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: . Thank you for copying to me your minute
Minister on these matters.
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'ta):en place on the Space ?lan within Whltehall.
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have considerable international 1mp11cations, and ‘we,
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paperabto put to Ministerl. oon.

decision to Parliament. I thought the real cut-—off date was
the ESA Ministerial meeting on 9 and 10 November this year,
and T reiterate my belief that"we need a proper look at the

subject before a final decision is communicated to this
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4. Nor is it likely that the attempt to balance good news
on information technology with bad news on space will

succeed, given that quite different industry interests are
involved. The effect of the UK largely withdrawing from the
ESA activities and leaving the FRG, France and indeed Italy
to continue in the exploitation of space would certainly

have a most unwelcome influence on our image as a
technologically advanced country. Withdrawal from
participation in the international Space Station

negotiations, which would follow immediately, would be seen
as reneging on a project_authorised at Head of Government :  _

level.

5. There is another domestic presentational drawback. A
negative decision now would spoil the positive media

coverage of our recent announcement of a new approach to
scientific research and development under the Prime

Minister's personal guidance. We should continue to
capitalise on that good publicity, not put it in reverse.

6. For all these reasons I very much hope that you will }
not go ahead with a statement this week.

y I am copying this minute to the Prime Minister and
other recipients of your minute.

(GEOFFREY HOWE)
Foreign and Commonwealth Office

22 July 1987




