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FROM KERR

YOUR SIGNAL OF 27 FEBRUAPY, AND FCO TELNO 299 1
PROPOSED UK/USSR SPACE CO-CPERATION AGREEMENT,

1. YOUR CONCERN 1S FULLY UNDERSTOOD, AND ACTION ON FCO TELND 299
wAS THEREFORE DELAYED TO ALLOW IN-HOUSE B2S/EMBASSY CONSULTATICHS,
INVOLVIKG ALL THOSE REPRESENTING MOD AND OTHER UK INTERESTS HEFE
WHICH COULD BE AFFECTED BY ADVERSE US REACTIONS TO THE PROPOSEL
ANGLC-SOVIET AGREEMENT,

2. THE UNANINMOUS VIEw OF ALL CONCERNED, WHICH | SHARE, |S THAT:-

(A) THE RISK OF INFORMED ADVERSE REACTIONS ANYWHERE IN THE US
DEFENCE (AND INTELLIGENCE) COMMUMITY 1S VERY LOw. THE
LAST &4 POINTS IN PARA 3 OF THE FCO TELEGRAM SHOULD BE REASSURING,
TO Trt INFORMED. AS YOU SAY, OBJECTIVELY THERE ARE NC GROUNDS
FOR REAL US %WORRIES.

(B) BYT THE RISK THAT ADVERSE REACTIONS, FROM THE UNINFORMED
PERHAPS, PICKING UP EXAGGERATED ACCOUNTS OF PROSPECTIVE/ACTUAL
UK/SOVIET CO-OPERAT|ON, COULD CAUSE Ok EXCUSE DAMAGE TO
PARTICULAR AREAS OF ROUTINE US/UK CO-OPERATION,|S REAL,

(C) GIVEN (A), THERE IS NC CASE FOR EMZASSY/EDS ADVICE TO GO
SLOv ON THE PROPCSED ANCLU-SOVIET AGFEEHENT, OR ON TELLING
STATE ABOUT IT. BuT GIVEMN (B) THERE IS A STRONG CASE FOR AN
EARLY AND ACTIVE ENEBASSY/BDS INFORMATION CAMPAIGN WITHIN THE
US DEFENCE/INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY. wWE SHOULD NOT RELY ON STATE
TO DC THE JOS FOR US,.

(D) THE JOE SHOULD HOvEVEK BE DONE AT WORKING LEVEL, IN THE
CCURSE OF NORMAL EUSINESS, WITHOUT GREAT SONG AND DANCE, CUOTE
Qul S'eXxCuSE, S'ACCUSE UNJUCTE: AND wE MYST AVOID SEEMING TO
QUOTE PXOTEST TOO MUCH UNGQUOTE.
3. VE SHALL NOw PROFEED ACCORDINGLY. ACTION ON FCO TELKO 299 WILL
BL TAKEN )i STATE EARLY THIS WEEK, NASA AND SDIO wiLL BE BRIEFED
SIMULTAKECUSLY, 0SD, JCS, AND NSA wiLL BE INFORMED LATER 1IN THE
wEEK, IN THE COURSE OF NORMAL BUSINESS. AND THE SPACE ELEMENTS IA
ALL THREE SERVICE DEFARTMCATS wiLL ALSO BE TIPPED OFF. WE ENVISAGE
A FURTHER AKD SIMILAR BRIEFINC ROUND AFTER THE AGREEMERT'S
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SIGNATURE,
4, Wk CANNOT OF COURSE GUARANTEE THAT ALL THIS WILL PREVENT ANY
KUMASH|RO-TYPE REACTIONS IN FAR-FLUNG US COMMANDS AND RESEARCH
AGENCIES. OUR -INFORMATION CAMPAIGN WILL HAVE TO BE MAINTAINED
FOR SOME TIME, AND wE OUGHT TO BE ABLE TO ENSURE BY KEEPING THE
CENTRE FULLY INFORMED, THAT ANY SUCH PROBLEMS ARE REASONABLY
SHORT=LIVED, POINTS OF PARTICULAR SENSITIVITY ARE LIKELY TO BE:-
(A) SOVIIET PRESENCE AT RAE FARH3ORCUGHs
(B) PRECISE NATURE OF MATERIALS, SCIENCE EXPERIMENTS, ANL
EXTENT OF SOVIET ACCESS TO RELEVANT EQUIPMENT,
TO HELP uyS DEAL wITH (A) IT WOULD BE USEFUL TO HAVE DETAILS IN
Dut CCURSE OF THE QuOCTt EARRIERS UNQUOTE WHICPF wILL PROTECT
CLASSIFIED INFORMATION, (B) COULD BE SATISFACTCRILY - AND PERHAPS
PRODUCTIVELY = DEFUSED IF WE WERE -IN DUE COURSE TO BE INSTRUCTED
TO PROFUSE A US/uUK EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION ON THE VARICUS
EXPERINENTS WHiCH BOTH SIDES WERE UNDERTAKING CO-OPERATIVELY
WITH THE RUSSIANS.
5. THOUGH, CIVEN FARA 2(D) ABOVE, | DG ROT RECOMMENT THAT HE
RAISE THE MATTER, IT MIGHT BE SENSIBLE FOR DCDS(S) TO BE
DEFENSIVELY BR.IEFED ON THE PROPOSED ANGLO-SOVIET AGREEMENT FOR
HIS FORTHRCOMING VISIT,
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