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INFORMAL EURDPEAN COUNCIL: INTERVIEW WITH EBELGSIAN PRIME MINISTER

5 ?BDAY’S CA LIERE EELGIGUE (CATHOLIC CONSERVATIVE) CARRIED A
FULL PAGE INTERVIEW WITH MARTENS ON HIS EXPECTATIONS FOR DUERLIN.
MOST OF THE GROUND COVERED IS PREDICTAEBLE: SUPPORT FOR EUROPEAN
UNION AND ACCELERATED EUROPEAN POLITICAL CONSTRUCTION. THE
FOLLOWING POINTS ARE WORTH NOTING:

1) THE EURDPEAN UNION
THE IRISH DRIME MINISTER HAD PICKED UP FOUR POINTS FROM THE
BELGIAN MEMORANDUM — IE DEMOCRATIC LESITIMACY., EFFICIENCY OF THE
INSTITUTIONS, ECONOMIC AND MONETARY UNION AND A COMMON FOREIGN AND
SECURITY POLICY. WHILE MRS THATCHER WOULD OPPOSE AT DURLIN AND ANY
PROPOSALS FOR ACCELERATED EUROPEAN UNION, HE WAS CONFIDENT THAT
DURING AN IGC ON POLITICAL UNTDN *HE um WDULD COME TO ACCEPT ALL
THE ESSENTIALS. ol NI TR % ra=aL IS0
II) EURDPEAN COMMISSION
THE COMMISSION SHOULD FULFIL THE ROLE OF A CENTRAL EUROPEAN
7 GOVERNMENT ., ACCOUNTARLE TO THE EUROPEAN PARLCTIAMENT WHD wOULD
ARPOINT THE COMMISSION. THE GQUESTION WAS WHETHER THE COUNCIL
——S~0ULD EECOME THE SECOND CHAMEER AS IN A FEDERAL SYSTEM. HE AGREED
‘~7w1‘H MRS THATCHER OM THE NEED TO AVOID CREATING A LARGE
¢ BUREAUCRACY. HENCE THE IMPORTANCE OF SURSIDIARITY.
I1I) GERMAN UNIFICATION
A UNITED GERMANY SHOULD NOT RE NEUTRAL RUT FULLY INTEGRATED WITHIN
THE EC. EELGIUM WOULD HAVE TO ACCEPT SOME COST FOR ITS PURLIC
FINANCES RUT THIS WOULD RE EALANCED RY A ROOST TO THE ECONOMY
INCLUDING THE POSSIRLE CREATION OF S0O.000 NEW JORS. THE RELGIUM
TAXPAYER MUST RE MADE TO UNDERSTAND THAT RELGIAN ECONOMIC
PROSPERITY WAS LINKED TO EC GROWTH.

V) INNER BENELUX RELATIONS

THERE HAD BEEN A DETERIORATION IN ERENELUX COORDINATION ON EC ISSUES
IN RECENT YEARS, EG PROBLEMS WITH LUXEMBRDURG OVER FISCAL MATTERS
AND WITH THE DUTCH GIVEN THEIR TENDENCY TO FOLLOW THE UKW LINE, BUT
THIS WAS NOW EREGINMING TO IMPROVE AGAIN.

V) ROLE OF ERUSSELS
COMPARARLE TOQ WASHINGTON DC, IE WHILE GEDGRAPHICALLY AT THE EDGE,
IT MAINTAINED A POSITION AT THE POLITICAL CENTRE. BELGIUM WOULD




HAVE A LOT IN ITS FAVOUR FOR THE FUTURE TO OFFSET A POLITICAL ..FT
TO THE EAST INCLUDING A POPULATION OPEN TO EUROPE, AND A EUROCPEAN
VOCATION. MARTENS WOULD FIGHT TO DEFEND RRUSSELS AS THE SEART OF

THE EUROPEAN INSTITUTIONS.

YI) MARTENS ACKNOWLEDGED HIS EUROPEAN AMRITIONS TO SUCCEED DELORS
AS COMMISSION PRESIDENT BUT THIS WOULD DEPEND ON THE EELGIAN
ELECTTHBNG RIN 195520
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