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‘E‘.AKING NOTE: POLITICAL UNION

The first thing our people ask when they hear we are going to discuss

political union is: what is it? what does it mean? Unless we agree

on how to define it, it will mean different things to different
people, and raise fears which may be totally groundless. For instance,
some people in Britain interpret the message from President Mitterrand
and Chancellor Kohl as a call to create a single, unitary state of
Europe by 1993: so what would happen to our beloved monarch -

The Queen - and our Parliament which is over 700 years old? It's

a mistake to under-estimate the anxieties this causes.

Perhaps the best way to dispel fears like these is to make clear

what we do not mean when we talk about political union.

= people's greatest fear is that they will lose their national
identity - and at the very time when the people of Eastern Europe
are struggling to regain theirs. We need to reassure them that

none of us wants to see the historic nation states of Europe, each
with their national characteristics and identity, disappear. Indeed

they are our greatest strength.

= let's make clear also that political union does not mean

giving up separate Heads of State, either the Monarchies to which six of

usare devoted or the Presidencies to which six other member states are

dedicated.

= nor do we intend to suppress national Parliaments, their powers
= e

and the accountability of national governments and Ministers to them.

—

We should say so. The European Parliament has a role but not at the
expense of national Parliaments, which are so much nearer to the

people.

= we don't intend to question national electoral systems: they

differ because our histories differ. Nor are we thinking of

suppressing our own national legal systems. After all we have two__

entirely different legal systems which co-exist perfectly well

within the United Kingdom, one for Scotland and one for England.
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. we need to reassure people that we do not 1ntend to alter

? T b w1547

the role of the Council of Ministers - one Minister representing

each state - as the key decision-making body in the Community,
with Ministers accountable to their national parliaments. Indeed

in the Single European Act, we strengthened the status of this

European Council. i oy b
pc-»'{ IM - L._SL:—pr‘ - ﬂ’LVL ':;&)w& = ! DMW e
e

o
a1m1ng at g;?&ter centralisation of powers
g9

nor, I hope, are

in Europe at the expense of national governments and Parliaments.
Surely we all accept the concept of subsidiarity and the principle
that the Community should onlydo those things which it can do
better than individual countrfies. I thought the Wall Street Journal
put it very well in an arp{zie earlier this week when it said that
we ought not be moving t6Wards government by a technocratic elite:
that is precisely whay the people of Eastern Europe are moving away
from. - 7)\”‘\ M/Nf = ()g,w cet Mt\f,_;

LU R MaseAnt i
- nor do we W?’eg‘g(r‘ahﬁfﬁultlcﬁnlor: Mvgl :Lngr:r};m . ‘9
weakening of the commitment of eleven of us to strong defence ~%
through NATO (although we recognise Ireland's special position, of \
course). Indeed many of us have recently and publicly emphasised
the importance of maintaining NATO, and indeed strengthening its
political role,and bringing forward a NATO meeting to discuss
defence in a changing but uncertain world. 64\Aftpn -

Tkl - RME

= although we have all signed a Treaty less than three years agou

on foreign policy cooperation, surely no one is suggesting a P

restriction on our right to issue national statements,or hold Co*~L~:‘
bilateral meetings and issue bilateral statements. Indeed we have L~
seen an example just this week of how governments value that right, 5:L
when President Mitterrand and Chancellor Kohl sent off a message v
to the President of Lithuania only a few days after the Twelve had |¢ ¢
issued a statement. I am not criticising: I welcome it, because -

we all attach importance to our national freedom of action. .
Serted N borsndong = Fodl o Poowdeee do_difce bt

= so if we can agree %ﬂat géggfbf’these thlnbkuqll be affééiéd ks

by political union, we shall know where we are. We can bring our

people to the starting-line with much more confidence and enthusiasm.

And each of us will have ideas to contribute to discussion of how

to make the Community and its institutions more effective - the

A RpU by o amelhi P g ue, ko
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.Belgian Government has already put forward its proposals. —
— i ~ !A' ?
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=
Our aim should be to develop the habit of working more closely

together, particularly on issues which have a cross-border Enn ol AT
significance. At the same time, we need to think how we can

make the Community more efficient; whether we have got the

balance right between the Community and national institutions,

and between the institutions of the Community itself; how we can
improve financial control and accountability; and how we can ensure

that Community decisions are rapidly and effectively implemented.
Mt ALens i) Ze W&LUh4’A‘
e

These are just some ideas and ther& will be many other®.

are very ready to discuss them. But it would be putting the CT

cart before the horse to agree now to an Inter-Governmental 'A*°lﬁ#i
Conference. We need to define first of all what we mean and then fu,y
see whether we have the relevant proposals to make it worthwhile. ), .

That is a task for our Foreign Ministers in the first instance.o

H Condasirian

= but I hope my general point is clear to everyone. If we
explain to our peoples what we don't have in mind when we talk of
political union, it will reassure them and make it easier for us e w

to explain how we do see the way forward and we shall have many
ideas to contribute. Cis e it s
_—______’l

Co/‘/t)M‘t" M_
In the meantime we have so many urgent things to tackle: SRR ¢

{\/0 - viﬂﬂ U e

the completion of the single market, with the most difficult

decisions ahead beed” /(f/uy Vi
MJ/J::,,(J«M »Qcmp Itk ﬂd«g:\u«

the consequences for the Community of e unification o

e
Hloedtar w Foa, /,L;m:

Germany

the Community's association with the new national
consciousness of the nations of East Europe
Kéﬁﬁ ’JUhyﬂ/)ﬂ o VAP & T
getting down protectionism in the Uruguay Round
Lt~ oleynSa U Y ilae
the way ahead following German monetary union and its effects

on EMU and the proposed IGC
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. = our relationship with the EFTA countries

(s

= the environment in Europe and beyond, and so on....
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