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Courtesy Tramslation of a letter from M. Jacques Chirac to the
Prime Minister.

e

Parise 30 January 1990

You will ba 2wars of the difficulties currently being experienced
by the Airbus programme as & rasult of the deadlock i{n the negotiations
between management and amployess at British Aerospace which has now
lasted for nearly 3 wonths,

Despite afforts to be flaxibdla, this conflict has dlready weant
that the Airbues partners have had to undertake a cogtly industrial
reorganigatien and ILf ﬁhe deadlock continues bayond the end of Jatuary,
ic could lead to lay-offs with all the soolal implications that auch
@ move would entail,

The problem is of eourse a atrictly Brit{ish one, but its consider-
able consequences, especially for tha Aévespatiala factory at Toulouss
which houses the assembly line, must also be borne in mind. In fact,
the Airbus brand imsge, and indeed to a certain extent that of Buropean
Industry a8 & whole, is being impaired, and thiat at tha very moment
when Boeing's produgtion vate is vecovaring.

Bearing in mind the origins of the conflict, may I asgk you to
intervene so that consultation and dialogua might overcome & strike
which could destroy the industrial infrastrusture and which has already
cost hundreds of million of dollars, of which the greater part will
fall to British Aexospace, and perhaps to the British taxpayer.

I should be most grateful Lf you would agree to intercede with

the relevant authorfties so that a solution could ba found to put an

end to the present gsiltuation,

Thanking you in advangs for any initiative which you might feel

able to make, along these lines, I ask you, Prime Minister, to accept

my highest regards and warmest friendship.

(signed) Jucques Chirac
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Parls, le 30 Janvier 1990

Madame le Premier ministre,

Vous n'dtes pas sans savoir las difficultds que
connaigeent sctuellement les programmes Airbue, sh ralaon du
blocage depuis bientdt trois mois des négociations entre la
Direction et les salaride des 1a British Aerospace. ~

Mslgré des mesures de flexibilité, ce conflit
impose déjd & l'onsemble des partenaires du programme Airbus
une réorganisativn industrislle coOteuse et pourrasit, s'il
ee poursuivait asu-delh de le fin du mois de janvier,
conduire & does misos en chémage technique aveo les réper-
cussions socialea qu'une telle mesure nes manguarait pas de

provaquer,

Il s'agit, blen évidamment, d'un.probldme social
strictement britannique, mais ses importantes consdquences,
en particulier pour l'établissement Adroepstiale de
Taulouse, responsable de ls chefne d'esssemblags, méritent
une attention touts particulidre, En effet, c'est 1'image
de marque du programme Airbus et, d'une certaine manidre,
de la capacité industrielle europdenne, qui ='en trouve
altdrée, au moment m&me ol Boeing améliore sss uadences
ds proaduction.

Compte tenu de l'origine de ce conflit, je me
permets d'en appeler & votre médiation pour que la
concertation ot le dislogue prennent le pae sur une yrave
qui pourrait casser l'outil de traveil et dont ls colt
s'éléve d'ores et déjd & des centaines de millions de
dollers dont la British Asrospace, et paut-8tre les
contribuables britanniques, devront essumer la plus grands
part.

Madame Margaret THATCHER
Premier ministre
du Royasume Uny




Je vous ssresie trhs reconnaissant sl vous
actoptiez d'intervenir suprés des autoritds compétentes
pour trouver une solution parmettent de mettre un terme &

cette situntion.

Yous ramerciant par avance de toute initiative qus
vous pourriez prandra en ce sens, je vous pris d'agréer,
Madams le Premier ministre, l'expresaion de ma haute

ongldération af® $A- . . ﬂr\*&“w

dal oum e .
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JaBquee CHIRAC
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Alrbus: Letter to the Prime Minister fyom M. Chirac

g The continuing strike at British Aerospace Chastexr is
attracting a fair amount of attention in Franca, particulaxly since
it will soon mean lay-offs at Adrospatiale’s faotory in Toulouse. M.
Jacques Chirac has now entered the fray, asking the Ambassadoxr to
forward a letter on the subjsot t6 the Prime Minister.

2. A copy of the letter is enclosed, together with a courtesy
translation; I should be grateful if you would arrange for it to be
transmitted to the Prime Minigter's Office. The lettsr doess not
specifically call for a reply, but if a reply is to be sent, you
should be aware that M. Chixhe has publicly mentioned the fact that
he has written to the Prime Minister (although to the best of my
knowledge the text has not been published), so that there is a strong
likelihood that M. Chirac would also make public, in whole or in
part, any response he might receive. I have not thought it necessarxy
to acknowledge recaipt of the letter at this stage.

3 Copies ©f this letter go to Barrie England MARD, and to Derek

Marsh DI Air Division.
Jwm,

e, .
Qhand:

§.7. Lindsay
First Secretary Defence
Procuxement and Aviation

6 Januaxy 1990




