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te on 17 June about Moscow Narodny Bank'
o man Tebbit to chair the company that would
British citizen to be anp asgrgnaut_in 4 Soviet St

and try to raise commercial sponsorship for the project.

The project is a private sector venture which was strongl
supported by the Soviet Union prior to President Gorbachev
(isit. The project envisages a competition, operated i
through one or more of the clearing banks, to select a B
candidate astronaut. He would then receive Russian lang
training prior to training in the Soviet Union, with an
intended launch in Spring 1991. The Soviet Union are
approaching other Western countries, including France and
sarmany, about participation in similar projects.

ThHe UK project's financing has had a chequered history. Mot
recently, it appears to have been put on a sounder footing
with the l{ntervention of Moscow Narodny Bank, who are
underwriting the project, at least initially until they can
replace their financial involvement with commercial
sponsorship. They have set up a subsidiary company
Antequera (though its name is likely to change), to man
competition, janise the sponsorship and arrange the ser

of experiment hich are to be carried out on board the Mir
Space Station by the British astronaut. “he ank have
subcontracted the handling of pUDllcity to Saatchi and
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agreement with the Soviet space organisation, Glavcosmos,

signed in April granting the rights to the project to
ioscow Narodny bank, They are planning a major public
announcement Moscow next week and have asked my Secretary

-

to witness the publi¢ signature.
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Tou wrote on 17 June about Moscow Narodhy Bank's invitation
MTHSSman Tebbit to chair the company that would select a
Brillish citizen to be an astronaut in a Soviet spa launch,
and try to raise commercial sponsorship for the project.

The project is a private sector venture which was strongly
supported by the Soviet Union prior to President Gorbachev®
Yisit. The project envisages a competition, operated possibly
through one or more of the clearing banks, to select a Britian
candidate astronaut. He would then receive Russian language
training prior to training in the Soviet Union, with an
intended launch in Spring 1991. The Soviet Union are
approaching other Western countries, including France and West
Germany, about participation in similar projects,

THe UK project's financing has had a chequered history. More
recently, it appears to have been put on a sounder footing
with the intervention of Moscow Narodny Bank, who are
underwriting the project, at least initially until they can
replace their financial involvement with commercial
sSponsorship. They have set up a subsidiary company, known as
Antequera (though its name is likely to change), to manage the
competition, crganise the sponsorship and arrange the series
of experiments which are to be carried out on board the Mir
Space Station by the British astronaut. "The bank have
subcontracted the handling of publicity to Saatchi and
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An agreement with the Soviet space organisation, Glavcosmos,
was signed in April granting the rights to the project to
Moscow Narodny bank, They are planning a major public
antouncemaent Moscow next week and have asked my Secretary
Stdte to witness the publi¢ signature.
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