDU-Vorsitzenden und d(r:signicrtcn DDR-Ministcrprisidcntcn Lothar de Maiziére

»Den Staatsrat wird es bald nicht mehr geben™

Von HEINZ VIELAIN
Boon

Am Freitagabend erklirtie
sich der Vorsitzende der CDU
in der DDR, Lothar de Maizia
re, bereil, als Ministerprisi-
dent ru kandidieren. Gegen-
dber WELT am SONNTAG
gab er in einem Interview
Auskunft dber seine Pline,

WELT am SONNTAG: Was
vird aus :r.-" Institutionen
Staatsrat und Staatsratsvorsit-
zender, der einmal Honecker
- e i

de Maiziére: Wir sind der

ffassung, daB es den Staats
rat bald nucht mehnr geben wird
Wir brauchen kiunflig einen
rrasidenten. £s mull eine Per-
sonlichkelt sein, die das Ver
trauen der uberwiegenden

Mehrheit unserer Bevolkerung - et .
hat. Wir werden ewnen solchen Willens bei Thnen? SPD statt ‘,uagfa.'mg hielten.
F’.'a_f.'.denter“ finden. Zum Ver- DSU, geht das" XD 54 2T "WELT am SONNTAG: Si
zicht auf Staatsrat und Staats- de Mairiére: Die groBe Koali- ~ haben diese Woche mit dem
ralsvorsitzenden ist eine Ver tion ist nach wie- vor win-? Bundeskanzier (ber weitere
fassungsinderung notwendig -:L..e'*s-w-"t Von dem A:‘gebot nSchntte suf dem Weg rur deut-

Ich gehe davon aus, dafl dies an die SPD machen wir keine ¥ schen i Einheit gesprochen.

mit der Mehrheit fast aller Par- Acmn:ne. Aber wir ~werden' ; Geht es voran?

teien so entschieden wird. uns auch nicht verbiegen. '.us:i-.' de Malziére: Die Verhand-

WELT am SONNTAG: Die WELT am SONNTAG: Eine .: lungen fiir dieWﬁ}*n.ngs Wirt.
Allianz - CDU, DSUund DA - '"a)ft.'_-"sge"r enschafl von J-schafts- und Sozi aJ_u" on SL.“,d
verfigt Uber 192 Volkskam- YU, DSU und DA wird es —auf ein '

bgeordnete. Sie sagen, fur nucht geben, sondern eine Ar- - die ! ]

1 Beitntt der DDR zur beitsgemeinschaft der Abge- Ber_»r_erLJrh scl NE"lg
idesrepublik nach Artikel ordneten der Allianz Ist das ' Das ist schon sehr wviel
SGrundgesetz se! eine Zwel- Kein Hemmnis fur die prakti-" - F M'e en bei uns sind nun

i-Mehrheit notwendig sche Pariamentsarbeit? £

de Maiziére:

ELT am SONNTAG:
Wirtschafls- und Sozal-

C# ‘\’Aﬁ " Lr ool & 4 - = - ik -
w\\‘ u, Hndt‘rt‘

rergéen

" ser Interesse in der DDR sein.

ich nicht mit Prognosen beia
sten. Wir gehen davon aus, dad
es schon der Balance wegen in

der DDR Streitkrafte mit noch
'( ru beschreibenden Aufgaber
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geben wird. Deshalb glt.‘.. es
keinen Grund fir Soldaten
jetzt ru verzweifleln oder gar 7u
sagen, sie hitten sich in ihrermr
De¢ Vorsiizen- L_,eocn vollig falsch entschie
de der DDR- (e - .
CDU, lethar de WELT am SONNTAG: _riw_'..:
Malziére, 50, Woche gab es aus der :LJH
(links), und Hinweise, wonach Ex-Stasi
WELT am - Leute in die neue Volkskam
SONNTAG-Re- mer ’gewa.hn worden sein sc
dokieur Heinx len. Liegen dazu xonkiete
Vielcin belm formationen vor oder a;rraer'.
Interview un- Ger_achtc'.-erbzl'r_nr]l um das er
lerwegs Im ste frei gewihlitle P;u‘;a:r.r..'._‘.
Aute der DDR zu diskredilieren

de Maizidre: Erslens mussen
wir mit dem Stasi-Probiem fer
tigwerden, wir Menschen in
der DDR Zweitens st die
Funktion bundesrepublikani.
scher Medien dabe:r nucht urm
mer hilfreich. Dntiens xrle ich
ein nemliches Problem dann
daB das erste (rei gewahlte Par
lament mit Diskussionen die
ser Art belastet wird. Wir wer
den auf (“1"'1 Fall nach ‘i tielr
Im Sor or soll  Suchen, alle e Zweifel
LSS : ::,er:t Ju..4u aumen, die
schen bel uns in .1 r DD
ben konnten

WELT am SONNTAG

(MTe -
die IHIeTUEeE

Wihrungsumstellung keinen
Raum fiir Spekulationen schaf-
fen wollen Dies kann nicht un-

Die DDR-Blrger haben nach
den Jahren des Lebens mit der
Mauer die Moglichkeit zu rei-
sen.'Das ist flir sie eine neue,
wichtige Erfahrung. Sie moch-
ten bald 'euww rmt dem ..rhu—
gen Celd in ¢ &' asche. D \

es R

“T.l T am SONNTAG
:e' aictuellen r"oo'ewe 1

de Maiziére

zu der Malna




